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A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S

This Special Report owes much to the fine work that has been done in the form of reports
and articles by many Timorese and international organizations and individuals. During
numerous visits to Dili, I conducted in-depth interviews with as many participants as I
could, meeting with most of them several times. Among those I interviewed I was fortunate
to find a number of key individuals who, despite the demands of their jobs, generously
allowed me to consult them repeatedly and who steered me towards relevant documents and
sources of information. I owe a particular debt of gratitude to them. I have also benefited
enormously from the database of the Serious Crimes Unit and the CD/ROMs of the
Judgments, interlocutory motions, trial transcripts, and Indictments in the cases before the
Special Panels and Court of Appeal that were made available to me by Judge Coordinator
Phillip Rapoza and Deputy Prosecutor General for Serious Crimes Carl DeFaria. The
Judicial System Monitoring Programme (JSMP) and its director, Tiago Sarmento,
generously provided me with CD/ROMS of all of their reports and other publications on
the Serious Crimes process. I am also grateful to Special Representative of the Secretary-
General Sukehiro Hasegawa, and to his staff, for their kindness and hospitality and for
furnishing me with a number of important documents.

One of my goals in this report is to convey, as much as I am able, the views and
experiences of the individuals I interviewed. It is they who know the process most intimately
and their perspective, while by no means the whole story, is an essential part of it. In many
cases, because of fear of reprisal from the organizations they work for, they are unable to
express their views publicly. In such cases, and where they have requested I do so, I have
kept their identities confidential. In an organization genuinely devoted to transparency, such
fear of retaliation would not be a serious problem, but unfortunately it is very real. It is also
for this reason that I do not thank by name some of the individuals who were of great
assistance in providing advice, information, and documentation for this report. 

I also express my gratitude to the individuals who read parts of my report and offered
comments, criticisms, and in some cases additional documentation. This especially includes
the Portuguese-Tetum translation expert, who generously assisted in the preparation of the
Appendix, and John Rough, who provided key support as well as astute analysis on that part
of the report. I thank as well my friends in Indonesia who contributed a valuable perspective
on various topics: Asmara Nababan, Aviva Nababan, and Gregory Churchill. I also
consulted my colleagues at the International Center for Transitional Justice (ICTJ), Caitlin
Reiger and Marieke Wierda. Several other individuals read the entire report and offered
extremely detailed criticisms, factual corrections, and suggestions. Mere thanks are not
enough, but suffice it to say that I benefited enormously from their expert advice. They
include Dr. Sidney Jones, Professor Suzannah Linton, Leigh-Ashley Lipscomb, and Barbara
Oliveira.

My research in East Timor was made possible by the generous support to the Berkeley
War Crimes Studies Center of the Wang Family Foundation and Professor Ralph Hexter,
former Dean of the Humanities at UC Berkeley. I also acknowledge the important
encouragement and advice of my colleagues, Professors Frank Wang and Laura Young.
My students—Masumi Matsumoto, Emily Harpster, Jerome Mayer-Cantu, Sara Kendall,
Stephanie Lowe, and Leslie Lang—provided invaluable assistance through their work on East
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Timor at the War Crimes Studies Center, particularly in regard to the website documentation
on the Serious Crimes trials. The East-West Center, and especially my colleagues Professor
Nancy Lewis, Phil Estermann, and Lillian Shimoda, made it possible for me to write this
report in an ideal research environment. Jeff Harris and Sandi Chun also made an important
contribution through their hospitality.

Finally, I wish to express my respect and admiration for the many Timorese and
international participants in the Serious Crimes process I encountered in Dili who devoted
years of their lives to an uphill struggle to achieve accountability for the 1999 violence in
East Timor. Their profound personal commitment to an often thankless task was an
inspiration to me, and it is to them that this report is dedicated. 

David Cohen
Rocky Point, O‘ahu
May 2006
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AU T H O R I N F O R M AT I O N

David Cohen is director of the Berkeley War Crimes Studies Center and Sidney and
Margaret Ancker Distinguished Professor of the Humanities at the University of California,
Berkeley. Since 2001 he has also been an adjunct fellow at the East-West Center, where he
directs the Asian International Justice Initiative. He completed his law degree at UCLA
(1972) and his PhD in ancient history at the University of Cambridge (1978). He has
taught at UC Berkeley since 1978. Cohen’s areas of research include ancient law, legal and
social history, international criminal law, human rights, and war crimes trials from World
War II to today. He has been observing and reporting on trials related to East Timor since
2001. His report on the trials before the Ad Hoc Human Rights Court in Jakarta, Intended
to Fail, was published in 2004 by the International Center for Transitional Justice.

Contact address:
Email: CohenD@EastWestCenter.org
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E A S T- W E S T C E N T E R P U B L I C AT I O N S S E R I E S

E A ST-W E ST  C E N T E R  S P E C I A L  R E P O RT S

East-West Center Special Reports address topics of importance to the Asia Pacific region
and the United States. They are written for policymakers, educators, journalists, scholars,
and others interested in significant contemporary issues.

This and earlier Special Reports are available for purchase by contacting the Publication
Sales Office or by downloading free pdf files from the Publications section of the East-West
Center website, www.EastWestCenter.org.

