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Course Introduction 
This course presents an in-depth study of Japan including a focus on culture and society. 
Japan has a unique position in Asia as a key ally of the United States that has experienced 
extreme economic growth in the post-WWII decade along with massive cultural changes. 
This course examines the political history of Japan from the Meiji Restoration forward 
with reference to specific political changes including state consolidation and the creation 
of a Japanese national identity. Japanese militarism and constitutional changes in the 
post-WWII era amidst widespread economic growth and the refashioning of the state will 
be analyzed. Moreover, the question of democratic legitimacy given the dominance of 
Japan’s Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) will be stressed. Overall, the major goal of the 
course is to give students a deep understanding of Japanese political arrangements and 
the societal context within which such arrangements occur.  
 
In order to examine the state-society relationship students will use primary sources 
(translated into English) along with original research to complete four response papers 
using newspapers and online databases and web sources.  
 
Students taking this course should have completed either Introduction to Comparative 
Politics of Introduction to Global Politics or Introduction to American Politics as pre-
requisites for the course 
 
 
Reading and Writing Assignments 
The basic textbooks required for the class are available at the Bryant bookstore: 
 
Ames, Roger T., Henry Rosemont Jr. 1998. The Analects of Confucius: A Philosophical 
Tradition. New York, NY: Ballantine Books (selections). Referred to hereafter as 
Analects.  
 
DeBary, William Theodore, Carol Gluck and Arthur E. Tiedemann. 2006. Sources of 
Japanese Tradition Vol. 2:1868-2000. New York, NY: Columbia Univ. Press. Referred 
to hereafter as Sources. 
 
Hayes, Louis. D. Introduction to Japanese Politics. New York, NY: M.E. Sharpe. 
Referred to hereafter as Politics. 
 
Reitan, Richard. 2009. Making a Moral Society: Ethics and the State in Meiji Japan: 
Honolulu, HI: Univ. of Hawaii Press. Referred to hereafter as Meiji. 



 
There will be four response papers, a mid-term and a final exam as well as a paper 
project. Students will be graded on class participation throughout the semester with in-
class assignments and postings to class discussions that will be graded. The paper project 
and response paper assignments will be passed out separately before the due date. 
Questions on the exam will be short answer format. Questions will be taken in equivalent 
amounts from the assigned readings and lectures and in-class discussions. Assignments 
will be given the following weight in order to determine grades: 
 
Response Papers(X4)  10% 
Class Participation    5% 
Final Exam:  20% 
Mid- Term Exam  15% 
Paper Project:  20% 

 100% 
 
 
Class Preparation and Expectations 
This is an upper level class and therefore, students are expected to contribute to the class. 
Please be courteous to others in the class: this means observing the manners appropriate 
to the university setting, including arriving on time for class.  
 
Success in this course requires work and consistent preparation. Strategies for doing well 
include: 1) actively participating in class, asking questions and contributing to class 
discussion; 2) attending class and taking organized notes; 3) asking questions about 
material you find difficult—if you don’t get it the chances are that you are not alone; 4) 
taking notes on the reading and reviewing them before coming to class. You should come 
to class with the course reading well in hand and expect to ask questions and to contribute 
to class discussions on a regular basis. 
 
There are no make-ups for quizzes. Under University guidelines, a grade of Incomplete 
will be assigned only when students are unable to complete a course due to circumstances 
beyond their control. 
 
Academic Honesty and Integrity 
Students should refer to the section on Academic Behavior (pg. 10) in the Student 
Handbook as well as the Bryant Pledge (pg.2).  
 
Cases of plagiarism and academic dishonesty will result in failure for the course, a report 
will be filed with the Department Chair and the case will pursued via the channels 
outlined in the Handbook. 
 
Plagiarism is defined as: 
1. To steal and use the ideas or writings of another as ones own; 
2. To appropriate passages or ideas from and use them as one’s own (American Heritage 
Dictionary, 1985, Boston:Houghton Mifflin).  
 



Please consult the Chicago Manual of Style (available in the library), and/or Elements of 
Style (Strunk and White) to ensure that you are properly citing sources and not 
plagiarizing. You may also e-mail me and I will spot check your references or you may 
also visit the Writing Center. 
 
Course Topics 
 
Section One (Weeks 1-4) – Cultural Traditions: Samurai Ethics and Meiji Consolidation  
 Material covered in this section will introduce students to Japanese culture in the 
Meiji era through readings in Analects and Sources and Meiji. The focus of this section 
of the course is to give students a basic understanding of the sources of Japanese culture 
including the Shinto tradition and Confucian philosophy as well as Buddhist influences 
(including bushido, the warrior ethic). Early state policies that reflect the fusion of these 
philosophies and syncretism of Asian influences will be presented. Students will also 
examine the Meiji Rescript on Education and the Education Principles of 1879. 
 
Section Two (Weeks 5-8) – Development and the State: Re-fashioning Japan 
 Section Two examines pre-war nationalistic militarism and the sudden shift 
brought about after the war by introduction of the SCAP (Supreme Commander of Allied 
Powers) Constitution and granting of universal suffrage. Japan’s forced democratization 
brought great institutional change in Japanese politics while the traditions of Japanese 
culture remained as a rudder behind many of the social policies of the state. The material 
covered in these weeks will focus on later chapters in Sources and the entirety of Politics. 
Students will be introduced to the dynamics of Japanese democracy under the leadership 
of the LDP.  
 
Section Three (Weeks 9-12) –Modern/Postmodern Collective Identity: Anime and Manga 
 Section Three of the course analyzes the modern and post-modern narratives of 
shared identity in Japan.  Students will formulate answers the following questions: What 
is Japan’s collective identity narrative? How do Japanese today understand what it means 
to be Japanese and what role does the Japanese state play in this construction? Readings 
in this section focus on the latter sections of Sources and will be supplemented by journal 
articles. Students will analyze the revision of the Fundamental Law on Education as a 
case for studying the relationship between the Japanese state and notions of Japanese 
identity. Moreover, students will also study anime and manga classics through film and 
literary sources to note how the idea of created traditions inspires and informs Japanese 
visual culture and society today. 


