East-West Center

Education, Research, and Seminars Programs 
Table of Contents

PART I:  Education Program
1

Opportunities for Study
1

Scholarships and Other Funding Opportunities for Students
2

Affiliate Scholar and Student Affiliate Programs
5

Key Components of the EWC Graduate Degree Fellowship Experience
5

Living on Campus at the East-West Center
6

Participating in Wednesday Evening Seminar and Community Service
7

Fulfilling an Academic Requirement: Internship, Certificate, or Research
8

Interdisciplinary Certificate Programs
8

Leadership Certificate
8

Population Studies Certificate
9

International Cultural Studies Certificate
10

Conflict Resolution Certificate
10

Student-led Projects and Initiatives
11

Leadership Education
11

Asia Pacific Leadership Program
11

Professional Development Programs
14

Asian Studies Development Program
14

AsiaPacificEd Program For Schools
15

Educational Policy Research and Dissemination
16

International Forum for Education 2020
16

The Education Leadership Institute
16

Senior Seminars
17

PART II:  Research Program
17

Politics, Governance, and Security
18

Economics
19

Environmental Change, Vulnerability, and Governance
21

Population and Health
23

Additional Research
24

Current List of Research Projects at the Center
25

PART III:  East-West Seminars 
26

PART I.  THE EDUCATION PROGRAM

The East-West Center (EWC) is at the forefront of educating people of the Asia Pacific region to meet the evolving demands of global change. Since it’s founding in 1960, the Center has promoted the development of a stable, prosperous, and peaceful Asia Pacific community through programs of cooperative study, training, and research.

As the ever-expanding reach of globalization presents societies with newfound opportunities and unfamiliar challenges, the need for regional cooperation and community building among nations has never been greater. This is an era of increasing social, economic, and technological interdependence in which leaders in every arena must possess regional literacy, knowledge based on multi-cultural perspectives, and a shared sense of community.  

The thread of cooperative study runs through all Education programs, whether conducted on campus or off, in the classroom or in the field, for students or for professionals.  This concept views learning as a collaborative process to which each person contributes knowledge, experience, and perspective to benefit all participants.  It recognizes the importance of establishing a basis for the comfortable exchange of ideas by building an environment of openness and trust, of shared community. 

The EWC is unique among international institutions in its focus on community building at the campus level as a stepping-stone to community building at the regional level. While at the Center, participants learn, work and live together, and together extend helping hands to the local community. The East-West Center experience is one of grassroots relationship building, cultural exchange, shared experiences, and communal preparation for future leadership roles throughout the region.

Under the leadership of the Director of Education, the Education Program offers a range of educational opportunities for students, professionals, and educators. A distinctive aspect of the Center's educational program is its emphasis on the value of international dialogue on regional issues and common problems in the Asia Pacific. The pursuit of knowledge in specific fields is enhanced through activities that foster understanding across disciplinary, cultural and national boundaries.

Opportunities for Study

With a few exceptions, the East-West Center Degree Student Program is carried out in cooperation with the University of Hawai‘i, Manoa campus which lies adjacent to the Center.  This program includes degree fellows and student affiliates—most of whom pursue graduate degrees at UH. Degree fellows receive financial support from the Center, while student affiliates are self-funded. 

Beyond fulfilling degree requirements at UH, East-West Center students participate in a variety of Education Program offerings. These may include enrollment in one of four interdisciplinary certificate programs or involvement in an East-West Center research project or internship. Since the East-West Center’s core scholarship program gives priority to applicants pursuing degrees related to areas of research excellence at the Center, students are offered opportunities to work with the Center’s research staff and with visiting fellows from institutions and organizations around the world.  

Scholarships and Other Funding Opportunities for Students

Eight scholarship programs offer funding for qualified East-West Center participants enrolled in degree programs at the University of Hawai‘i. This merit-based financial support comes from a variety of sources, including the EWC congressionally supported East-West Center Graduate Degree Fellowship, and those from various granting agencies, institutions, governments and individuals.

East-West Center Graduate Degree Fellowship 

The East-West Center Graduate Degree Fellowship provides master’s and doctoral funding for graduate students from Asia, the Pacific, and the U.S. to participate in educational and research programs at the East-West Center while pursuing graduate study at the University of Hawai`i.   Generally, the fellowships cover the cost of tuition and fees, books, housing in an East-West Center dormitory, health insurance, and partial funding toward meals and incidental expenses. Funding for field study is offered on a competitive basis.

Priority in the student selection process is given to applicants seeking degrees in fields of study related to research themes at the East-West Center, focusing on topics in international economics, politics and security studies, the environment, and population and health at a local, national and/or regional level in the Asia Pacific region.

Fellowships are awarded annually in an international competition.  Key components of the fellowship experience are elaborated on later in this booklet.

Asian Development Bank Scholarship Program

The Asian Development Bank–Government of Japan Scholarship Program provides support for graduate studies at the University of Hawai‘i, and for participation in educational activities at the East-West Center. 

Recipients of these highly competitive scholarships must be citizens of developing countries that are members of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and have the equivalent of a four-year bachelor's degree and two full years of work experience. The ADB Scholarship is approved for study in architecture, business administration, economics, geography, law (LL.M. degree only), natural resources and environmental management, ocean and resources engineering, oceanography, Pacific Islands studies, public administration, sociology, tropical plant and soil science, and urban and regional planning. Participants may also pursue the specialized Japan-focused master of business administration (JEMBA).

Ford Foundation:  International Fellowships Program 
The East-West Center is an institutional partner with the International Fellowships Program (IFP), which targets exceptional individuals from marginalized populations in developing nations.  Part of a world-wide effort designed and supported through the Ford Foundation, IFP fellows are drawn from social groups outside metropolitan centers that, historically, have had limited access to higher education and opportunities to learn English. Often mid-career community leaders with a strong interest in issues of equity and justice, these students undertake graduate work in a range of academic disciplines. Many plan to use their graduate education to become more effective leaders in their respective fields, further equitable development in their home countries, and promote greater economic and social justice worldwide. 

One of the East-West Center's contributions as a strategic partner of the International Fellowships Program has been to provide a pathway for otherwise highly qualified fellows to achieve English language proficiency through intensive English language instruction at the University of Hawai‘i. These students enter graduate degree programs once language proficiency is achieved. 

IFP fellows receive individually focused academic guidance and support from EWC staff and the opportunity to further their leadership abilities, cross-cultural skills, and knowledge of the Asia Pacific region while living and learning within the community of students and scholars at the Center.  

United States–South Pacific Scholarship Program
Academically talented students from 10 South Pacific nations are eligible to compete for the merit-based United States–South Pacific Islands Scholarship Program, established in 1994 and administered by the East-West Center. Funded by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs through a competitive grant process, the program provides undergraduate and graduate degree study opportunities for citizens from the independent countries in the region that have the least access to higher education in the United States: the Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Niue, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu.

Likely to hold future leadership roles in their respective countries, these scholarship recipients engage in academic study in fields of direct relevance to development needs in the Pacific region. They pursue standard liberal arts curricula, with priority given to public administration, education, environmental studies, journalism, political science, agriculture, business administration, economics, and related fields.  

In addition to study, training, and enrichment activities, this scholarship program provides a broad range of hands-on opportunities for students to learn about American society’s institutions, customs, values, and diversity; and includes a Washington, D.C.-based summer internship as well as a home country community service project.

United States–East Timor Scholarship Program 
The East-West Center was selected to administer the United States–East Timor Scholarship Program in a competitive bid process offered through the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. Open to citizens of East Timor, this merit-based scholarship program aims to identify and support the education of academically talented East Timorese who are expected to assume future leadership roles in their country. 

The scholarship provides the opportunity to pursue bachelors degree study in fields that are directly relevant to the critical development needs of the newly emerging East Timor nation. Such study areas include agricultural or environmental studies, business, communications or journalism, economics, education, international relations, natural resources management, political science, psychology, and urban planning. 

