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continued from page 10

Southern California Chapter

The Southern California Chapter invited
alumni to the ASPAC South Asian Studies
Conference held in late April at Loyola
Marymount University. The conference was
organized by Bill Vanderbok, ASPAC
President and the Southern California
Chapter vice president of academic outreach.
Also featured was a showing of EWC student
Jay Hubert’s 30-minute documentary “In the
Shadow of the Towers: Tourism and
Modernity in Western Sichuan.” Following
the film and a chapter meeting, an EWCA-
hosted reception and dinner featured Indian
food. Author and scholar Dr. PP. Pal spoke
on “Engaging South Asia: Reminiscences and
Reflection.

In August, 33 people enjoyed a guided
cruise of L.A. Harbor and dinner. Alumni
Gary Larsen provided a generous donation in
support of the successful event. In September,
a Peace Day event was planned at Soka
University of the Americas.

PACIFIC

Australia - Brisbane
The Queensland chapter is developing plans
for a liaison (sister-chapter relationship) with
another chapter in Asia, either in Nepal or
Indonesia. Such a liaison would ideally lead
to a joint project to raise funds for a student
in Asia to attend the EWC, a possible joint
research project on an issue of common
concern, and a visit by Brisbane chapter
members to the partner chapter.

The chapter also agreed to work with the
EWC to promote home-stay swaps
with other EWC alumni and look at ways of
reinvigorating the Climate Change blog on
the EWC website. Re-elected as chapter
officers were Jeremy Webb as president, Peter
Nunan as treasurer, and Iraphne Childs as
secretary.

SPECIAL INTEREST

Asian Studies Development
Program (ASDP)

Beginning this fall, the ASDP will begin
publishing an ASDP Alumni Newsletter.
Plans are to publish two editions every year, in
April and October. Julien Farland, professor of
philosophy at Middlesex Community College
in Bedford, Massachusetts, will serve as the
editor of the newsletter. It will include
articles about events and activities at colleges
and universities that have participated in
ASDDP; profiles of ASDP Alumni and ASDP
Programs at local institutions; and a calendar
of Asia-related workshops, seminars and
institutes. It also will provide updates on
EWC Alumni Association news and events.

Alumni Happenings

Senen C.
Bacani
(Business
Administration
1966),
chairman
and president
of La Frutera,
Inc., and
former
Agriculture
Secretary
during
Philippine
President
Corazon
Aquino’s administration, received the 2006
Entrepreneur of the Year Philippines Award.
He began his career in Honolulu with Dole
Food Company after receiving an MBA from
the UH in 1968.

Senen Bacani

Dr. Prerna Mona Khanna (Media program)
was recognized by the Greater Dallas Asian
American Chamber of Commerce for her
notable accomplishments in journalism at its
annual awards banquet in October. “Dr.
Mona,” an Emmy Award-winning journalist,
also received a 2007 national award from the
Asian American Journalists Association.

Hasina Kharbhih (Changing Faces 2006)
was awarded an Ashoka Fellowship in India
for her efforts to prevent human trafficking,
especially of children, and sexual exploitation
of vulnerable populations. The award recognizes
“social entrepreneurs” around the world for
innovative work to address social/community
concerns. She was also among 20 women with
“rising talent” selected to attend the 3rd inter-
national Women’s Forum for the Economy
and Society in Deauville (France) in October.

Fathima Muzaffer, 3rd from left, was a
recipient of India’s Rajiv Gandhi Award for

Eminent Social Service.

Fathima Muzaffer (2004 New Generation)
was honored with the Rajiv Gandhi Award
for Eminent Social Service at a ceremony in
India in August. The prestigious awards were
established in the late prime minister’s name
to honor the outstanding achievements of
pioneers in their respective fields.

continued on page 12

In Memoriam

Falls and Eau Claire.

East and Southeast Asia.

Permanent Secretary from 1994-2007.

Harold P. Bissell (ISI 1963-65) died in Wisconsin in October. He
earned a master’s degree in geography from the UH in 1965. After
receiving a Ph.D. from the University of Oklahoma, he taught at the
University of Wisconsin at Eau Claire and high schools in Chippewa

Norton Ginsburg, a fellow in the EWC’s IAP, EAPI and PI beginning in the 1960s and
director of the Environment and Policy Institute from 1986-91, died in Chicago at the

age of 85. A professor emeritus in geography at the University of Chicago, Ginsburg was
a leading authority on urban and political geography, and the economic development of

Mikio Ota (TIP 1962-63), an EWC grantee under the Teacher Interchange Program,
died at the age of 83 in Kyoto in June. During a 50-year career, he taught English at a
high school, three universities in Japan and a university in Australia.

Samuel Pardede (Jefferson Fellow 1972), of Sinar Harapan and Suara Pembaruan daily
in Jakarta, died at the age of 65 in July. Born in Northern Sumatra, Pardede had a
distinguished career in journalism. His reporting took him to more than 100 countries in
Asia, Europe, Africa, Australia, North and Central America and the Caribbean. He was
CA]J Director of the Confederation of ASEAN Journalists from 1991-1994 and Deputy

Redza Piyadasa (CLI MA 1975), an artist, art historian, writer, academic and curator,
died at age 67 in Malaysia in May. His work was recognized throughout the region, where
he received major awards in Malaysia, Australia, Japan and Europe. He received his master’s
degree in fine arts from the UH in 1977, specializing in Asian art history and sculpture.
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John 2. Pietrzyk, (RSI 19806), is president
and CEO of Biomimetic Connections, LLC,
a California-based firm bringing biomimetic
Help Build and bio-inspired technologies from universities
around the world to material scientists and

an EWC . product design engineers.
Community
More than 50.000 men and Dr. Nguyen Van Tien, (Population Seminar

2002), was elected as a member of parliament
in Vietnam in May. He also is vice chair of
the Parliament Committee for Social Affairs

women have been EWC
participants in its 47-year
history, and many have joined

the 47 established EWCA (in charge of public health issues) and vice
chapters in 20 countries. chair of the Vietnam Association of
The East-West Center Parliament on Population and Development.

Association, the Center’s Gao Song

official alumni organization,
works with alumni to
strengthen the EWC network.
We hope that you’ll keep in
touch with us. Send us your
current contact information

S0 you can participate in our .
international network. Uttam Sen (Role of Media 1981)

Send it to: contributed an article, “Breaking the Ice in
Hawaii,” about a visit to the East-West
Center in 1981, to an anthology “Beyond
Boundaries: Reflections of Indian and U.S.

Tran Duc Vien (Environment 1991) has

been named president of Hanoi Agricultural ~ Gao Song (APLP 2004) recently moved to
University. Established in 1956, the national ~ Guangzhou to assume the position of
university has become a center of higher edu- ~ managing editor for Mingpai, a magazine
cation, research and technology as it relates to ~ founded by Nanfang Zhoumo (The Southern

agriculture. Weekly).

alumni@EastWestCenter.org.

Scholars.”
The EWC Associcates Update Joginder Singh (Communication 1972),
is published by the Center for .
Cultural and Technical Interchange was saluted as the 2006 Outstandmg
between East and West, Inc. Volunteer of the Year by the Maryland
East-West Center, Library Association. Before retiring and
1601 East-West Road, . . . he United S Sineh had
Honolulu, Hawaif 96848-1601. Immugrating to the Lnited states, singh ha

a successful 32-year career running the
EWC . ) American Library Center in New Delhi, one
Charles E. Morrison, President . S . . . .

of the top libraries in the foreign service. Joginder Singh
EWCA
Kok Kian Poh, EWCA Chair
Larry Foster, EWCA President
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