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I propose a 2012-2013 Hales Fund Project focused upon generating intellectual curiosity, informed discussion, and curriculum revisions about the construction and elaboration of ethnic, religious, and cultural identity in Malaysia, and the way these play out in in the development of civil society, government institutions and policies, and culture in general.  
This project will “enhance the intellectual life of the College and support innovative, interdisciplinary faculty development” by challenging the Wooster community to reflect carefully upon the construction of identity, and the history, culture, religion and politics of this terrifically diverse and complex region of Southeast Asia.  More importantly, this project will “enrich the Wooster curriculum” by providing avenues for developing intellectual interests – and curriculum revision – in this increasingly crucial area of the world.  I hope that this project will follow in train of the 2006 Hales Fund group, which issues in many course revisions and research projects, a successful Forum series on “South Asian Perspectives,” three Wooster-In programs in India, and the new, vibrant South Asian Studies minor.  It will also build upon (what I hope will be the) outrageous success of the 2011-2012 Hales Fund project on Jerusalem and the Middle East.
This topic is “of critical importance at this historical juncture” not only for the College’s academic programs, but also “with regard to preparing our students to engage with the larger world.”  Southeast Asia is an incredibly vibrant – and increasingly important – area of the world.  The study of Malaysia, in particular, will introduce the region, while also raising fascinating intellectual issues about ethnicity, religion, and culture, as well as colonialism, authoritarianism, and globalization.  However, since the recent retirement of Ishwar Harris, no department of the College has offered even a single class which focuses - in whole or part - upon this area of the world.  
Clearly, this theme supports the College’s renewed emphasis on global engagement – it will increase not only our development of understanding of the wider world, but also promote careful reflection upon the fascinating and timely issues it raises. Even better, study of this key area of the globe raises questions with which our faculty is remarkably well-positioned to engage.  The study of Southeast Asia will draw upon our academic strengths in South Asian Studies, East Asian and Chinese Studies, and Religious Studies, as well as the colonial and post-colonial work done in History and Political Science.  In addition, it may provide new avenues of inquiry for the work many of our faculty in the natural sciences already do in areas such as tropical biology, climate and climate change, and deforestation.  Finally, and perhaps most importantly, it will highlight fruitful areas of cross-disciplinary inquiry for these and our many faculty and students with interests in ethnicity and identity in Sociology and Anthropology, Psychology, Philosophy, English, WGSS, Communication Studies. 
In order to pursue this exciting opportunity, I propose a Hales Fund Project that has three main components:  a Hales Fund Faculty Study Group, the careful introduction of these topics to our incoming first-year students, and an all-campus Forum series. 
1.  Hales Fund Faculty Study Group

http://www.wooster.edu/Academics/Academic-Affairs/Hales-Faculty-Travel-Study-Seminars
The faculty study group component of this project will focus upon the exploration and analysis of the construction and elaboration of ethnic, religious, and cultural identity in Malaysia - and the way these play out in in the development of civil society, government institutions and policies, and contemporary culture.  The group may also choose to take up instructive comparison with other Southeast Asian countries, such as Indonesia and Singapore.
While it is obviously the case that the group itself will select its readings to suit its intellectual interests as they develop, I will suggest the following works as a starting point:
    * Leaves of the Same Tree: Trade and Ethnicity in the Straits of Melaka, Leonard Y. Andaya.  University of Hawai’i, 2008.
   * Multiethnic Malaysia: Past, Present and Future.  Lim Teck Ghee, Alberto Gomes and Azly Rahman, eds. Petaling Jaya: Strategic Information and Research Development Centre (SIRD) and Malaysia Institute of Development and Asian Studies (MiDAS), 2009.
Sections:  Historical Roots of Identity in Malaysia, Politics, Economics, Culture and Identity, Education, Culture and Identity, Marginalised Communities, Marginalised IdentitiesFuture Prospects
   * The 'Bumiputera Policy': Dynamics and Dilemmas.  Richard Mason and Arrifin Omar, eds..  Special issue of Kaijan Malaysia, Vol. XXI, No 1 & 2, 2004.
Sections:  Historical and Constitutional Background, The Bumiputera Policy and Social Engineering, Bumiputera, Malays and Islam, Regionalism and the Bumiputera Policy Issues, Bumiputeras at the Periphery, Non-Bumiputera Communities Looking In, The Bumiputera Policy and Nation Building

   *  Other Malays:  Nationalism and Cosmopolitanism in the Modern Malay World.  Joel S. Kahn.  University of Hawai’i Press, 2006.

Sections:  Making Race and Place in Colonial Singapore, Making the Modern Malay World, In Search of Other Narratives, Popularising Nationalism, Race, Nation, and the Spatial Order of Modernity, Universalism, Hybridity, and Cosmopolitanism.
   *  The Flaming Womb. Barbara Watson Andaya.  University of Hawai’i Press, 2006.
    * As I Please, Salleh ben Joned. Times Books, 2004. (Alternatively:  Nothing is Sacred).  

During the summer of 2013, the group will then undertake a 2-week field study trip to Malaysia. Again, it is surely the case that the details of the group’s itinerary will be determined by its emergent intellectual interests, and will probably include travel to other areas of Southeast Asia. I will, however, propose that the full group travels together through Malaysia.