In addition to study, training, and enrichment activities, this scholarship program provides a broad range of hands-on opportunities for students to learn about American society’s institutions, customs, values, and diversity; and includes a Washington, D.C.-based summer internship as well as a home country community service project.

Obuchi Student Scholarships
Obuchi Student Scholarships support Okinawan students for masters degree study at the University of Hawai‘i in fields deemed beneficial to Okinawan development needs, including Asia Pacific studies, English as a Second Language, international business, and other disciplines. Funded by the U.S. government and private contributions through the East-West Center, these scholarships are offered through the Obuchi Okinawa Education and Research Program, a joint venture of the United States and Japanese governments. The program’s mission is to help Okinawa develop and strengthen its human resources in order to take a more proactive role in Asia Pacific intellectual, research, and business activities. 

In addition to student scholarships, the Obuchi Program, administered by the East-West Center, also offers Obuchi Japan Foundation Fellowships. These provide opportunities for established Okinawan specialists in education, business, media, government, and NGOs to engage in cooperative research and projects on Asia Pacific and global issues with East-West Center counterparts. 

Wing-tsit Chan Graduate Fellowships in Chinese Philosophy 
and
Ah-Kin (Buck) Yee Graduate Fellowship in Chinese Studies                 
A major bequest from UH alumnus Yue Shuen Lee, in honor of his two brothers-in-law, enables three East-West Center graduate students every other year to pursue academic work in Chinese philosophy and China-related studies. The two Wing-tsit Chan Fellowships in Chinese Philosophy honor Wing-tsit Chan, a scholar who emigrated to Hawai‘i from Southern China and later helped establish the philosophy program at the University of Hawai‘i in the mid-1930s. The Ah-Kin (Buck) Yee Graduate Fellowship in Chinese Studies honors Ah-Kin Yee, a renowned and beloved swimmer and surfer in Waikiki. 

Supplementary Scholarships and Awards to Assist Degree Fellows

Approximately half of the Center’s annual budget comes from a Congressional appropriation, and the other half from contracts, foundation grants, corporate sponsorships, and contributions from other governments, foundations, and individual donors, including alumni.  Financial support from the Center’s friends and alumni is a powerful measure of our programs’ value to the people and communities we serve.   An investment in the East-West Center is an investment in the future of the Asia Pacific region.   Through the generosity of the Center’s friends and alumni, supplementary scholarships are becoming available to assist degree fellows.  Finalists in the degree fellowship competition are considered for supplementary scholarships and awards, based on eligibility and availability of funds.   The following are examples of established supplementary scholarships and awards:

· East-West Center Association (EWCA) Alumni Scholars Awards 
The Alumni Endowment Fund was established to support student scholarships as a legacy to help future generations of students participate in East-West Center education programs.  Donations to this fund help to generate income to fund the EWCA Alumni Scholar Awards which supplement other sources of financial support for qualified, yet needy students. As the Center expands its educational programs, this additional assistance enables a growing number of individuals to join the EWC community each year. 

· Toufiq & Ulrike Siddiqi Degree Scholars Awards 
A former staff member and his wife, a long-time volunteer at the EWC, wanted to help East-West Center graduate degree fellows from South Asia.  Toufiq and Ulrike Siddiqi designed the Toufiq and Ulrike Siddiqi Degree Scholars Awards to help South Asian graduate degree fellows who need initial assistance with travel and other start up costs to be able to take advantage of the EWC grants.  These awards are made annually for two to four graduate degree fellows from South Asia (Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka).

· Ashok Kumar Malhotra Seva (Compassionate Service) Award 

A dedicated volunteer himself, 1960’s alumnus Ashok Malhotra created a fund to reward and encourage public service.  The Ashok Kumar Malhotra Seva (Compassionate Service) Award provides support each year to one or more international students with an outstanding academic record and a record of and intention to be involved in continuing community service in the Asia Pacific region.  The scholarship encourages students to use both the theoretical and practical aspects of wisdom gained through their studies in their respective disciplines.  Award decisions are based on financial need, community service, high education achievement, and funding availability, to assist one to two degree fellows per year.

· Jean E. Rolles Fellowships

Jean Rolles was a member of the EWC Foundation Board of Directors from 2000 to 2006 and now serves on the EWC Board of Governors.  She established the Jean E. Rolles Fellowships as a Permanent Named Endowment to provide annual awards to students who have a past record and intention of future involvement in the fields of environment, economics or the travel and hospitality industry.  Award decisions will be based on financial need, leadership experience high education achievement and funding availability, and will assist one to two fellows each year

· Eleanor and Hermann Haus Fellowships 

Stephen Haus’s international focus turned to the Asia Pacific region after his experience as a Henry Luce Scholar in Kyoto, Japan.  He was impressed by the mission and programs of the East-West Center and established the Eleanor and Hermann Haus Fellowships in honor of his parents and his strong belief that students educated in sustainability will change their home countries and the world.   The Eleanor and Hermann Haus Fellowships will provide awards each year for one or more international or American students who have an outstanding academic record, a past record of and intention of future involvement in the fields of design, engineering or management, and commitment toward developing a better environment throughout the Asia Pacific region.

Student Affiliate Program

The East-West Center Student Affiliate Program gives self-funded, full-time classified graduate students at the University of Hawai‘i the opportunity to participate fully in the Center’s educational programs and to live in its international residence halls. It provides an unparalleled chance for these individuals to interact on a daily basis with the Center’s international degree fellows, scholars, and other participants, and has proved for many to be instrumental in helping to establish lasting relations that extend into future careers or other endeavors. 

Student affiliates are eligible to apply for EWC field study awards, pursue academic certificate programs, and become involved in EWC research projects. They receive special housing rates at East-West Center dormitories and are encouraged to participate in other educational, cultural, and extracurricular programs of the Center. 

Priority is given to students with research or major projects focusing on the Asia Pacific region and with professional commitment to the Asia Pacific region. Individuals selected as student affiliates are on award at the East-West Center and must accept roles of active participation in the international community and program. 
Affiliate Scholar Program

The East-West Center has an affiliate scholar program that provides an opportunity for graduate students from universities and institutions world-wide, to have a short-term affiliation with the Center while working on intensive research for a thesis or dissertation related to the Asia Pacific region.  Affiliate scholars pursue their research interests in the library, and connect with faculty and other scholars at the East-West Center, and/or the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, where specialists share their research interests.  

The affiliate scholar program is able to accommodate applicants who are able to provide their own funding, which include but are not limited to travel, living expenses and health insurance.  Affiliate scholars reside in an East-West Center residence hall with graduate fellows from over 50 countries including the U.S., and are encouraged to actively participate in the rich set of East-West Center activities.  The affiliate scholar program is short-term in nature, and visa sponsorship is limited to one semester, or a maximum of one year.  

Key Components of the East-West Center Fellowship Experience

Beyond fulfilling degree requirements at the University of Hawai‘i, East-West Center graduate degree fellows participate in the East-West Center community and its programs.  

These key experiential components include: 

Living on Campus at the East-West Center 

Located in Honolulu adjacent to the University of Hawai‘i, the Center’s 21-acre campus features conference, research, and residential facilities nestled in the heart of beautiful Manoa Valley.  Students and other EWC participants live in residence halls that include nearly 500 rooms and apartments.  Living, cooking and sharing meals together in the residence halls is a vital experience in community building that begins at the Center.  Through this residential community, East-West Center students develop lifelong relationships and a powerful sense of community with others who share an interest in the Asia Pacific region.  

