SOUTHEAST ASIA FILM RESOURCES

FILMS ON LOAN
[Note: You might find many SEA films available via Inter-library loan from the following university libraries with strong SEA media holdings:

University of California – Berkeley and UCLA

University of Hawai‘i, University of Wisconsin, University of Michigan

University of Washington (Seattle) and Cornell University
World Cat Digital Archive - http://www.worldcat.org/
FILMS ON DVD

(The films included here are those that are available for purchase and have English subtitles. The film reviews are culled from the various distributors’ web sites.) 

[Cambodia]
The Sea Wall (Dir: Rithy Panh, 2008) http://www.axiomfilms.co.uk/films/france-belgium-switzerland/the-sea-wall.html
Summary: Set in the rich landscape of French colonial Indochina The Sea Wall is a highly successful adaptation of Marguerite Duras' acclaimed and semi-autobiographical novel "Un Barrage Contre le Pacifique.” Deceived into investing all of her savings in worthless, regularly flooded farmland, incapable of supporting crops and perilously close to the ocean, this film tells the compelling story of one mother's (Isabelle Huppert) fight to protect her family - Joseph (Gaspard Ulliel) and Suzanne (Astrid Berges-Frisbey) - from destitution at the hands of a corrupt administration. Battling both the colonial bureaucrats and nature itself, she enlists the help of the local villagers, putting into place an elaborate scheme: building a dam against the sea to secure the future of both her family and the local community.

One Day After the War (Un Soir après la Guerre) (Dir: Rithy Panh, 1998) http://www.trigon-film.org/en/movies/Soir_apres_la_guerre
Summary: This film looks at the period right after the war. Savannah is 28 years when he returns to Phnom Penh. For four years he has fought against the Khmer Rouge, his whole life never having seen anything but war in his country. In the capital, he meets Srey Poeuv, a young woman who was sold by her family to a pimp, in order to allow them all to survive. Told in a series of flashbacks, Savannah and Srey basically just want one thing: their dignity restored. Rithy Panh reminds us of how difficult it has become after all these years of war and terror in a beautiful country where people have become more accustomed to death than to life.

S21: The Khmer Rouge Killing Machine (Dir: Rithy Panh, 2003), 

http://www.amazon.com/S21-Khmer-Rouge-Killing-Machine/dp/B0007TKORS
Summary: In S21, Rithy Panh brings two survivors back to the notorious Khmer Rouge Tuol Sleng prison (code-named "S21"), now a genocide museum where former Khmer Rouge are employed as guides. Painter Vann Nath confronts his former captors in the converted schoolhouse where he was tortured, though by chance he did not suffer the fate of most of the other 17,000 men, women and children who were taken there, their "crimes" meticulously documented to justify their execution. The ex-Khmer Rouge guards respond to Nath's provocations with excuses, chilling stoicism or apparent remorse as they recount the atrocities they committed at ages as young as 12 years old. 
Rice People (Dir: Rithy Panh, 1994), https://www.trigon-film.org/en/shop/DVD/Rice_People
Summary: This mournful drama follows the plight of Cambodian rice farmers who struggle to survive after the death of their family patriarch. Based on a novel by Shahnon Ahmad, the film features breathtaking shots of the rural countryside plus tender and moving characterizations of each of the family members. 
[Indonesia]
Eliana, Eliana (Dir: Riri Riza, 2002) http://www.facetsdvd.com/category-s/218.htm
Summary: A visionary feature film from Riri Riza that revolutionized the Indonesian film industry. Set against a pulsating backdrop of modern-day Jakarta, this electrifying drama tells the story of a woman from a small-town in West Sumatra who moves to the big city. Pulled between the old and the new, between tradition and rejuvenation, Eliana's mother and her childhood home keep popping back into her cosmopolitan life. 

Jermal (Dir: Ravi L. Bharwani/Rayya Makarim, 2008) http://www.facetsdvd.com/category-s/218.htm
Summary: In this Indonesian coming-of-age tale, a 12-year-old boy (Iqbal S. Manurung) is sent to live with his biological father (Didi Petet) after the death of his mother. Due to dad's past run-ins with the law, the man lives and works out on a jermal, a large fishing platform where boats come to deposit their catch. When the boy arrives, he is quickly rejected by the man he calls dad. Still, the boy is put to work, and he stands out among the uneducated youths who grew up helping on the jermal. But will his smarts and hard work him win over his stern father? 

