SOUTHEAST ASIA FILM RESOURCES

RECOMMENDED BOOKS AND ONLINE RESOURCES
[Cambodia]
http://www.meta-house.com/ [The Germany-Cambodia Cultural Center in Phnom Penh hosts screenings of new films made in Cambodia by Cambodian filmmakers and provides a good review of these films as well]

http://www.bophana.org/ [Cambodian filmmaker Rithy Panh established the Bophana Audio Visual Center in Phnom Penh, with a mission to collect the images and sounds of the Cambodian memory and make them available to a wide public, and train Cambodians in the audiovisual professions by welcoming foreign film productions and by working on their own artistic projects.
[Indonesia]

Indonesian Cinema: National Culture on Screen. Karl Heider, University of Hawaii Press, 1991
Summary: Good history of Indonesian film, but coverage ends long before the fall of the Suharto government in 1998

Purchase: http://www.uhpress.hawaii.edu/p-687-9780824813673.aspx
Indonesian Cinema: Framing the New Order. Krishna Sen, Zed Books, 1994.

[Note: Krishna Sen has written extensively on media and politics in Asia, and has also published many articles on Indonesian cinema. You can Google her name at Monash University (Australia) to access her complete CV of publications to date.] 

Summary: Excellent coverage of Indonesian film history from 1965 to the early 1990s. 

Purchase: http://www.abebooks.com/products/isbn/9781856491242/
RumahFilm - http://new.rumahfilm.org/  [World cinema and Indonesian film focused blog with most entries in Indonesian language, but some interesting pieces in English as well]
[Malaysia]
120 Malay Movies. Amir Muhammad, Matahari Books, 2010

Summary: Film director, writer, and political gadfly provides short reviews on classic Malay films from 1949-1973. 

Review: http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/8627194-120-malay-movies
Purchase: http://www.amazon.com/120-Malay-Movies-Amir-Muhammad/dp/9834484542
Yasmin Ahmad’s Films. Amir Muhammad, Matahari Books, 2010

Summary: The only book covering the films of Yasmin Ahmad. A fun read with lots of social commentary and personal anecdotes related to his friendship with Yasmin Ahmad.  

Purchase: http://www.amazon.com/Yasmin-Ahmads-Films-Amir Muhammad/dp/9834484518/ref=pd_rhf_p_t_4 

Malaysian Cinema, Asian Film: Border Crossings and National Cultures. William Van Der Heide, Amsterdam University Press, 2002

Summary: Three good chapters on the history of Malaysian film; the other chapter is a mish-mash of regional coverage that could have been left out with no adverse effect to the book. 

Purchase:   

http://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?kn=Malaysian+Cinema%2C+Asian+Film%3A+Border+Crossings+and+National+Cultures+William+van+der+Heide
SinemaMalaysia - http://www.sinemamalaysia.com.my/
[Philippines]

Acquiring Eyes: Philippine Visuality, Nationalist Struggle, and the World Media System. Jonathan Beller, Manila: Ateneo de Manila University Press, 2006

Purchase: http://www.abebooks.com/9789715504959/Acquiring-Eyes-Philippine-Visuality-Nationalist-9715504957/plp
CINE: Spanish Influences on Early Cinema in the Philippines. Nick Deocampo, Philippines: NCCA (2003)

With meticulous scholarship and engaging insights, prizewinning filmmaker and author, Nick Deocampo, investigates the origin and formation of cinema as it became the Filipinos' preeminent entertainment and cultural form.
Purchase: http://www.allthingsfilipino.com/index.php?productID=117
Critic After Dark: A Review of Philippine Cinema. Noel Vera, Singapore: BigO Books (2005)
Summary: A collection of reviews from perhaps the finest film reviewer in the Philippines. It covers the best of Philippines cinema from 1994-2004. 