In the residence halls, Hale Manoa and Hale Kuahine, dormitory rooms are arranged in living units, with each unit consisting of three double and four single rooms. All rooms have telephone service and Internet access, and each living unit has shared bathroom facilities.  Communal kitchen facilities and coin-operated laundry machines are located on each common floor.  Other amenities include individual mailboxes, daily newspapers in the common area, snack/beverage vending machines, and ice machines. In addition, residents have access to lounges for TV viewing and small meetings or social functions.  Hale Manoa also has a music room with a piano, pool table and ping-pong table that are shared by residents in both dormitories.

Rooms contain a desk, dresser, chair, bed, study lamp, telephone, fan, clock radio, bookshelf and closet space.  Linen and bedding (including pillow, blanket, bedspread, two sheets, and a pillow slip) are provided. 

Each residence hall has a reception desk with services such as checking persons in and out of rooms, taking messages, providing change for laundry and vending machines, issuing spare keys, maintaining security and providing general information.
Certain floors or units of these residence halls are designated for male-only or female-only room assignments. Other areas are for coeducational living, where married couples are accommodated in double rooms. 

Participating in Regularly Scheduled Center activities and seminars, including:

· Community Service. Degree fellows devote 90 hours to community service during their award period. Through service learning activities, participants develop leadership skills, and broaden their understanding of Hawai‘i and its multicultural community, and the ways in which transformational change can take place at personal, professional and grassroots levels.

· Wednesday Evening Seminar. The Wednesday Evening Seminar (WES) is a weekly gathering of Center participants in their first fall and spring semester.  WES brings together fellows from diverse academic disciplines, geographic areas, and life experiences, to learn and dialogue on issues of common concern that impact the US and Asia Pacific region.  While graduate degree fellows focus their attention in highly specialized disciplines of study at the University, the Wednesday Evening Seminar strives to challenge EWC fellows to explore issues that may be beyond their range of expertise or comfort zones; to explore issues facing the Asia Pacific region, and, in the process, forge bonds among themselves that ultimately strengthen the Center’s diverse, global community.  This seminar series is planned and organized by East-West Center degree fellows as part of an internship experience.  Through invited expert speakers, films, and facilitated small group discussions on themes relevant to the US and Asia Pacific region, the WES strives to create an environment for academic interaction and cultural learning between participants who themselves represent the vast diversity within the Asia Pacific region.  
Recent or upcoming Wednesday Evening Seminar themes:

· Sustainability:  Behind the Veneer of the Rhetoric
· Creating Futures for Asia and the Pacific:  Choices and Behaviors
· Empowering People for the Future of Asia and the Pacific

· Risk and Security in Asia and the Pacific

Fulfilling an Academic Requirement, Which May Consist of One of the Following:

· Completion of an interdisciplinary certificate. 

· Participation in an approved East-West Center internship program;

· Research involvement in an East-West Center project; or

East-West Center internships: Several internship possibilities are offered each year.  Degree fellows in internship programs gain leadership experience in planning and organizing student activities including the International Graduate Student Conference (two internships) and the Wednesday Evening Seminars (four internships). Internships have also been arranged in the EWC Publications Office and the Research Information Services.  

Participation in a EWC research project:  When a degree fellow’s experience, knowledge and timing come together at the right moment for involvement in a Center research project, a EWC researcher and degree fellow may do collaborative research. Such involvement may take a variety of forms, but to fulfill the fellowship requirement should entail substantive contributions, done in cooperation with a member of the Center’s research staff.  Refer to the Research Program section of this booklet for a list of current research projects.

Interdisciplinary Certificate:  Fellows may also select a certificate option among the four offered: Interdisciplinary certificates in Leadership, International Cultural Studies, Population Studies, and Conflict Resolution.  Details are provided below and on the Center’s website at www.eastwestcenter.org/studentprograms
Interdisciplinary Certificate Programs

East-West Center degree fellows can choose from four specialized certificate programs: Leadership, International Cultural Studies, Population, and Conflict Resolution. 

The Leadership Certificate

Mission Statement

The Leadership Certificate is a two-year, inter-disciplinary program which enhances the East-West Center experience by bringing together student fellows to learn how to lead and navigate change as engaged citizens in the Asia Pacific region.

Eligibility and Requirements
The Leadership Certificate is open to all East-West Center degree fellows.  It is one of several Certificate Programs offered by the Center.  ADB fellows are required to take the Leadership Certificate as part of their scholarship.  The following courses will receive a total of 12 UH credits and are open to students who sign up for the Leadership Certificate and receive permission from the instructor:

· Service Learning and Leadership, Parts I & II 

· Film and Leadership 

· Contemporary Leadership Profiles 

Goals and Outcomes

In partnership with the Asia Pacific Leadership Program (APLP), the Leadership Certificate will help EWC students achieve the following goals:

· Learn about the servant leadership model and civic engagement, then apply this knowledge through action plans, community service work and internships (Service Learning & Applied Leadership — I & II)
· Develop in-depth knowledge of historical leaders, classical leadership theories and diverse models of indigenous leadership in Asia Pacific through international film and literature (Film & Leadership course)
· Develop personal leadership skills and capacity by designing case studies and profiles of contemporary leaders in the Asia Pacific (Contemporary Leadership Profiles course)
· Meet and interact with local leaders (Asia Pacific Leadership Program’s Distinguished Leaders Lecture Series)
· Integrate leadership studies into the personal and professional lives of students, including their educational goals at the EWC, as engaged citizens and agents of change in the Asia Pacific region.  
· Gain leadership experience by organizing and facilitating the Fall Service Learning Fair and the Spring Leadership Symposium and by contributing to and editing the Transformational Leadership Journal.
For more information about the Leadership Certificate Program, please visit our website:

www.EastWestCenter.org/LeadershipCertificate
Population Studies Certificate

The Population Studies Program at the University of Hawai‘i (UH) and the Population and Health Studies Program at the East-West Center offer the interdisciplinary graduate certificate program in population studies. The certificate program explores the relationships between population processes such as fertility, mortality, migration, population growth, aging, and their variable contexts in the contemporary world.  These perspectives include historical, environmental, cultural, social, economic, and political. Given the geographic location of the East-West Center and UH and the expertise of the faculty, this certificate program emphasizes policies and issues of contemporary importance in the Asia Pacific region.

The program's curriculum draws on the strengths of its interdisciplinary faculty who are drawn from sociology, economics, public health, geography, anthropology, political science, urban planning, and communication.  Their current interests of research and teaching include, among others, high-risk behavior among youth, change in marriage and the family, health and development, the emergence of HIV/AIDS and other infectious disease, economic aspects of aging, and migration and urbanization.

The graduate certificate is awarded to students who successfully complete two core courses on the materials and methods of population; and two population-related courses from their own discipline; participate in an interdisciplinary seminar; and submit a capstone paper or pass a comprehensive examination.  Students who have been admitted to any graduate program at the University will be admitted to the program if they notify the Population Studies director of their intention to enroll in the program.  Independent admission is also possible.

For more information see the websites of the Population Studies Program www.populationstudies.hawaii.edu and the Population and Health Studies Program www.eastwestcenter.org/res-ph.asp.

International Cultural Studies Certificate Program

The International Cultural Studies Certificate Program (ICSCP) promotes interdisciplinary understanding of culture, with emphasis on Asia and the Pacific, through theoretical and practical training at the University of Hawai‘i and East-West Center, and in the local Hawaiian community. This graduate level program brings together faculty and students whose research and teaching focus on the politics of culture, with emphasis on the interpretive methods in the social sciences and the arts and humanities.

Students in the program study the creation, dissemination, and consumption of diverse cultural elements, such as popular literature, film, commercial products and services, music, dance, and performances of other genres. And there are related campus seminars, conferences, and other activities that spotlight cultural studies and enhance communication and collaboration between the East-West Center and UH.  
The certificate can be combined with degree programs in the humanities and social sciences or with technical and professional fields. 

