Gender in East and Southeast Asian History

Hist 421

Winter 2012

Orliski

[NOTE: I have taught Gender in East Asian History for eight years.  Winter 2012 I will offer the course again, revised to include Southeast Asia.  As a result of the NEH Summer Institute, I have revised the course to a considerable extent; the little that remains from the course as most recently taught (Fall 2010) is highlighted in red.  This is a 5 unit course that fulfills the Gender, Race, and Ethnicity requirement for all students as well as the upper-division non-western history requirement for history majors.]

Course Description

In this course, we will explore gender relations and the role of women in East and Southeast Asia beginning as early as the evidence will allow to the present.  We will examine normative gender roles, challenges to and accommodations of these normative roles, and changes in gender roles and expectations.  Obviously the timeframe and diversity of these regions (both within and between the individual countries involved) demand a certain amount of generalization on the one hand and complete neglect on the other hand.  However, I hope this introduction to themes associated with gender as witnessed in East and Southeast Asia may serve to inspire further study of both the concept and these regions. 

Our class time will focus primarily on group discussions of our reading assignments.  I will provide in class some general historical background for each of the assigned readings, but our classes will mostly be seminar-style discussions.

Objectives 

1. Move beyond cultural stereotypes: making distinctions over time in terms of ethnicity, class, gender and society.  

2. Gain a greater appreciation of the depth and diversity of East and Southeast Asian cultures and peoples.  

3. Develop skills in critical and analytical thinking. 

4. Gain a new perspective on history.  History is about context.  The facts, dates and names, stripped of context, are meaningless and dull. 

5. Improve skills in writing papers. 

Required Texts

Wil Burghoorn, Kazuki Iwanaga, Cecilia Milwertz, and Qi Wang, eds., Gender Politics in Asia: Women Manoeuvring within Dominant Gender Orders (Copenhagen: Nordic Institute of Asian Studies Press, 2008).

Aside from the above text, all assigned readings will be available on Blackboard 9.  

Recommended Texts (on reserve in the library)


Kathleen Adams and Kathleen Gillogly, eds., Everyday Life in Southeast Asia (Bloomington, Ind.: Indiana University Press, 2011).


Patricia Ebrey, Anne Walthall, and James Palais, eds., East Asia: A Cultural, Social, and Political History (Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Co., 2009).


Milton Osborne, Southeast Asia: An Introductory History (New South Wales: Allen & Unwin, 2010).


Nissim Otmazgin and Eyal Ben-Ari, eds., Popular Culture and the State in East and Southeast Asia (Routledge, 2011).


Barbara Weightman, Dragons and Tigers: A Geography of South, East and Southeast Asia (Boston, MA: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2011).

Also see:
East and Southeast Asia: Annotated Directory of Internet Resources

 HYPERLINK "http://newton.uor.edu/Departments&Programs/AsianStudiesDept/general-history.html" http://newton.uor.edu/Departments&Programs/AsianStudiesDept/general-history.html
Course Requirements

Midterm Exam: 20% (includes map, objective-style questions, short
identifications, and 
an essay).

Final Exam: 25% (includes objective-style questions, short identifications, and an essay).

Papers: Two short papers (4-5 pages, 10% each), and a research paper (10-12 pages, 30%) on a topic of your choice.  In the short papers you will analyze two of the assigned readings from a designated week.  Your purpose will be to suggest how the readings might be interpreted to illuminate gender relations and/or the status and roles of women.  Comparative discussions of East and Southeast Asian societies are especially welcome. Your research paper may focus on any of the assigned readings from the course, but should also utilize at least four additional sources not included in the assigned readings for the course.  (Graduate students will be expected to use at least eight additional sources beyond those already assigned in the course, and to write something in the range of 15-18 pages.)  I can suggest topics and bibliography depending on your particular interests; see, for example,  HYPERLINK "http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/SSEAL/SoutheastAsia/seatabl.html" http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/SSEAL/SoutheastAsia/seatabl.html.  You are required to clear your topic with me before beginning work on the paper.  In our last class meeting of the course, class time will be devoted to oral reports on and discussion of your papers.   

