“There was blood l
Ol the {1 ln]l:u.u'_]
on the !'H'I.} This
s no way for
anyone to die.”

herworld interview

She traded in a cushy job

in 5]1!1,|¢IFU]'E for \lﬂ*p]'ms
nights of gunfire in war-torn
Timor L(*.xte. United Nations
volunteer Bridgette See tells
YVONNE KWOK why she
still wants to go back there.
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herworld interview

“my friends don't want to
Ie':gyue their jobs when they
hit 30. They're already in
their comfort zone.
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child o o ivil servant dad and teacher e never worriod
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« urhsta at @ coffiee joint if necessary. Ive never gone
Branded stulf, 5o 1 don't need much money to sunave, 1
it clowlst For a minube that 1 would survive,” she says
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Life beyond the 9-5 .
The first few months witheut a regular pa}rln-dcl werT
o, she recalls, even thwﬂtthr il Fr_:;lalw‘ writing
Ler ok vm @ job as an sihventune guide.
) i;-‘t_-nr:"lw Fir.:r tJi.mc- ever, | couldn't just buy any book
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actually a souree of amuserment to them. “1was like a u-u:ul
serimert to them — they all wanted 1o sce how boag
ol last withent a proper job,” she chuckled.

Mo ane coukd have Foreseen that her adventures
el takee e b “Timor Leste thonigh Through hll'f oW
Taleigh cxpedition to Chile after her gradusation, Bridgette
ot to knoew peaple in the SIF. When a spot opened “PI}:
Timor Leste for a Singaporean volunter st .:\klﬁtl'nl.ll
Foundatsen asked 7 she would be interested. She .\-'nll yes
without hesitation, “1'd never (o] I'1'|c'|.'r o fore: andl was
eager to put my skills usa mtﬂinprufﬂ_wuuxl touse”

Sl knesw thiat the country was still umstable, having
emerged from a bloody was fie il'H.i!Tl:'lllk"nN Fmr:ll_
Tndonesia ot oo bng ago. But from friceds in the 51 A
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i irky sale “so 1 wasn't too worried .

_ ;‘lzr:::::ntl was to write about the plight uf :{Ig
Timarese children, get ber staries publishied on Unice hs
welsite and publications and, tirongh them, make I:! ]
world mware of the situation in the country, She also

concucted workshops for Jocal journalists on the
sensitivities about stories relating to children,

“1 wns mas hoarrifled by sonne of the things they did
that 1 woisld sommetimees call or &m reporters whose
stories | remad o Jet them know how 1 foed. For instance,
when tf'n.'}' u-pml:ﬁl B rapes case, I|Ir'_'-' would name the
il rlzhd dosn 1o the district she came from, but they
wouldn't say who the rapist was,” she save with i shake
ol hier el =1 fedt 1 had to be g volee for the victims.®

Running towards danger
She was prepared for viclence but, wisen the Byliting
sturted in Apeil, it was still o shock for this sheltered
Singuparean, “When [ first hiard the boom of artillery
in the hills near Dili, 1 felt o fear ot all. Irondcally,
they remineled e of jovous oocasions, like Natiomal
Day or New Years eve, when we would be treated to
speetacular fireworks displays,” she says,

“Thae erivil unrest mice her realise bow hicky shewas,
“The Timwress were turning up st our doors with bags
of rioe, clothing, plastic pails aml cooking stoves piled
on thelr hewds, shoulders and backs,” she recalls, “Can
we even begin to understand the fear in their hearts as
they Aie fram their homes boking for safety?

Her sense of purpose is the one reason thal keops
her fighting to go back. “1 fecl as if I've ahandoned nry
UN eolleagues at a point when they needed me nost,
Pve formed close bonds them and many are sl e,
This is the point when they necd help the most and you
lon ulm.c[nu_mllr Friends, do yout”

Shee daesa't want anyoo to think that she is Mather
Theresa by going hacke. “11 would be imone acoumbe to
iy that T've abways meant to gn back becise 1love the
country, It's like Singapore hack in e 605" she savs

“Theres a sense of excitement in the air becavse
t's a mm{_\' |||t[c!|u~||l'||-'||l ooy, L
really feel like a [itmeer. '"u}' are still maki 1=
Linws, coming up with new school currieulims. There
ire opportunities to be had sveryawhers you tuen.”

But not everyome sees it that way, Stningers nw!lllg
lier Bl Bittpeftimorsunshine blogspot.com have called
her frodhardy for wanting to go hack, One commented
Pt 'i'li‘|ll:g|!|.'-1i.|1|l-_'ll ot basir buallists, o run”

Her parents have load b
peraiade her not o returmn. She calms their fears by
I with ber colleagues bock in Timor Leste to fid
rie bt the situation there and then n-IJ:ring
wation back to ler diad
wirt thie waty' she makes it sounud, 'S as if the past
Yeur bias heen o breere, but she cautions that the libe of
nteer gverseas is not for everyone, “Ask yourselfl
i inelependent, resoarceful? You need to sohe
ers om e sput, think fast on yonr Feet amd
nmicate with the local people who have po idea
wres tbalking abeout, It can ped stressful”

t has its rewards. “You dont have o he
your desk your whole life. Go do the things
to o, even iF it means stepping out of your
me. It's like being pinched, The experiences
nful at times, ot vou feel soalive” HW
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