For more information, visit the website:  www2.hawaii.edu/~culture/
Conflict Resolution Certificate

The University of Hawai‘i at Manoa Program on Conflict Resolution (PCR) is designated as a conflict resolution “theory development center” and is one of sixteen university programs funded by the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation.  PCR has a strong commitment to systematic, interdisciplinary teaching and research on conflict resolution and contributes to the improvement of conflict resolution practices in the Pacific community through its service.  The graduate certificate in conflict resolution is available to students seeking the certificate only or concurrently with a Masters or Ph.D. program.

This certificate introduces students to:

1. Fundamentals of Conflict Resolution: communication and negotiation;

2. Mediation systems;

3. Dynamics of group conflict;

4. Skills for organizing and leading group deliberations; and

5. Culturally appropriate dispute resolution processes.

For more information, visit the website: www.peaceinstitute.hawaii.edu and select “Conflict Resolution” to go to the overview of the certificate program.

STUDENT-LED PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES 

Participants in the East-West Center Education Program participate in an exciting spectrum of extracurricular activities, student-led projects and initiatives that draw upon and highlight the Center’s broad diversity of cultural perspectives and traditions. 

East-West Center International Graduate Student Conference

This multi-day conference, organized by graduate degree fellows at the Center, has become one of the premier graduate student conferences in the world, and the largest focusing on the Asia Pacific.  Each year the conference revolves around a theme of significance to the U.S.–Asia Pacific region. Through paper presentations, panel discussions, and poster sessions, participants have explored such themes as “Addressing Development Issues in Asia Pacific,” “A Sense of Place in the Pacific and Asia: Socioeconomic, Cultural, Political, and Environmental Identities,” and “Local/Global Relations in the Asia Pacific Region.”  Conference chair and co-chair are internship positions held by two EWC graduate degree fellows.

East-West Fest

One of the major cultural events of the year, East-West Center students work together to organize this popular, educational, and fun-filled day of sharing their talents, crafts, music, cuisine, games, and goodwill with the Hawai‘i community. Held outdoors on the EWC campus, this festival promotes international cooperation and understanding, which are the underpinnings of all East-West Center endeavors.

Impulse Journal

A growing source of pride at the Center, IMPULSE, the East-West Center creative journal, urges EWC participants, staff, and alumni to submit creative writing, art, or photography to be considered for publication.  Visit http://education.eastwestcenter.org/impulse for more information on Impulse.

East-West Center Participants Association

One of the objectives of the EWCPA Board is to create a vibrant and cohesive participant community that interacts, shares, and appreciates talents, arts, cultures, thoughts, and good will with one another. Ongoing activities include weekly films, shuttles to area markets, as well as participant organized social and cultural events.  Visit http://education.eastwestcenter.org/ewcpa/ewcpa_info.htm for more current and scheduled events.

LEADERSHIP EDUCATION

The Asia Pacific Leadership Program

The Asia Pacific Leadership Program (APLP) is the center of excellence for leadership education in the Asia Pacific region.

The APLP is a 9-month graduate certificate program with a minimum five-month residency at the East-West Center in Honolulu.  The program combines the development of regional expertise with the enhancement of individual leadership capacity.

The APLP’s core philosophy is that leadership potential is most successfully realized when developed alongside an ability to critically evaluate real-world events and issues, to think regionally and to work collaboratively. 

As the world becomes increasingly interconnected and complex, the need for exceptional leadership continues to grow.  Leaders who can successfully navigate change require creative vision and the capacity to chart and act upon that vision. 

The APLP equips participants to become agents of change through the provision of high quality program content, an emphasis on applied experiential learning, and the development of an alumni network of excellence that spans the world.  Graduates leave the East-West Center with an expansive regional perspective. They are knowledgeable about the societies and issues of the Asia Pacific region, and are trained to exercise leadership and promote cooperation in a variety of cultural, geographic and institutional environments.  APLP alumni are navigators of change.

APLP Content

The APLP is distinctive in focus and content. The program consists of two intensive graduate courses (the Leadership Seminar and the Regional Core Issues Seminar), as well as professional development, an international field study, internships, applied leadership projects, and multiple off-campus activities and options.  

The Leadership Seminar is designed to prepare participants for contextually sensitive and effective leadership in the Asia Pacific region. The course is based on the conviction that each individual has the capacity to lead and that leadership encompasses all aspects of personal and professional life.  Our philosophy is that leadership comes from the inside out, and to lead others you must first learn to lead yourself.  The foundation of leadership is self-awareness.  This means a cognizance of one’s core knowledge, skills, competencies, values and goals. The program is designed to enhance learning in all these areas through a variety of training opportunities. 

The Regional Core Issues Seminar introduces participants to critical issues in the Asia Pacific region and the United States using a wide range of methods and disciplinary perspectives.  The seminar’s organizational framework is based on the East-West Center’s research agenda for examining key cultural, political, economic, environmental and social issues in the region. Emphasis is placed on building an understanding of the complex interactions among these aspects of contemporary societies in the Asia Pacific.

The APLP’s two seminar courses are designed and integrated to maximize interconnections and provide the regional and theoretical content exceptional leaders need. Program coursework involves an array of activities ranging from the informal sharing of ideas to rigorous formal seminars and Field Studies, and from interactive simulations to presentations by distinguished leaders from across the Asia Pacific. 

Professional Development provides customized opportunities for training, including advanced graduate study and early-to-mid career advancement, as well as mentorship and skills enhancement. 

The APLP draws on the diverse knowledge and leadership experience of APLP participants, as well as the world-class resources of the East-West Center and its extended community. Each year, over 50 experts from the Center and around the world join the class to provide insight into how they chart the critical changes affecting the region and to reflect on the leadership lessons only experience can bring.

In the spring semester, participants have multiple options.  These include the opportunity to take advanced graduate courses at the University of Hawai'i, such as specialized Asia Pacific language study, further examination of regional issues, or leadership training.  Second, APLP fellows can pursue internships in Asia Pacific, the mainland United States, or Hawai'i.  In the past, fellows have worked at the World Bank and the Asia Society in Washington, DC, the United Nations in Bangkok, the Foreign Commercial Service and Oxfam in Vietnam, and other high-level organizations across the region.  Third, participants can join Group Independent Study Travel (GIST), an extended field study in Southeast Asia.  Fourth, APLP fellows may also design and execute applied leadership projects, working together as teams.  Recent projects have included coordinating educational outreach for the 2007 voyage of the Hōkūle’a (an historic double-hulled canoe) to Micronesia and Japan and building houses with Habitat for Humanity in Sri Lanka as post-tsunami relief work.  Or, fifth, participants may elect to return to employment, while remaining actively engaged with the APLP.  Participants are invited to reunite in Honolulu for a capstone conference at the end of the program to debrief the experience, share professional expertise and learning, discuss future opportunities for collaboration, and graduate from the East-West Center.  

APLP Community   

APLP participants join the extended East-West Center community of nearly 400 graduate degree fellows in residence on the Center’s 21-acre campus. Within this broader living and learning community, APLP fellows have a remarkable opportunity to capitalize on the diverse skills, talents, knowledge and experiences of their peers.  

Each APLP cohort is comprised of representatives from over 20 countries and a broad array of backgrounds ranging from business, politics and science to neighborhood, religious, advocacy and research communities. Rather than viewing difference and diversity as obstacles, the APLP approaches them as opportunities for discussion, debate and mutual growth.  Learning to build community and lead diversity is a critical challenge in the 21st century and lies at the heart of the APLP experience.

Upon graduation, APLP fellows join a dynamic alumni network that provides valuable professional and peer support.  Currently active in over 40 countries, this network stretches from Central Asia to Northeast Asia, across the Pacific to the United States.  In December 2006, the APLP staged a 5th anniversary alumni reunion in Vietnam.

