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 As an ESL teacher for Japanese students enrolled in a yearlong study abroad 
program, I found the information at the conference really interesting and stimulating for 
ideas.  The hardcore history, literary review and theory were great background 
information for me since I have little experience in Asian studies.  I think for me, what 
the conference really got me thinking about is how I can help my students (mostly 
Japanese from Waseda University) discuss their culture and language ---- both modern 
and ancient ---- in a non-stereotypical way.  These ESL students are in the US for them to 
expand their cultural horizons, but they also serve as great resources for American 
students and faculty, who, by interacting with them over the course of a year, can be 
exposed to a lot of personal and academic ideas from a different perspective. 
 
 The information from the conference that I found most useful to me as a language 
and culture teacher is the information that can stimulate real discussion and thought about 
Japanese culture.  For my Japanese students, it is important to develop words and 
explanations of their own culture, as they will need to explain their "difference" 
throughout the year.  Additionally, I run a language exchange club that puts Americans 
and Japanese in contact for language exchange --- about 40 students attend weekly ---- 
and this club has previously been exclusively social.  I am in charge of this club next year 
and I intend to create more cultural opportunities for learning.  This is how some of the 
ideas from the conference will come in.  I want to bring in cultural artifacts from Japan 
and discuss them in more depth and more personally than most Americans have been 
exposed to.  I want to try to discuss some of the stereotypes/well-known cultural 
traditions of Japan, and have students think about to what extent these are true Japan 
and/or accurate.  I have weekly meetings for this club, and intend to do three or four 
cultural classes per term. 
 
Specific Ideas for Implementation: 
(remembering that my classes generally must have a language focus as well as a cultural 
focus) 
1.  Haiku: 
I intend to have Japanese students describe and recite some typical Japanese haikus to 
share the typical understanding of Japanese poetry.  Then, I hope to play the PowerPoint 
of the "racy haikus" from the conference, in order to expand the students' understanding 
of what haiku is and can be.  
 
For the language component, I will make a set of large "magnetic poetry" papers, each 
with various words on them and with some that can be filled in creatively by students.  I 



will put the students in groups and have them write their own haikus in English and post 
their haikus on the wall for all to see.   
 
I think that this will be fun for a lot of the students and will expose American students to 
some traditional Japanese culture as well as some non-stereotypical Japanese arts. 
 
 
2.  Women's Gender Roles 
The whole "women's language", or different way of speaking based on gender and 
politeness, is a foreign concept to most Americans.  Even those who study Japanese often 
find the concept a little weird, I find.   
 
Using the article about women's language in my ESL class (Japanese students only) will 
serve as a discussion/contemplation piece for my ESL students who may not have really 
considered how strange this linguistic form is for Americans.  It will give students 
vocabulary to discuss it well and will ask them to think about if they feel that the 
"feminine" style should be required for American learners or if the learner should be able 
to choose which form to speak in based on their own cultural norms/ideas. 
 
Following this warm-up with the Japanese students, I would like to do a short forum in 
the Language Exchange (both Japanese and American students), which would allow both 
Japanese and Americans to interact with this concept.  Asking and answering questions 
about this strong cultural difference will promote understanding of it rather than simply 
judgment.  I think that having both written and spoken examples of how speaking differs 
and what verbal and nonverbal cues there are would be a great learning experience for 
Americans and would allow the Japanese to see their own culture from different eyes. 
 
3.  Cos-play, overzealous photographers, tiny old ladies 
Finally, the photo of the Cos-play man and the photographer can also serve as a 
discussion tool for stereotypes.  I would pair it with a photo that shows some stereotypes 
about America (or perhaps I'd ask students to each bring an image of what they find to be 
"stereotypical" American/America) and then have students complicate these stereotypes, 
analyze what grains of truth there may be to them and what cultural forces create the 
reality and/or stereotypes.  Images serve to create rich discussion and are a great way to 
discuss these concepts because despite rich themes, almost everyone can identify with an 
image. 
 
 
 All in all, this conference was very useful to me and it stimulated a lot of good 
ideas for creative teaching.  It helped me to understand Japan and its cultural offerings in 
a much, much deeper way than I had ever considered before and spurred me to enroll in a 
Japanese class this term.  I decided that if I was going to teach all this cultural and 
language stuff to Japanese, I should bulk up on my knowledge of Japanese language and 
culture!  Sometimes all one needs to be spurred into action is to find out how little they 
know about something, and this East-West conference definitely pushed me into action to 
learn more about Japan studies and to become more involved in the academic realm so I 



can teach towards my students better and be more informed of the complexities of how 
Japanese and American culture intersect. 
 