Preparation/Participation: 5%

Classroom Etiquette 

Students are expected to observe normal courtesy in class.  This includes arriving to class on time, remaining in class until the scheduled break, returning from the break on time, and remaining in class until dismissed.  Arriving late and/or leaving early, engaging in unrelated personal conversations, using cell phones, texting, eating, sleeping, and/or reading irrelevant materials during class are rude and disruptive behaviors.  A student who does not observe the aforementioned courtesies will be required to leave the class and can expect a negative impact on her/his overall grade.  
University Policies
To drop the course without penalty and to understand what qualifies as a violation of academic integrity, please see the guidelines listed under “Academic Information and Policies, Winter 2012” on the CSUB homepage. If you have a temporary or permanent disability, please discuss your needs with the instructor within the first week of class in order that we can identify any necessary modification or adaptations.  Contact Services for Students with Disabilities (654-3360, voice; 654-6288, tdd) so that your needs can be met as fully as possible.
Blackboard 9

Go to the Blackboard link at the CSUB homepage (Runner Courses) and click on Log In Here.  At the Entry Page, click on Log In to myBlackboard.  Enter your Blackboard ID (your Runner email name, e.g. jscott) and your Password (the last 5 digits of your Runner ID) and click Log In.  The password for the class is GenderAsia.  Be sure to check your Blackboard email regularly for changes in the syllabus, handouts related to class, and sundry communication from the instructor.

Schedule of Readings and Assignments

1/10
Introduction to the course; overview of East and Southeast Asia—geographies, societies, and cultures.


"Introduction: What Is East Asia," in A History of East Asia: From the Origins of Civilization to the Twenty-First Century, ed. Charles Holcombe (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010), 1-10.


Norman G. Owen, “Introduction:  Places and Peoples,” in The Emergence of Modern Southeast Asia (Honolulu:  University of Hawai‛i Press, 2005), 1-15. 

1/12
Gender: A Theoretical Framework 

“Gender” will be used in this course in three different senses.  First as it implies a focus on "women."  Second as it concerns "male-female relations," both on the individual as well as the institutional level, looking at the myriad contexts of women's lives.  In this respect, we see gendered relations as relations of power that are made in processes of negotiation.  Finally, gender will be associated with "female subjectivities" as witnessed in, for example, women's writings.

Joan Scott, “Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis,” in Gender and the Politics of History (New York: Columbia University Press, 1999), 28-50.


Susan Mann, "Presidential Address: Myths of Asian Womanhood," The Journal of Asian Studies 59 (2000): 835-862.  


Barbara Watson Andaya, “Introduction: Gender and the Historiography of Southeast Asia,” in Other Pasts: Women, Gender and History in Early Modern Southeast Asia, ed. Barbara Watson Andaya (Honolulu: Center for Southeast Asian Studies, 2000), 1-26.

Pre-Modern Constructions of Competing Gender Ideals
We begin by analyzing evidence from ancient China that suggests that elite women were valued for both their martial skill and reproductive capacity.  This may be witnessed in Shang burial sites and oracle bones as well as in legend (Lady Han, Mulan); however, by the Han Dynasty, the “woman warrior” is confronted with the virtuous wife and mother.  While competing images of the feminine ideal persist into the early modern era (running the gamut from the Tang horsewoman to the footbound Song courtesan), Chinese women lacked access to the throne (anomaly: Empress Wu); they could, however, assert some level of agency in choosing a religious life.  While legendary women assume important roles in Japan and Vietnam as well, the written record and archeological evidence suggest that queens may indeed have ruled in early Japan, Korea, and Cambodia.  Yet as foreign belief systems (Confucianism, Hinduism, Buddhism) begin to intrude, access to the throne is likewise prohibited to women in these areas.  

1/17

Liu Hsiang, Lieh nü zhuan (Biographies of Eminent Chinese Women), Albert O’Hara, trans., Position of Woman in Early China.