How to Apply

The Asia Pacific Leadership Program invites applications from early-to mid-career professionals from all walks of life with a demonstrated interest in the Asia Pacific region. 

For further information and application forms, please visit the APLP website: www.eastwestcenter.org/aplp
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

The East-West Center Education Program offers professional development opportunities for educators, researchers, and others seeking to enhance their knowledge of issues relating to the Asia Pacific Region. 

Asian Studies Development Program

In this era of increasing interdependence and globalization, it is crucial that Americans understand the cultures and histories as well as contemporary social issues related to Asia and the region. In 1990, to help meet this challenge, the East-West Center and the University of Hawai‘i established the Asian Studies Development Program (ASDP). The mission of ASDP is to infuse Asian content and perspectives into the core curriculum at American two- and four-year colleges and universities through programs that help faculty expand and refine their knowledge and teaching of Asian Studies. The ASDP network now includes over 400 colleges and universities throughout the United States. Twenty of these institutions are designated as ASDP regional centers.  
ASDP offers the following programs and services: 

· Summer residential institutes in Honolulu are designed to enhance teaching about Asia and support curriculum development. These are open to university and college humanities and social science faculty. Various funding sources support ASDP institutes, including the Freeman Foundation, which funds the annual three-week Institute on Infusing Asian Studies into the Undergraduate Curriculum; the National Endowment for the Humanities, which continues to fund five-week institutes on various Asian cultures and themes; and the Korea Foundation provides funds for the Institutes on Korean Culture and Society. 

· Field seminars in Asia offer college and university faculty opportunities to experience Asian cultures and societies first hand.  These educational programs have included:

· “China’s Contending Metropolitan Regions.” This three-week field seminar introduced U.S. college and university faculty in the social sciences to Hong Kong and Shanghai, two of the most important economic centers in China. This program was hosted by Hong Kong University and Tongji University in Shanghai. 

· “Malaysia and Indonesia Field Seminar.” Funded by Fulbright-Hays, this five-week program explored the history, religion, and contemporary social issues of the Malay world. 
· “Institute on Teaching about China and the United States.” A joint program of ASDP, the Chinese Ministry of Education, and Peking University, this three-week program that brings Chinese and American faculty together seeks to improve understanding of different cultures and common issues through travel and discussion.  
· Mainland workshops for faculty development. These three-day workshops are jointly planned by ASDP and hosting colleges and universities. Topics vary to reflect the geographical and/or thematic interest of the hosting institution. Recently, ASDP workshops have included a focus on Islam in Asia.  
· ASDP regional centers are community colleges, private liberal arts colleges, and universities that serve as mentoring campuses in their area. The Association of Regional Centers brings together the ASDP regional centers as a network for collaboration on special projects. 

· Annual national conferences serve as venues for ASDP-affiliated faculty and others to present research and models for developing Asian studies courses and programs. These two-day meetings, hosted by ASDP regional centers, also feature presentations by outstanding scholar-teachers.

· Outreach is provided on an on-going basis to ASDP alumni and other interested faculty through the ASDP newsletter, an active Internet discussion list, and faculty development workshops at mainland colleges. 

· Developing Asia connections. For several years, ASDP has enjoyed a close exchange relationship with the Ministry of Education in China for Chinese and American faculty to learn about each other’s countries. More recently, ASDP is developing collaborative faculty development programs with universities in Southeast and East Asia.  

AsiaPacificEd Program for Schools 
AsiaPacificEd Program supports U.S.-Asia Pacific engagement by providing cross-cultural learning and exchange opportunities for teachers and students from the United States and the Asia Pacific region.  The range of programs offered includes:

· “Best Practice” Teaching Institute and Exchange, involving an international community of educators through institutes in Honolulu and U.S. school visits to share best teaching practices in education.

· “Travel and Teach” in Asia Program, providing U.S. elementary and secondary school educators with hands-on summer teaching and travel experience in Asia.

· “Teaching History and Memory” Workshops, which tap into the power of ‘living history’ to make teaching about the past come alive in the classroom. 

· “Partnership for Youth” Cross-Cultural Exchange, which incorporates civics and service-learning experience into an international exchange involving high school students from the United States and the Asia Pacific region.

· “Schools-Helping-Schools” Initiative, which helps connect U.S. and Asian schools in partnerships to support humanitarian projects and to foster ties between cultures.

For more information, visit www.AsiaPacificEd.org; call (808) 944-7378; or email asiapacificed-apps@eastwestcenter.org.

EDUCATIONAL POLICY RESEARCH AND DISSEMINATION

International Forum for Education 2020

 “Education 2020” was initiated by the East-West Center to address the need for new paradigms in education that will respond to transforming economic, social and cultural changes. These changes result from increased globalization, heightened interdependency and uneven development among nations.

The core of any society’s capacity to deal with such dramatic change lies in its educational system. Rapidly accelerating and uneven change calls for educational responses that go beyond simply reforming existing institutions. Because of the fast pace of change, educational institutions face a deepening crisis that admits to no single solution. Educational systems must be attuned to the specific ways in which globalization impacts local conditions and they must be capable of and committed to creative innovation.  Education 2020 is committed to fostering educational change that will help build local, national and regional communities where conflicts can be resolved peacefully, diversity can be enriched, and development can be sustainable and equitable.

Following its historic mission of responding to issues critical to the well-being of the Asia Pacific community, the East-West Center is bringing together organizations and individuals concerned with the role of education in shaping the future of a rapidly changing region.  Education 2020 provides a setting for current and potential leaders in the Asia Pacific region to work collaboratively in developing new strategies for innovation in education, currently focusing on higher education.  It includes three primary activities:

· The Education Leadership Institute

· Senior Seminars  concerned with creatively addressing the future educational needs of the region

· Publication of creative perspectives by noted scholars from the Asia Pacific region 

The Education Leadership Institute

The Education Leadership Institute is focused on meeting the enormous challenges that will face education in the Asia Pacific region over the next 15 years. The powerful social, economic and cultural changes occurring in the region will compel corresponding changes in how education is conceived, organized and delivered. The Education Leadership Institute is designed to meet this challenge.

Each year the program brings together a cohort of fifteen to twenty individuals from five or six countries for a two-week institute. Participants will be drawn directly from educational environments in their countries, based upon their potential to affect policy research or implementation. Selection will include both public and private sectors. The Institute seeks individuals with a passion for education, and a capacity to think creatively and with rigor. EWC staff work with cooperating institutions in the countries selected for each year’s Institute. 

The Institute is designed to develop capacity for those seeking to address emerging educational challenges. Noted scholars work with participants in settings that allow free exchange of ideas, development of new ideas, and the creation of strategies designed to provide equity in an increasingly interdependent world. Small group interactions allow participants to address ways to appropriately restructure education to meet emerging needs, and pursue creative innovation. 

Senior Seminars

The International Forum for Education 2020 invites senior scholars and practitioners from various fields to focus on new approaches to educational challenges in the Asia Pacific region. Consultative sessions have been held in Hawai‘i and Hong Kong. These sessions provide insights into the creative leadership required to confront the difference between what formal schooling now offers and what the 21st century demands. A variety of publications including edited volumes, issue papers and case studies are generated by the Senior Seminars and the Leadership Institutes.

Recent programs have focused on the changing nature of higher education as countries seek to meet demands for broadening access to and improving quality with limited financial and human resources.  This includes exploring the tension between higher education as a public good and higher education as a commodity in an era of rapid   privatization of funding sources and growth of private educational enterprises in many Asia Pacific countries; and the dynamics of quality assurance within the context of globalization.
PART II.  THE RESEARCH PROGRAM

Research is fundamental to the mission of the East-West Center. The Center’s multidisciplinary Research Program addresses issues of contemporary policy significance in a comparative context.  It provides policymakers and stakeholders with the information and analytical tools they need to make informed decisions. It informs and complements Dialogue activities focused on shared learning and joint problem solving as well as Education and Training activities designed to develop the human capabilities in the region needed to address its most pressing issues. 