No. 10 Innovation Offshoring: Asia’s Emerging Role in Global Innovation Networks, by
Dieter Ernst. Forthcoming July 2006. 48 pp.  

No. 8 Shifting Terrain: The Domestic Politics of the U.S. Military Presence in Asia, by
Sheila A. Smith. March 2006. 64 pp. $15.00. 

A S I A PA C I F I C  I S S U E S

The AsiaPacific Issues series illuminates issues of broad interest or significant impact.
Written without jargon that would exclude nonspecialists, the papers report on the environ-
ment, international relations, domestic politics, human rights, population and health,
economics, trade, and other areas of critical importance. 

AsiaPacific Issues papers are available for purchase or by downloading free pdf files from the
Publications section of the East-West Center website, www.EastWestCenter.org.

No. 80 ‘Justice on the Cheap’ Revisited: The Failure of the Serious Crimes Trials in East
Timor, by David Cohen. May 2006. 12 pp. $2.50. 

No. 79 China and the Depreciating U.S. Dollar, by Richard C.K. Burdekin. January 2006.
8 pp. $2.50. 

P O L I C Y  ST U D I E S

Policy Studies presents scholarly analysis of key contemporary domestic and international
political, economic, and strategic issues affecting Asia in a policy relevant manner. Written 
for the policy community, academics, journalists, and the informed public, the peer-reviewed
publications in this series provide new policy insights and perspectives based on extensive
fieldwork and rigorous scholarship. 

Copies of Policy Studies are available for purchase or by downloading free pdf files from the
Publications section of the East-West Center website, www.EastWestCenter.org.

No. 22 India’s Globalization: Evaluating the Economic Consequences, by Baldev Raj Nayar.
2006. 110 pp. Paper, $10.00. 

No. 21 China’s Rise: Implications for U.S. Leadership in Asia, by Robert G. Sutter. 2006.
90 pp. Paper, $10.00. 
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C O N T E M P O R A RY  I S S U E S  I N  A S I A  A N D  T H E  PA C I F I C

The book series Contemporary Issues in Asia and the Pacific is sponsored by the East-West
Center and published by Stanford University Press. It focuses on understanding the dynamics of
key changes in regional political, sociocultural, economic, demographic, environmental, and
technological landscapes, as well as their implications for building an Asia Pacific community
that is peaceful, just, and prosperous. Preference is given to comparative, regional, or single-
country studies that are conceptual in orientation and emphasize underlying processes and broad
implications.

Japan’s Dual Civil Society: Members Without Advocates, by Robert Pekkanen. Stanford:
Stanford University Press, forthcoming August 2006. 288 pp.

Rising China and Asian Democratization: Socialization to “Global Culture” in the Political
Transformations of Thailand, China, and Taiwan, by Daniel C. Lynch. Stanford: Stanford
University Press, forthcoming July 2006. 344 pp.

The Fourth Circle: A Political Ecology of Sumatra’s Rainforest Frontier, by John Fitzgerald 
McCarthy. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2006. 392 pp. 

Protest and Possibilities: Civil Society and Coalitions for Political Change in Malaysia, by 
Meredith L. Weiss. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2005. 344 pp. 

Opposing Suharto: Compromise, Resistance, and Regime Change in Indonesia, by Edward 
Aspinall. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2005. 344 pp. 

ST U D I E S  I N  A S I A N  S E C U R I T Y

A book series sponsored by East-West Center and published by Stanford University Press,
the aim of Studies in Asian Security is to promote analysis, understanding, and explanation
of the dynamics of domestic, transnational, and international security challenges in Asia.
The books in this series analyze contemporary security issues and problems to clarify debates
in the scholarly and policy communities, provide new insights and perspectives, and identify
new research and policy directions related to conflict management and security in Asia.
Security is defined broadly to include the traditional, political, and military dimensions,
as well as the nontraditional dimensions that affect the survival and well-being of political
communities; Asia, too, is defined broadly, to include Northeast, Southeast, South, and
Central Asia. 

Minimum Deterrence and India’s Nuclear Security, by Rajesh M. Basrur. Stanford: Stanford 
University Press, 2006. 264 pp. 

Unifying China, Integrating with the World: Securing Chinese Sovereignty in the Reform Era,
by Allen Carlson. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2005. 320 pp. 

Rising to the Challenge: China’s Grand Strategy and International Security, by Avery Goldstein.
Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2005. 288 pp. 
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Print copies of East-West Center Special Reports, AsiaPacific Issues, and Policy Studies are
available from the Publication Sales Office at the following address: 

East-West Center
Publication Sales Office
1601 East-West Road
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96848-1601

Tel: (808) 944-7145
Fax: (808) 944-7376
Email: ewcbooks@EastWestCenter.org
Website: www.EastWestCenter.org

Contemporary Issues in Asia and the Pacific and Studies in Asian Security are East-West
Center book series published by Stanford University Press and distributed by University of
Chicago Press Distribution Center. Copies should be ordered online at www.sup.org or
directly from University of Chicago Press Distribution Center at:

Stanford University Press
Chicago Distribution Center
11030 South Langley Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60628

Tel: (800) 621-2736
Fax: (800) 621-8471
Email: custserv@press.uchicago.edu
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