Purchase: http://www.bigozine2.com/theshop/books/NVcritic.html
Film: American Influences on Philippine Cinema. Nick Deocampo, Mandaluyong: Anvil Publications (2011) [Available in September]

http://cinefilipinas.blogspot.com/ [Indie review site related to the cinema of the Philippines]

http://criticafterdark.blogspot.com / [Excellent blog managed by one of the premier film writers in the Philippines, Noel Vera]
http://oggsmoggs.blogspot.com/ [Excellent blog with extensive collection of reviews on films of the Philippines]

[Singapore]
Singapore Cinema. Raphael Millet, Singapore: Editions Didier Millet Pte Ltd, 2006
Summary: Provides excellent coverage of the film scene in Singapore from the early days of the Shaw Brothers to the resurgence of filmmaking from the mid 1990s through 2005. 

Purchase: http://www.amazon.com/Singapore-Cinema-Raphael-Millet/dp/981415542X
http://anutshellreview.blogspot.com/ [Decent blog on Singapore movie reviews]

[Thailand]

Le cinema Thailandia (Thai Cinema). Lyon: Asiexpo Edition, 2006

Summary: Asiexpo is an event organizer in France that puts together the Lyon Asian Film Festival and now publishes a bilingual series (French and English) of books and DVDs on Southeast Asian cinema. This edition is an excellent contribution to the field of SEAn film.

Purchase: http://www.asiexpo.com/edition/catalogue/thai_cinema.html
http://thaifilmjournal.blogspot.com/ [The most comprehensive English language blog on Thai film, bar none]

http://www.thaicinema.org/english.asp 
[Viet Nam]

Modernity and Nationality in Vietnamese Cinema. Ngo Phuong Lan, Boralesgamuwa: NETPAC, 2007

Summary: Although poorly translated/edited, there is little information on Vietnamese film published in English, so I’ve added this to the list of resources. 

Purchase: info@asiapacificfilms.com
Le cinema Vietnamien (Vietnamese Cinema). Philipp Dumont, and Kirstie Gormley, eds. Lyon: Asiexpo Edition, 2007

Summary: Asiexpo is an event organizer in France that puts together the Lyon Asian Film Festival and now publishes a bilingual series (French and English) of books and DVDs on Southeast Asian cinema. This edition is an excellent contribution to the field of SEAn film.

Purchase: http://www.asiexpo.com/edition/catalogue/vietnam_cinema.html
[Southeast Asia – General]

Asia-Europe Foundation - http://sea-images.asef.org/Index.asp [Asia-Europe Foundation website with wide ranging coverage of films and film happenings in Asia]
Asian Film Archive - http://www.asianfilmarchive.org/ [This Singapore-based archive provides a wide range of educational programs focused on cinema in Asia] [Note: The AFA also sells films here: http://www.asianfilmarchive.org/shop/]
Being and Becoming: The Cinemas of Asia. Aruna Vasudev, Latika Padgaonkar, Rashmi Doraiswamy, eds. Macmillian, 2002 http://www.asianfilmarchive.org/
Center for Southeast Asian Studies Film Archive – http://www.cseashawaii.org/wordpress/
Contemporary Asian Cinema. Edited by Anne Tereska Ciecko, Berg (Oxford & New York), 2006

Summary: Excellent introductory chapters on the cinema of the Philippines, Viet Nam, Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, and Indonesia

Purchase: http://www.amazon.com/Contemporary-Asian-Cinema-Popular-Culture/dp/1845202376
Criticine - http://www.criticine.com/main.php  [Excellent website on Southeast Asia focused on academic writings and film interviews with contemporary directors]
Southeast Asia on Screen in South East Asia Research, Vol 14, Number 2, July 2006 

Summary: Good background Introduction chapter on SEAn cinema and interesting chapters on a range of themes including teen cinema in Thailand, feminism in Malaysian film, gay cinema in Indonesia, women and war in Viet Nam. 

Purchase: http://www.ippublishing.com/sear.htm
Southeast Asian Cinema - http://southeastasiancinema.wordpress.com [Cambodia based blogger, primarily Cambodia, some Philippines and other SEA film news] 