East-West Center activities, including research, are multinational and collaborative in nature, involving participants and institutions from the United States and throughout the Asia Pacific region. The Center recognizes that the most urgent regional problems are also global problems and seeks to address U.S.–Asia Pacific partnerships in a global context. It fosters partnerships that address significant, real-world problems and disseminates information and analysis to policymakers and the public. The Center strives to develop innovative collaboration among scholars, scientists, and decision makers in addressing the political, economic, demographic, resource, and environmental challenges facing the region.

Under the leadership of the Director of Research, the integrated Research Program is organized into four broad study areas: Politics, Governance, and Security; Economics; Environmental Change, Vulnerability, and Governance; and Population and Health. Themes being explored by resident and visiting fellows change depending on research and policy needs. Current areas of crosscutting interest include the political economy of Asian development; population, health, and the environment; economic development, governance, and poverty alleviation; energy and environmental economics; dynamics of regional security; vulnerability and resilience to extreme events; and enabling children and youth in Asia and the Pacific. Researchers also contribute to the activities of the Pacific Islands Development Program, the research and training arm and regional secretariat of the Pacific Islands Conference of Leaders representing 22 Pacific Island nations. collaborates with East-West Center Washington on research, training, and dialogue activities.

Politics, Governance, and Security

Research in the area of politics, governance, and security addresses issues of domestic and international political change, conflict, and cooperation. This study area focuses on how rapid socioeconomic development is affecting political institutions and processes and how political systems and leaders are accommodating new pressures and challenges. It also looks at how the end of the Cold War, the region’s economic crisis, and the new challenge of terrorism are affecting foreign policies and international relations in Asia and the Pacific.

The Dynamics of Regional Security 

The end of the Cold War, the collapse of the Soviet Union, the rise of China, and the emergence of the United States as the unchallenged leader in world affairs have dramatically altered the Asia Pacific strategic environment. Moreover, economic difficulties in several key Asian states, domestic turmoil in Indonesia, and nuclear concerns on the Korean peninsula and in South Asia are creating new tensions and apprehensions. But these dynamic developments should be viewed against a backdrop of preexisting ideological and political differences, economic competition, historical animosities, and territorial and maritime disputes which continue to inhibit regional consensus and cooperation and often produce conflict or the potential therefore. 

The war on international terrorism is creating new stresses within the region as nations are forced to react to this new security paradigm. Although the events of September 11, 2001, and their aftermath have profoundly influenced U.S. political relationships with Asia, these perturbations in the international system are superimposed upon and indeed may mask underlying fundamental interests and trends. The interaction of these dynamics cries out for analysis and for a shared understanding of areas of true consensus and disagreement.

But Asia, when compared with Europe and the trans-Atlantic, has relatively few regional institutions to discuss and encourage such consensus. There is thus a critical need to strengthen existing regional and sub-regional regimes and to forge new ones to manage international affairs, to help abate tensions, and to promote cooperation. This theme undertakes research, dialogue, and education activities to identify and analyze potential international, political, and economic issues that could produce conflict and to suggest ways and means for conflict management, cooperation, and regime building.

Social Change and Governance 

During the 1990s democratization and decentralization were viewed as panaceas for 

most social conflicts. Today, the concern that failed states breed terrorism has led many to conclude that any strong government is better than a weak one. Between these two positions many recognize that different arrangements for governing human societies have distinct strengths and weaknesses; that changes in society, economy, and communication can weaken or strengthen such arrangements; and that these various political arrangements can in turn shape the forces of social change.

This theme encourages interdisciplinary research projects aimed at understanding the relationship between governance and larger social forces, including how demographic and economic change spread market forces and globalization generally.

The Political Economy of Development 

At the start of the new millennium, the world faces a profound dilemma— why have some nations managed to develop advanced industrial and technological bases while others are mired in cycles of economic crises and underdevelopment? This theme examines this central question by conducting research on the dynamic changes created by industrialization, globalization, and the shifting roles of the state.

Researchers in this area investigate issues facing both industrialized and developing countries, including the institutional dynamics of contemporary capitalism in the region. In particular, financial, market, corporate governance, and property rights institutions are examined to see how they are affected by, and in turn influence, political structures and interests, thus shaping industrial development, socioeconomic change, and social stratification. Researchers work with fellows in other areas on the crosscutting theme of the political economy of Asian development.

Economics

Economic development and growth are vital for the establishment of a stable, peaceful, and prosperous Asia Pacific community. Countries in the region face a wide range of challenges and policy problems due to enormous differences in institutions and economic development. Developed countries face the challenge of sustaining economic growth and preserving prosperity as rapid progress in information technology transforms all economies. Newly industrialized economies (NIEs) face the dual challenges of completing reforms stemming from the Asian Financial Crisis and upgrading their infrastructure and economic institutions. Underdeveloped countries are struggling to find paths to sustainable development that also ameliorate poverty and undernourishment. Above all, globalization—defined as the crossborder integration of markets for capital, goods and services, labor, energy, and knowledge—has created enormous challenges for all Asia Pacific economies.

Through its research and dialogue activities, the Economics study area focuses on understanding the process of economic development and growth in the region, seeking policy solutions and remedies to existing problems. It aids the design of regional economic and political institutions which facilitate mutually beneficial economic cooperation through trade, investment, and technology exchange.

Research on economic development, growth, and cooperation spans all major areas of an economy; as such the research requires both a focused and an integrated approach.

Globalization and Economic Change 

Asia Pacific economies are undergoing rapid structural and institutional change and are becoming increasingly integrated with the global economy. Both of these processes have far-reaching implications not just for the economies concerned but also for the global economy. Through research and dialogue activities, the Center’s work in this theme explores a variety of issues including structural and institutional change stemming from globalization with a focus on the process of adapting to global forces. It explores the impact of trade, investment, and technology on workers, production, business organization, and the environment; the prerequisites for developing diverse Asian innovation systems; the implications of China’s entry into the WTO; and new proposals for modifying the architecture governing international finance.

Asian Development and Political Economy 

Economic development is closely intertwined with changing political institutions, population growth and aging, poverty alleviation, and environmental challenges. Critical issues examined in this theme include national and regional economic issues such as poverty, demographic change, trade and foreign investment, and their implications for governance issues. Research includes a comparison of diverse Asian approaches to industrial development and analyses of the contemporary institutions of capitalism in the region, economic relations among regions within and across countries, the demographic transition and its economic implications, poverty alleviation, and changes in economic inequality.

Information Technology and Innovation 

The rapid development and diffusion of information and communication technologies (IT) has fundamentally increased the mobility of information and knowledge. New developments in wireless communications, digital technology, fiber optic networking, and satellite technologies provide both opportunities and pressures for Asia Pacific economies to upgrade their economic institutions and industries. Firms face the challenge of using IT as a management tool to enhance productivity, quality, speed, and flexibility of response to competitive dynamics. Regulators and policymakers face complex issues of Internet governance and regulation of international trade in telecommunications. Research at the Center explores how economies can move from a plethora of “digital divides” that cut off a majority of Asian populations from potential benefits of IT to a long-term development strategy of upgrading the region’s innovation capabilities. It investigates the economic and social impact of IT developments, the region’s perspectives on upgrading the electronics industry, and the role of intellectual property rights in encouraging innovation and in broadly diffusing new products and production processes throughout the region.

Energy Economics 

The Asia Pacific region and the United States are the largest energy consumers as well as the largest energy import-dependent areas in the world. Research focuses on the strategic, market, environmental, and social implications of energy use as it influences national and regional economic development; identifies factors that affect supply and demand for energy; and forecasts future energy balances. Researchers address key issues related to structural change in energy markets, in particular privatization and deregulation of energy markets and their impact on supply availability and energy security. The objective is to promote sustainable economic development by fostering efficient energy markets and effective energy and environmental policies.