Love for Share (Berbagi Suami) (Dir: Nia Dinata, 2006), http://www.asianfilmarchive.org/shop/
Summary: In the Indonesian drama Love for Share, the lives of three women in polygamous relationships are presented, end to end, as a way of exploring how women deal with polygamy, a tradition that has once again achieved mainstream acceptance under the current government. The three women occupy completely different social strata and are of different ethnicities, and their experiences are just as diverse as their backgrounds. Love for Share is both an exceptional movie and presents a rare, open-minded look at polygamy that offers confusion, humor and love in place of judgment.
Merantau (Dir: Gareth Evans, 2009) http://www.facetsdvd.com/category-s/218.htm
Summary: This Indonesian martial arts film focuses on a young man (Iko Uwais) from the sticks of Sumatra. He is sent off alone into the big city of Jakarta on his merantau (the cultural tradition whereby a young man leaves his family and home and makes his way to the city to live for one year), where his silat martial arts skills must protect him from increasingly savage situations. 

Of Love and Eggs (Dir: Garin Nugroho, 2004) http://www.facetsdvd.com/category-s/218.htm
Summary: “An intimate drama which broaches difficult social, religious and generational issues with unusual subtlety and insight" wrote Time Out London about this Indonesian film set around a mosque in Jakarta during the Muslim holiday of Lebaran. 

Rainbow Troops (Laskar Pelangi) (Dir: Riri Riza, 2008) http://sensasian.com/product.php/en/V20947H-D/Laskar_Pelangi/
Summary: The island of Belitong, Indonesia. Two teachers, Muslimah and Harfan, eagerly await the beginning of the new school year and the arrival of their new pupils. At least ten pupils need to attend their Islamic primary school, otherwise the educational authority will close them down. No wonder they are both nervous. Fortunately, ten students end up registering for school--most of the children being from families of poor day laborers. Muslimah decides to call the group of first graders the "rainbow troops." Following the children over a period of five years, we observe as these disadvantaged children struggle for the right to make their dreams reality. A box office smash in Indonesia.
[Malaysia]
Flower in the Pocket (Dir: Liew Seng Tat, 2007) http://www.facetsdvd.com/category-s/242.htm
Summary: This genial, low-budget Malaysian film about a burgeoning father-son relationship, Flower in the Pocket is "a film whose genuine humor and lack of pretension, not to mention palpable warmth, set it above the general run of new Malaysian cinema" 

Sepet (Dir: Yasmin Ahmad, 2005) http://sensasian.com/product.php/en/V10390H-D/ & http://www.facetsdvd.com/product-p/dv97080.htm
Summary: A winner of six Malaysian Film Awards, this debut feature from writer-director   Yasmin Ahmad deals with class and race issues with a refreshing frankness and a sense of humor that crosses continents. When a well-off teenage Malaysian girl, Orked (Sharifah Amani), stumbles up to the pirated DVD stand of an older Malay-Chinese boy (Choo Seong Ng), an improbable romance takes shape in spite of societal pressures against such a thing.
Gubra (Dir: Yasmin Ahmad, 2007) http://www.facetsdvd.com/product-p/dv97079.htm
Summary: In Yasmin Ahmad's sequel to the breakout hit, Sepet, our heroine Orked (Sharifah Amani) is now happily married to an older man, but her world is soon thrown into turmoil once again when her father becomes ill. When she goes to visit him at the hospital, she runs into the older brother of her first love Jason (from Sepet) and a "friendship" evolves. Back stories include a young Muslim family living next door to the home of two prostitutes; and more development of the story of the cold-hearted marriage of Jason’s parents. Highly recommended.
Love Conquers All (Dir: Tan Chui-mui, 2006) http://www.facetsdvd.com/category-s/242.htm
Summary: A Malaysian indie drama about the foibles of modern romance as told from a distinctly female perspective. A pretty young woman (Ong Li Whei) leaves her boyfriend in rural Penang to work at her aunt's broken-down restaurant in Kuala Lumpur. Amidst the hustle of big city life, she meets your archetypal bad boy (Stephen Chuah) and falls for him and his flashy lifestyle before a harsh reality sets in. 
Mukhsin (Dir: Yasmin Ahmad, 2007) 
http://www.facetsdvd.com/SearchResults.asp?Extensive_
Search=Y&Search=mukhsin&Search.x=0&Search.y=0
Summary: Those looking to indulge their cinematic sweet-tooth can't go far wrong with 'Mukhsin', a gorgeous paean to young love from Malaysian director Yasmin Ahmad which focuses on perpetually bullied 12-year-old Mukhsin (Mohd Shafie Naswip) who, during a school holiday, forges a bond with the brassy, self-confident Orked (Sharifah Aryana). Ahmad shows great skill in painting a colourful, rich and believable family life for the pair, as well as portraying their burgeoning relationship with great tenderness and fragility. This film marks an about-face in the Orked series, whereby after Sepet and Gubra, we see Orked as a young girl. 
Muallaf (Dir: Yasmin Ahmad, 2010) Available through music store HMV Singapore