Ban Zhao, “Lessons for Women,” in Nancy Swann, Pan Chao: Foremost Woman Scholar of China (New York, 1931), 82-90. 


David L. Philippi, trans., Kojiki: A Japanese Classic (Tokyo: University of Tokyo Press, 1968), 47-103, 257-67.


W. G. Aston, trans., Nihongi: Chronicles of Japan from the Earliest Times to A.D. 697 (Tuttle, 2005), 51-2, 90-120.

Vietnamese heroines, the Trung Sisters

 HYPERLINK "http://openvault.wgbh.org/catalog/051272-trung-sisters-temple" http://openvault.wgbh.org/catalog/051272-trung-sisters-temple
Balinese witch, Rangda

 HYPERLINK "http://www.asianart.org/blog/?cat=24" http://www.asianart.org/blog/?cat=24
1/19
Joan Piggott, "The Last Classical Female Sovereign: Kōken-Shōtoku Tennō," in Women and Confucian Cultures in Premodern China, Korea, and Japan, Dorothy Ko, JaHyun Kim Haboush, and Joan Piggott (Berkeley: UC Press, 2003), 47-74. 


JaHyun Kim Haboush, "Versions and Subversions: Patriarchy and Polygamy in Korean Narratives," in Women and Confucian Cultures, 279-304.

1/24
Suzanne Cahill, "Discipline and Transformation: Body and Practice in the Lives of Daoist Holy Women of Tang China," in Women and Confucian Cultures, 251-78.


Trudy Jacobsen, “Introducing the Goddesses,” "Devi, Rajñi, Dasi, Mat," and “Behind the Apsara,” in Lost Goddesses: The Denial of Female Power in Cambodian History (Copenhagen: NIAS Press, 2008), 1-73.
Early Modern (1400-1800) Manipulation of Gender Roles
Focusing on palace life continues to offer a site where we may examine both the elite and commoners engaged in various forms of production and reproduction.  Topics include women’s exercise of power as regents, as guarantors of succession, and as liaisons between the palace and their natal families; issues related to concubinage; the occupations women assumed—from palace guards to doctors; and women’s roles in shaping and sustaining culture.  We will also consider how different classes of women remaining beyond the confines of the palace confronted orthodox constructions of womanhood through the religious and economic activities of some together with the writings of others.

1/26
Barbara Watson Andaya, “Women and the Performance of Power In Early Modern Southeast Asia,” in Servants of the Dynasty: Palace Women in World History, ed. Anne Walthall (Berkeley: UC Press, 2008), 22-44.

DUE: Short Paper #1

1/31
Barbara Watson Andaya, “Women and Religious Change,” in The Flaming Womb: Repositioning Women in Early Modern Southeast Asia (Honolulu: University of Hawai‛i Press, 2008), 70-103.


______________, “Women and Economic Change,” in The Flaming Womb, 104-33.  

2/2
Tamara Loos, “Sex in the Inner City: The Fidelity between Sex and Politics in Siam,” Journal of Asian Studies 64 (2005): 881-909.


Trân My-Vân, “‘Come On, Girls, Let’s Go Bail Water’: Erotica in Hô Xuân Huong’s Vietnamese Poetry,” Journal of Southeast Asian Studies 33 (2002): 471-94.

2/7
Shuo Wang, “Qing Imperial Women: Empresses, Concubines, and Aisin Gioro Daughters,” in Servants of the Dynasty, 137-58.


Susan Mann, “The Virtue of Travel for Women in the Late Empire,” in Bryna Goodman and Wendy Larson, eds., Gender in Motion: Divisions of Labor and Cultural Change in Late Imperial and Modern China (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2005), 55-74.

2/9
Hata Hisako, “Servants of the Inner Quarters: The Women of the Shogun’s Great Interior,” in Servants of the Dynasty, 172-90.


JaHyun Kim Haboush, “The Vanished Women of Korea: The Anonymity of Texts and the Historicity of Subjects,” in Servants of the Dynasty, 280-98. 

