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HOW DOES SON PREFERENCE AFFECT POPULATIONS IN ASIA? by Sidney B. Westley
and Minja Kim Choe. AsiaPacific Issues, No. 84. Honolulu: East-West Center, September 2007.
12 pp. Paper, $2.50. Also available online at http://www.EastWestCenter.org/pubs/2236.

The preference for sons has deep social, economic, and cultural roots in many East and South
Asian societies. Historically, son preference has resulted in unusually high death rates for female
infants and girls. Over the past 30 years, the introduction of prenatal screening technologies
combined with widespread access to abortion has made possible the selective abortion of female
fetuses. Resulting gender imbalances have led to concerns that a shortage of women will make it
difficult for men to find wives. The Chinese, Indian, and South Korean governments have
responded by making prenatal screening for sex identification illegal. China and India have also
launched campaigns to improve attitudes toward girl children, and both countries offer small
allowances to some parents of girls. Experience in South Korea indicates that sex-selective
abortion peaks and then declines with social and economic modernization. Population
projections and survey data suggest that falling fertility and women’s reluctance to marry have a
much larger effect than sex-selective abortion on the availability of women in the marriage
market.

Papers in the AsiaPacific Issues series address topics of broad interest and significant impact
relevant to current and emerging policy debates. These eight-page, peer-reviewed papers are
accessible to readers outside the author's discipline. Additional titles can be found at
http://www.eastwestcenter.org/asiapacificissues. Recent titles in this series include:

VIABLE AND ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY SOURCES FOR MEETING SOUTH ASIA'S
GROWING ENERGY NEEDS, by Toufiq A. Siddigi. AsiaPacific Issues, No. 83. Honolulu:
East-West Center, August 2007. 8 pp. Paper, $2.50. Also available online at
http://www.EastWestCenter.org/pubs/2233.

DISINCENTIVES FOR DEMOCRATIC CHANGE IN CHIINA, by Teresa Wright. AsiaPacific
Issues, No. 82. Honolulu: East-West Center, February 2007. 8 pp. Paper, $2.50. Also available
online at http://www.eastwestcenter.org/pubs/2101.

POVERTY REDUCTION IN THE TRIBAL BELT OF EASTERN INDIA, by Christopher
Edmonds, Nobuhiko Fuwa, and Pabitra Banik. AsiaPacific Issues, No. 81. Honolulu: East-West
Center, August 2006. 12 pp. Paper, $2.50. Also available online at
http://www.eastwestcenter.org/pubs/2015.



'‘JUSTICE ON THE CHEAP' REVISITED: THE FAILURE OF THE SERIOUS CRIMES
TRIALS IN EAST TIMOR, by David Cohen. AsiaPacific Issues, No. 80. Honolulu: East-West
Center, May 2006. 12 pp. Paper, $2.50. Also available online at
http://www.eastwestcenter.org/pubs/2004.

CHINA AND THE DEPRECIATING U.S. DOLLAR, by Richard C.K. Burdekin. AsiaPacific
Issues, No. 79. Honolulu: East-West Center, January 2006. 8 pp. Paper, $2.50. Also available
online at http://www.eastwestcenter.org/pubs/1969.
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Search the East-West Center website at http://www.EastWestCenter.org/publications for other
publications by the East-West Center and its staff. If you have any questions, comments, or need
further information, contact the East-West Center Publication Sales Office at
ewcbooks@EastWestCenter.org.
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