Summary: 20-year old Rohani and her 14-year old sister Rohana are two Malay girls on the run from their wealthy, abusive father. Finding refuge in a smaller town, their secret little world collides with that of Robert Ng, a 30-year old Catholic school teacher. The young man finds himself irresistibly drawn towards the sisters, and the extraordinary courage with which they face adversity, in a relationship that inevitably forces Robert to confront a haunting memory of his own troubled childhood. In this story of lost souls who find comfort in each other, friendship opens the window to forgiveness and a reconciliation with the past.
Talentime (Dir: Yasmin Ahmad, 2009) Available soon check with music store HMV Singapore  

Summary: A music teacher, who is herself a great performer is organizing an inter-school talent show. Through the days of auditions, rehearsals and preparations, running up to the big day of the contest, the characters get embroiled in a world of heightened emotions - ambition, jealousy, human comedy, romance, heartbreak - all of which culminate in a day of great music and performances. Yasmin also mentioned that the idea behind Talentime was that as humans, we have to go through a lot of pain and some measure of suffering before we can reach greater heights. 
The Big Durian (Dir: Amir Muhammad, 2002) - http://www.asianfilmarchive.org/
Summary: Synopsis: On the night of 18 October 1987, a soldier ran amok with an M16 in the area of Chow Kit, Kuala Lumpur. Due to the thorny circumstances of the time and place, his amok triggered a citywide panic and rumours of racial riots. Why did he do it? Why were Malaysians so jittery at the time? And what happened next? "The Big Durian" speaks to 23 Malaysians (some real, some fictional) to find out.

[Philippines]
Macho Dancer (Dir: Lino Brocka, 1988) http://www.facetsdvd.com/category-s/212.htm
Summary: From world-renowned director Lino Brocka comes a story of sex, violence, and     political corruption. Abandoned by his American lover, a handsome teenager from the mountains journeys to Manila in an effort to support his family. With a popular call boy as his mentor, Paul enters the glittering world of the "macho dancer"--a world of male strippers, prostitution, drugs, sexual slavery, police corruption and murder. Macho Dancers is a searing indictment of the hypocrisy and corruption rampant under both the Marcos and Aquino regimes. Uncensored and uncut. 
The Blossoming of Maximo Oliveros (Dir: Auraeus Solito, 2006)   

http://www.amazon.com/Blossoming-Maximo-Oliveros-Soliman-Cruz/dp/B000Q677HC 

Summary: In this coming-of-age story, Maximo (Nathan Lopez) is a gay pre-teen who is     devoted to his family despite their lives of crime. When he falls for a handsome policeman, the promise of a better life threatens to tear the family apart. Highly recommended. 
Muro-Ami (The Reef Hunters) (Dir: Marilou Diaz-Abaya, 2001) 

http://www.kabayancentral.com/video/gma/cpgmama.html
Summary: Reef Hunters was a breakthrough for Filipino cinema. The charismatic Cesar Montano stars as the demanding, increasingly unstable captain of a fishing boat who recruits     young village boys to help him with the dangerous job of diving for fish near the coral reefs. Spectacular underwater cinematography provides visual commentary on the destruction of the Philippine coral reefs. Highly recommended. 
Bagong Buwan (New Moon) (Dir: Marilou Diaz-Abaya, 2001) 

http://www.kabayancentral.com/video/star/cpstbbebtb.html
Summary: A rare treatment of the ongoing conflict between Christians and Muslims in Mindanao. 
[Singapore]
15 (Dir: Royston Tan, 2003) http://www.facetsdvd.com/category-s/194.htm
Summary: Breakout filmmaker Royston Tan recruited a cast of teens from actual housing     project gangs in Singapore to perform in his powerfully realistic snapshot of contemporary urban life. From rampant drug use to unthinking violence, the characters in Tan's hard-hitting drama are in many ways reminiscent of the figures in Larry Clark's Kids. NOT what you think when you think about Singapore.
Eric Khoo Boxed Set Collection [My Magic, Be With Me, 12 Storeys, and Mee Pok Man] http://www.moviexclusive.com/Details.php?ProductID=115&c=21 

Summary: The “Best Of” collection of Singapore’s most famous director/filmmaker. A must-have for any library collection

I Not Stupid (Dir: Jack Neo, 2002) http://www.yesasia.com/global/i-not-stupid-too-dvd-taiwan-version/1004779702-0-0-0-en/info.html
Summary: The film portrays the lives, struggles, and adventures of three Primary 6 pupils who are placed in the academically inferior EM3 stream (which, as a result of parliamentary debates following the release of the film, was abolished in 2008). This satirical comedy criticises the Singaporean education system and social attitudes in Singapore, including the competitive kiasu (fear of losing) mentality and over-obedience to authority.