2/14: Midterm Exam

Rethinking Gender during the Modern/Colonial Era
Organizing this section of the course around the concept of “colonialism” is something of a misnomer because Japan acted as a colonizer (Korea and Taiwan; to some extent China; Southeast Asia during World War II); as of the nineteenth century, China was considered only “semi-colonized”; and aside from Thailand, all of Southeast Asia had been colonized.  Keeping these unique historical contexts in mind, an overarching theme may be that of the “western world” as the purveyor of the “modern”—how this perception not only impacted indigenous concepts of gender, but was also contested in East and Southeast Asia.  In other words, we will consider how imperial regimes attempted to impose notions of gendered and racialized difference on colonial subjects, and how women and men accommodated and resisted these colonial constructs.

2/16
Ann Stoler, "Sexual Affronts and Racial Frontiers: European Identities and the Cultural Politics of Exclusion in Colonial Southeast Asia," in Frederick Cooper and Ann Stoler, eds., Tensions of Empire (Berkeley: California, 1997), 198-237.


Elsbeth Locher-Scholten, “Orientalism and the Rhetoric of the Family: Javanese Servants in European Household,” Indonesia 58 (1994): 19-39. 

2/21
Kate Frieson, "Sentimental Education: Les Sages Femmes and Colonial Cambodia," Journal of Colonialism and Colonial History 1 (2000): 1-34.


Christine Doran, “Women, Nationalism and the Philippine revolution,” Nations and Nationalism 5 (1999): 237-258.

2/23
Anne-Marie Medcalf, “The Archives’ Tales: Gender, Class and Colonial Migration Practices in Vietnam, 1897-1920,” Intersections: Gender and Sexuality in Asia and the Pacific 21 (2009).


Joan Judge, “Between Nei and Wai: Chinese Women Students in Japan in the Early Twentieth Century,” in Gender in Motion, 121-44.

2/28
Martha Tocco, “Norms and Texts for Women’s Education in Tokugawa Japan,” in Women and Confucian Cultures, 193-218.


Cho Haejoang, "Living With Conflicting Subjectivities: Mother, Motherly Wife, and Sexy Woman in the Transition From Colonial-Modern to Postmodern Korea," in Laurel Kendall, ed., Under Construction: The Gendering of Modernity, Class, and Consumption in the Republic of Korea (Honolulu: University of Hawai‛i Press, 2002), 165-96. 
Gendering Political Expression in the Modern/Postcolonial Era
Returning to questions of gender and rule, we will consider the various approaches that have been taken toward implementing democracy or extending participatory government.  While it is clear that some well-educated, upper-class East and Southeast Asian women have obtained high political positions in the latter part of the twentieth century, many others have continued to contend with conceptions of power and constructions of gender in order to make their voices heard. 

All of the following readings are from Gender Politics in Asia. 
3/1
Mikiko Eto, "Community-Based Movements of Japanese Women: How Mothers Infiltrate the Political Sphere from Below," 43-68.

Documentary: The Good Wife of Tokyo (1992) and selections from Ripples of Change: Japanese Women’s Search for Self (1993).

DUE: Short Paper #2

3/6
Cecilia Milwertz and Bu Wei, "Consciousness-Raising among and beyond Women's Movement Activists in China," 121-44.


Qi Wang, “Organizing for Change and Empowerment: The Women Mayors' Association in China," 145-84. 

3/8
Alexandra Kent, "Healing Bodies of Thought: The State of Gender in the Sathya Sai Baba Movement in Malaysia," 69-94.


Monica Falk, "Gender and Religious Legitimacy in Thailand," 95-120.

3/13
Phyllis Ghim-Lian Chew, "'No Fire in the Belly': Women's Political Role in Singapore," 185-216


Mina Roces, "Women, Citizenship and the Politics of Dress in Twentieth-Century Philippines," 11-42. 

“Gender Roles: Stereotypes & Breaking Stereotypes in Southeast, West, & South Asia”  HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tfGWO3Fdp4" http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tfGWO3Fdp4
3/15
Student Presentations and Research Paper

3/22
Final Exam, 2-4:30 pm
