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In his essay, “The Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction”, Walter Benjamin laments the loss of 

“authenticity” which he argues is connected to “its presence in time and space, its unique existence 

at the place where it happens to be.”  (329) Benjamin is concerned foremost with the reproducibility 

of artworks in the modern age which, he argues, detaches the object from its fabric of tradition. Yet 

I suggest that the contexts in which artworks are presented to the viewers are also of great 

significance in museum exhibitions, which arguably frequently decontextualize artworks from its 

fabric of tradition and potentially influence what may be considered “uniqueness” of the artwork. 

Your task today will be to assess some of the exhibition spaces in the Art Institute in Chicago (see 

list below) regarding the role of the viewer, displays, and choices of objects. Please take notes and 

document some of your objects with photographic images.  

 

Please visit the following galleries to assess the spaces designated for specific art objects. Document 

information regarding the historical context and places from which these works originated if 

available: 

1. Gallery 391 A: Pablo Picasso. Half-Length Female Nude, autumn 1906. Oil on canvas. 32 

3/16 x 26 in. (81.8 x 66 cm) and  Henri Matisse. Bathers by a River, March 1909-10, May-

November 1913, and early spring 1916-October (?) 1917. Oil on canvas. 102 1/2 x 154 3/16 

in. (260 x 392 cm). 

 

2. Gallery 155: Artwork from Ancient Greece 

 

3. Gallery 157: Retable and Frontal of the Life of Christ and the Virgin (Ayala Altarpiece), 

1396, northern Spain. Tempera on panel. Retable: 257 x 669.9 cm (99 3/4 x 263 3/4 in.). 

 

4. Gallery 158: Wendell Castle. American, born 1932. Music Stand, 1964. Oak and rosewood. 

135.9 x 68.5 cm (53 1/2 x 27 in.) 

 

5. Gallery 216 a: Eustache Le Sueur. Meekness (Douceur or Mansuétude), 1650. Oil on panel. 

39 7/8 x 26 3/8 in. (100.7 x 67 cm). 
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6. Gallery 217: Francesco Guardi. The Grand Canal, Venice, c. 1760. Oil on canvas. 28 3/4 x 

47 in. (73 x 119.4 cm) and Giovanni Battista Piazzetta. The Beggar Boy (The Young 

Pilgrim), 1738/39. Oil on canvas. 26 5/8 x 21 1/2 in. (67.7 x 54.7 cm). 

 

 

7. Gallery 106: Display of utensils for Japanese Tea Ceremony 

 

 

8. Gallery 109: Tandao Ando Gallery (meet for a guided tour) 

 