2.  2013 Summer Reading and First-Year Seminar
http://www.wooster.edu/Academics/First-year-Seminar/FYS-2011
While the topics vary widely, the First-Year Seminar program is designed to “invite students to engage in a set of issues, questions, or ideas that can be investigated by interdisciplinary perspectives of the liberal arts.”  I propose that we choose Abdullah Hussain’s Interlock (2010), as the summer reading that will support these goals.

Interlock is a recent Malaysian historical novel that spans the period from the beginning of the 20th century to Malaysian independence.  It focuses upon the assimilation and interaction of Malaysia’s racial groups, and upon “how the Malays, Chinese and Indians, represented by three families, have contributed towards the sovereign nation.”  Obviously, careful consideration of this novel coheres neatly with the College’s emphasis on internationalization and global education.  In particular, it will support our Strategic Priorities in “diversity and global engagement;” using the First-Year Seminar in this way surely represents a “new opportunity to increase our students’ intercultural awareness and capacities for responsible global citizenship.” As it draws attention to this crucial area of the world, it will help us contribute to the development of students who are not only good scholars, but also critically reflective members of the world community.  
It is also the case that the careful consideration of the ways we think about identity and diversity in general is an ideal topic for our incoming students.  As it discusses the construction of ethnicity in Malaysia, Interlock will raise a host of issues with which our incoming students cannot help but wrestle as they begin the process of defining themselves as individuals in an entirely new environment, and in a community with people who are, in many cases, wildly different from themselves.  As such, it is clear that this novel will not only serve to “engage students in problems that are intellectually challenging” at many different levels.  It will also surely stimulate students to “critique multiple perspectives, including their own.” 

All-campus discussions of this book could be wildly successful.  We could draw on the faculty strengths in the effects of colonialism, religious traditions, the analysis of ethnicity, and the construction of identity to generate terrifically vibrant book discussions during ARCH sessions.  We could easily build on these for the large-scale Book Discussion during First-Year Orientation.  In addition, we could import external area expertise by drawing on the resources of Ohio University’s Southeast Asian Studies Program, which hosts the Tun Abdul Razak  Chair of Malaysian Studies, or Dawn Morais Webster.  
Continued consideration of this novel would fit neatly into many of the distinct First-Year Seminars we already teach.  Taking this year’s FYS topics by way of example, FYS’s such as Identity and Immigration, Mapping the Americas: Encounters and the Construction of Identity in North and South America, and Half-frican:  Black Identity in the Caribbean, England, and the United States would explicitly continue and expand the consideration of these issues.  Further, the discussions in FYS’s such as Chinese Box, Adventures in Citizenship and On the Meaning of Life would surely be enhanced by students who bring in careful reflection on the issues raised by the novel.  Perhaps most exciting of all is the prospects for the development of new FYS sections which are explicitly designed to develop the themes of the summer reading – perhaps by members of the Hales Fund Study Group participants.  Just as the Discovery of India group led to Shirley Huston-Findley’s seminar on Theater East and West, there is reason to expect  that the linking of the Hales Study Group to the Summer Reading would lead to more exciting intellectual ferment.
3.  2013 Fall Forum Series
http://thewoosterforum.scotblogs.wooster.edu/
Our yearly Fall Forum series is intended to “create opportunities for meaningful dialogue between different College constituencies – students, faculty, staff, and townspeople.” I propose that we continue the by-this-point widespread conversation generated by the Malaysian-themed Hales Fund group and First-Year Seminars - that we draw upon the emerging ideas about developments in Malaysia to inform a wider discussion of the ways it plays into – and illustrates - developing global trends.  
“One Malaysia, One World?”  Dream Line-Up:

1.  Abdullah Hussain, Author of Interlock
2.   Speaker on The 'Bumiputera Policy' > Impetus to – and social effects of – political/economic programs
3.  Islam and Islamicization in Malaysia > Varieties of Trends in Islam 
4.  Impact of oil palm and soybean production in Malaysia > globalized economy, social effects in Malaysia and beyond, deforestation/biodiversity

5. Contemporary flow of information and construction of knowledge in Malaysia > Role of the government, education system, the “West,” media, internet
6.  A particular or several “marginalized” groups – Women? LGBT communities? Other religious groups?  Other ethnic groups?  the Orang Asli?
Associated Events

1.   Sepet and Gubra film screenings & discussions.
2.  Possible Art Exhibit:  Lat (Mohammad Nor Khalid), art from Kambung Boy, etc.  “Lat characters portray the colorful lives and unique blend of Malaysian multi-racial society.”
Alternatively:  Chris Chong Chan Fui, Block B.
“BLOCK B,” (2008), a motionless camera watches night and day as dramas unfold on the various floors of a massive apartment complex in Malaysia. Chong captures this home to Indian expatriates working on temporary contracts.”
Or Maybe:  Islamic Malaysian Art
3.  Performance:  Wayang Kulit (Malay shadow puppets.)
If lightening strikes:  Something like the Instant Café Theater Company.   “A company of performers/theater activists who  used clowning and singing as a means of questioning key issues of cultural identity and trauma.”  (Website)  
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