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PIDP’s publications policy is to publish research relevant to the island countries of the
Pacific. PIDP’s research projects—reviewed by the Standing Committee of the Pacific
Islands Conference of Leaders—respond to the issues discussed by heads of government
at the First (1980), Second (1985), Third (1990), Fourth (1993), and Fifth (1996) Pacific
Islands Conference. PIDP thus has a clear mandate to encourage and facilitate the
publication of its research results, which are disseminated to governments, as well as
private, regional, and international organizations.
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PACIFIC ISLANDS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

The Pacific Islands Development Program (PIDP) of the East-West Center serves as the
regional Secretariat for the Pacific Islands Conference of Leaders. PIDP provides the
research and training products based on the issues and problems identified by the heads
of government in the region. The Conference, which meets every three years, selects the
leaders to serve on its Standing Committee. This Committee reviews PIDP’s projects
annually to ensure that they respond to the issues and challenges raised at each Pacific
Islands Conference. This process enhances and provides focus for the East-West
Center’s mission in the Pacific islands region.

EAST-WEST CENTER

The East-West Center is a public, nonprofit education and research institution with an
international board of governors. Scholars, graduate students, educators, and
professionals in business and government work with the Center’s staff on current Asia-
Pacific issues. The Center was established in Hawai‘i in 1960 by the U.S. Congress,
which provides principal funding. Support also comes from more than 20 Asian and
Pacific governments, private agencies, and corporations and through the East-West
Center Foundation.
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