Ensuring smooth energy supply for economic development and preserving the environment are dual tasks for many countries. A crosscutting theme of Energy and Environmental Economics focuses on energy-related environmental issues, particularly issues of urban pollution and transportation fuel use. These projects are structured to assist countries to formulate and implement economically sound energy and environmental policies.

Environmental Change, Vulnerability, and Governance

Environmental research at the East-West Center focuses on critical interactions and interdependencies between environment and society.  Within this intellectual framework, individual projects respond to current issues of global and regional significance (e.g., climate change, biodiversity, urban pollution), illuminate critical gaps in scientific understanding, and explore innovative approaches to establishing more effective partnerships that will sustain both people and the environment.

For the past several decades many parts of the Asia Pacific region have undergone rapid social, economic, and environmental transformations. Industrialization, urbanization, and high rates of population and economic growth, together with ongoing loss of biodiversity and modifications to coastal areas and tropical rainforests, make the Asia region a “hot spot” from the perspectives of both global change and sustainable development. Both are inherently linked and their analyses need to be addressed as a set of integrated scientific and socioeconomic issues.

Environmental management has always been and will likely always be characterized by decision making with uncertainty. Experience and research indicate that effective management requires a new kind of collaboration between scientists and decision makers or managers, one which assumes a continuous, two-way flow of information and periodic evaluations and policy adjustments based on new insights gained from the field. Projects within this study area strive to understand the links between science and policy at all levels. Researchers seek to develop regional communities of scholars, resource managers, government officials, and community leaders with a shared understanding of these problems and the ability to translate research findings into information relevant to international, regional, national, and sub-national policymaking processes. They explore appropriate options for adaptive management through workshops, small group meetings, and other dialogue activities that engage scientists and decision makers in shared learning and joint problem solving. A crosscutting theme addresses building resistance to climate-related extreme events (such as droughts, floods, hurricanes and typhoons) and promoting adaptation in governments, businesses, and communities.

Work in this area seeks to assess (both quantitatively and qualitatively) environmental change and vulnerability in the Asia Pacific region and to facilitate appropriate policy responses.

Air Quality 

Raw coal and biomass, the most polluting of all fuels, make up more than three-quarters of the total burned by Asia’s population—both urban and rural. The burning of these fuels is increasingly credited with playing a major role in damaging public health and in global warming. The health, social, and economic costs of pollution in Asia exceeds $75 billion annually, and the outlook is for a doubling of some of these energy-related pollutants within a quarter century. There is an urgent need to analyze air-pollution related risks that societies face, to quantify them, and to examine their policy significance. Just as important is the need to develop tools to help decision makers at all levels prioritize their problems and find cost-effective solutions to improving public health.

Climate Variability and Change 

Year-to-year climate variability (e.g., El Niño and monsoons) and extreme events (e.g., droughts and storms) already pose significant challenges for key economic sectors in the region including agriculture and tourism, public health and safety, and critical water resources. Scientists predict that future impacts of climate change will also be particularly acute in Asia Pacific countries, especially for islands and coastal areas. In addition, projections indicate that greenhouse gas emissions in developing countries are increasing rapidly, particularly in China and India where industrialization and urbanization are strong. Clearly, balancing the demand for energy to fuel economic growth with the need to mitigate potential impacts of climate change presents an enormous climate-policy dilemma, not simply for Asia Pacific but for the entire world. Countries in the region urgently need to analyze the options, risks, and uncertainties in adapting to the changes and variability.

Environmental Economics

 It is now almost universally accepted that the environment is not a separate entity from the economy. Changes in one affect the other. Thus, economy and the environment must be fully integrated in decision making. In this context, environmental economics has become an indispensable tool of decision making, since no sensible environmental policy can be made without undertaking sound economic analysis. Research in the area focuses on evaluating market-based environmental policy instruments: environmental taxation, emissions trading, clean development mechanisms, and eco-labeling; economic model-based analysis of energy, climate, and environmental policies; economic growth, technological change, and the environment; interactions between trade policy and environmental policy, in particular environmental implications of trade and investment and relationships between multilateral environmental agreements and the WTO; climate economics and international climate policy; cost-effective analysis of energy supply and emissions abatement options; valuing environmental goods; estimating benefits of improved environmental quality; the economics of sustainable development; and comparative study of environmental policies in the Asia Pacific region and the United States.

Land-use and Land-cover Patterns 

Changes in global land cover (biophysical attributes typically observed remotely) and land use (human purpose applied to these attributes) are occurring at a rate, magnitude, and spatial extent unprecedented in human history. When aggregated globally these changes impact biodiversity, contribute to local and regional climate change as well as to global warming, and affect the ability of biological systems to support human needs. Human driving forces of land-use/cover change include: demographic factors such as population size and growth rate as well as migration; cultural values; technology; level of affluence and a society’s economic structure; and political systems. A better understanding of how these factors affect land-use decisions and drive land-cover changes is critical for projecting future patterns of land use and future states of land cover. Of particular interest is linking social science data collected at household and community levels with remotely sensed and other spatial data to study both the driving forces of land use/ cover changes as well as the impacts these changes have on deforestation, biodiversity, carbon sequestration, and local communities.

Community-led Resource Management 

Years of trial and error have demonstrated the importance of engaging villagers, communities, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), and governments in efforts to align the rights and responsibilities, as well as the costs and benefits, of ecosystem management. This research studies the roles local communities play in the management and development of natural resources in the Asia Pacific region as national governments and scientists collaborate with local communities in designing win-win land management scenarios.

Population and Health

The Population and Health study area conducts basic and applied research, offers professional education and training, and facilitates the exchange of information among policymakers, program managers, and scholars on critical population and health issues facing Asia. The objective is to improve understanding of how social, economic, cultural, political, and environmental conditions interact with demographic and health trends and to contribute thereby to the formulation of effective population, development, and health policies and programs.

In implementing the research agenda, population and health researchers work with colleagues in other study areas on crosscutting themes such as population, health and environment, vulnerability and resilience to extreme events, and enabling children and youth.

Reproductive and Child Health 

As development proceeds and fertility declines, population policies and programs in developing countries have been evolving from a narrow focus on family planning to a broader focus on reproductive health covering the full panoply of women’s health needs and the health needs of their children. The Center’s research agenda has accordingly broadened to include greater emphasis on such issues as antenatal and postnatal care, quality of care, nutrition, domestic violence, and immunization of women and their children.

Population, Environment, and Health 

Asia is the most densely populated region in the world, with more than half of the earth’s population living on less than a third of the world’s arable land area. Despite declining fertility, the region’s population is projected to grow by another 50 percent by 2050. At the same time, Asian economies and consumption patterns are growing faster than in any other world region. These changes are causing a host of severe environmental problems in many parts of the region, which are likely to worsen if adequate policy measures are not taken. Asia’s rivers and cities, for example, are among the most polluted in the world, and the region is projected to become the leading producer of greenhouse gases by 2020. Research in this area addresses how population dynamics influence environmental change and how environmental changes affect health and well-being.

Aging and Development 

Rapid population aging is occurring throughout the Asia Pacific region, but especially in countries of East Asia. Japan may soon have the oldest population in the world. As aging occurs, countries are facing important policy challenges. How best can the needs of the elderly be met? Will current approaches to support the elderly place an undue burden on the younger generation? And are there dangers that programs for the elderly will undermine economic growth? These issues are also being confronted in the West where population aging is more advanced. But the process of population aging is occurring much more rapidly in Asia than in the West, and it will occur in some Asian countries at a much earlier stage of economic development.

Gender, Work, and Family 

Revolutionary changes in the status of women are occurring in Asia Pacific. Especially in East Asia but increasingly elsewhere, women are having many fewer children, becoming more educated, participating more in the labor force, and playing an increasingly important role in economic development. A flight from marriage is also occurring in many countries, particularly in East Asia, as financial independence, values of individualism, and the rise of divorce make marriage less attractive to women. Arranged marriage is on the decline, and married adult children are less likely than before to live with parents. Also, because women increasingly work outside the home, they are less available to care for elderly parents. Current research focuses on analysis of factors affecting these trends and their policy implications.

Youth at Risk 

The proportion of adolescents and young adults in the total population is rapidly increasing in many countries of Asia, particularly in South Asia. Providing job opportunities for young adults is a major challenge in these countries, where youth unemployment tends to be high. Combined with rapid urbanization, this is creating the potential for political volatility. Cultural tensions associated with rapid westernization, particularly in Asia’s large and rapidly growing cities, add to this potential for unrest.

Youth are at high risk for drug abuse, unprotected sex, and infection by HIV/AIDS, particularly in Asia’s burgeoning megacities. Youth also predominate in the large flows of international labor migration to the Middle East and to other countries within Asia. Current research on these trends focuses on comparative analysis of data from a series of youth and young adult surveys that the Center has undertaken collaboratively in several countries in the region.

New and Re-emerging Infectious Diseases 

New and re-emerging infectious diseases, including HIV/AIDS, malaria, dengue, and tuberculosis, are growing problems in Asia Pacific. The potential for serious HIV/AIDS epidemics remains high, but the patterns of HIV transmission in the region make epidemics amenable to well-designed prevention efforts. Current Center research and policy efforts on HIV/AIDS are directed toward assessing the HIV situation, understanding the key determinants of HIV transmission, and assisting country programs in developing effective responses to the epidemic. Asia has the highest rates of tuberculosis in the world—and a rising prevalence of drug-resistant strains of both tuberculosis and malaria. Research on tuberculosis and malaria focuses on environmental and behavioral factors affecting the prevalence of these diseases.

Additional Research

The Pacific Islands Development Program 

The Pacific Islands Development Program (PIDP) is the secretariat for the Pacific Islands Conference of Leaders, which is made up of 22 heads of government from the Pacific Islands region. PIDP was established in 1980 to assist island leaders in their collective efforts to achieve and sustain equitable social and economic development consistent with the goals of the region’s people. It began as a forum through which island leaders could discuss critical issues of development with a wide spectrum of interested countries, donors, NGOs, and the private sector.

PIDP’s research has focused on a number of areas: Economic Development, Cultural and Social Aspects of Development, International Trade and Investment, Population and Economic Development, Resource Management and Sustainable Development, Tuna Resource Development, Disaster Mitigation, and Private Sector Development. 

Currently research into a holistic development model for Pacific Island settings and the Talanoa (dialogue) process of conflict resolution (with special emphasis on the Fiji situation) is ongoing.

East-West Center Washington 

Established in 2001, the East-West Center Washington advances the Center’s mission through substantive program activities. These include collaborative research on key domestic and international political and security issues in and affecting the Asia Pacific region. An important focus is conflict reduction. Research aims to increase understanding of contemporary issues with a view to reducing tension and conflict and promoting peaceful change. Current research projects include Civil Society and Political Change in Asia, Management of Internal Conflicts in Asia, and Asian Security Order. East-West Center Washington also hosts the U.S.–Asia Pacific Council consisting of U.S. citizens and corporations committed to constructive relations with the region.

Current List of Research Projects at the Center
· Air Pollution and Poverty

· Analysis and Advocacy to Improve HIV Responses in Asia

· Asian International Justice Initiative

· Asian Youth and Risk Behavior

· Asia Pacific Energy Outlook

· China's Capitalist Transition

· China's Integration into Global Production Networks

· China's Rise: Asia Pacific and Global Implications

· China's Western Development Strategy/Climate change policy and diplomacy
· Climate Risk Management in the Asia Pacific: Enhancing Resilience and Improving Decision Making

· Co-management of Tropical Forest Resources in Bangladesh. 

· Competitiveness Issues in East Asian Integration

· Confidence Building Through Deepening Economic Integration Between Mainland China and Taiwan
· Domestic Political Change and Japan’s Foreign Policy

· Economic and Environmental Implications of the US Withdrawal from the Kyoto Protocol

· Economic Aspects of Population Change

· Emerging Infectious Disease: A Risk Assessment Framework

· Emerging Population Challenges in China and East Asia

· Energy and Economic Development in China

· Energy, Climate and Environmental Policy in China, the EU, Japan and the US

· Climate Change and Health

· Family Change in Asia and the United States

· Fiji Futures: Militarism, Politics and Sustainable Governance (PIDP)

· Fertility Decline and Aging in Asia

· Future of Tourism in Asia and the Pacific Islands

· The Geopolitics of China’s Global Hunt for Oil

· Global Production, Innovation and Work. Why is Chip Design Moving to Asia?

· Interregional Burden-sharing of Greenhouse Gas Mitigation in the United States 

· Islands of Globalization (PIDP)

· LNG Market in Asia

· Macroeconomic Aspects of Intergenerational Transfers

· Management of Internal Conflicts in Asia (DC)

· Meeting the Kyoto Targets: The Importance of Developing Country Participation

· Modeling and Policy Analysis for HIV Epidemics in Asia – Asian Epidemic Model and the UNAIDS Estimation & Projection Package

· Navigating Solomon Islands Future (PIDP)

· New Asian Economy

· Pacific Islands Regional Integrated Science and Assessment 

· Pathways to Asian Regionalism: Global Production Networks, Trade and Clusters

· Pathways to the ASEAN Economic Community

· Population and Environment

· Poverty Alleviation, Rural Development, and Trade

· Reconciling International Trade and the Environment 

· Regional Carbon Dioxide Permit Trading in the United States

· Reinventing Government in the Pacific Islands (PIDP)

· Rise of Private Business in China

· Role of Land-cover Change in Montane Mainland SE Asia in Altering Regional Hydrological Processes

· Towards an ASEAN Investment Area

· Understanding Dynamic Resource Management Systems and Land Cover Transitions in Montane SE Asia

· US ASEAN Free Trade Agreements

PART III:  EAST-WEST SEMINARS

East-West Seminars programs provide short-term educational experiences for policymakers, professionals, and scholars from Asia, the Pacific and the United States.  Under the leadership of the Director of Seminars, these programs are designed to focus on critical issues affecting the region.  Program activities facilitate interaction among participants in an effort to build a genuine Asia Pacific community.  Through this dialogue, the East-West Center strives to be a catalytic force for maximizing regional cooperation and minimizing conflict.

The Center provides a neutral meeting place where professionals, specialists and emerging leaders can discuss key regional issues and challenges and meet, interact and build relationships with their counterparts. Field study is an important part of many seminar experiences, allowing participants the opportunity to connect with newsmakers, government officials, business leaders, academics and other experts and decision-makers throughout the region. Requirements for participation vary from program to program, ranging from invitation-only programs, such as the Senior Policy Seminar, to open registration programs, such as the Asia Pacific Executive Forum. 

The East-West Seminars include:


Media Program

· Jefferson Fellowships

· Hong Kong Journalism Fellowships

· Asia Pacific Journalism Fellowships

· Japan—United States Journalists’ Exchange

· Chaplin Fellowship in Distinguished Journalism

Leaders and Policymakers

· Senior Policy Seminar

· New Generation Seminar

· Northeast Asia Economic Forum

Business Programs

· Asia Pacific Executive Forum

· Asia Pacific Conference on Emerging Technologies

Professional Development

· Summer Seminar on Population

· Changing Faces Women’s Leadership Program

· Building the Foundation Program for Resource Managers

· Pacific Studies Initiative
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