Money No Enough (Dir: Jack Neo, 1998) 

http://www.yesasia.com/global/money-no-enough-dvd-malaysia-version/
1023560345-0-0-0-en/info.html
Summary: is a Singaporean comedy film about three friends with financial problems who start a car polishing business. The film remains the all-time highest-grossing Singaporean film, while its success helped revive the Singaporean film industry. 
The Blue Mansion (Dir: Glen Goei, 2009) http://www.thebluemansion.com/
Summary: A recently deceased Chinese patriarch watches his dysfunctional family argue over his funeral, his property, and who actually murdered him. As "religious" as the SEAn Chinese can get, I reckon. 
[Thailand] 
6ixtyNin9 (Dir: Pen-Ek Ratanaruang, 1999) http://www.facetsdvd.com/product-p/dv76180.htm
Summary: Thai director Pen-Ek Ratanaruang made this stylish gangster comedy. Shortly after losing her job, Tum (Lalita Panyopas) finds a mysterious box full of money on her doorstep. Deciding to keep it, Tum unwittingly places herself in the middle of a high stakes power grab between Thai boxing gangsters, corrupt execs, and bungling bureaucrats. 
Beautiful Boxer (Dir: Ekachai Uekrongtham, 2005) 
http://www.facetsdvd.com/product-p/dv77296.htm
Summary: Based on the amazing true-life story of famous Thai kickboxer Parinya Charoenphol, a transgendered fighter who used his winnings in the ring to fund a sex-change operation. Told with fierce physicality and tender lyricism the film tracks Charoenphol (nicknamed Nong Toom) through his grueling training regiment and championship bouts, fought in makeup and drag. Real-life kickboxing champ Asanee Suwan earned Thailand's equivalent of the Best Actor Oscar for his stirring, soulful performance. 
Citizen Dog (Dir: Wisit Sasanatieng, 2006) http://www.facetsdvd.com/product-p/dv95109.htm
Summary: A surreal romantic comedy set in the vividly-imagined Technicolor streets of Bangkok. A village boy named Pod moves to the big city to work in a sardine cannery and falls for a beautiful young girl clutching a mysterious book. Finger dismemberment, reincarnated loved ones and stunning special effects figure in this eye-candied delight. Don’t pass this one by!
Chocolate (Dir: Prachya Pinkaew 2009) http://www.amazon.com/Chocolate-Yanin-Vismitananda/dp/B001L67A4G
Summary: A kickboxing hero with a difference arises in this action saga from Thailand. Zin, the girlfriend of a Japanese mobster raises their daughter, Zen (Yanin Vismitananda), on her own and discovers she's autistic; one of the few things that helps bring Zen out of her inner world is chocolate, and in time the girl develops a remarkable skill in the martial arts. When Zin is diagnosed with cancer, the family cannot afford the chemotherapy that could save her life until her friend Moom (Taphon Phopwandee) comes up with a plan -- plenty of people still owe Zin money from her days as an outlaw, and with Zen as a candy-fueled enforcer, they might be able to get them to pay up and raise the funds for Zin's medical bills. Chocolate was directed by Prachya Pinkaew, who made the fight thriller ONG BAK starring Thai martial arts master Tony Jaa. Hold onto your hats for this classic!
Iron Ladies (Dir: Yongyoot Thongkongtoon, 2000) http://www.facetsdvd.com/product-p/dv67933.htm
Summary: Based on a true story, this crowd-pleasing feature follows a team of gay, transvestite and transsexual volleyball players as they compete for a national championship in Thailand. Their battles extend off the field as well, where they have to stand up against discrimination within the sporting world. The broad comedy and feel-good vibe of this film made it the second highest-grossing movie in Thai cinema history. Don’t leave before the credits roll!
Last Life in the Universe (Dir: Pen-ek Ratanaruang, 2003) http://www.facetsdvd.com/product-p/dv81089.htm
Summary: This tender film explores themes of ennui and isolation in a foreign land. Tadanobu Asano (Zatoichi) stars as Kenji, a Japanese librarian living in Bangkok who has shut himself off from society . When a chance encounter with a feisty bargirl (Sinitta Boonyasak) seduces him back to life, Kenji must learn to reconcile the fleetingness of their connection. Beautifully photographed by Christopher Doyle (2046, In the Mood for Love.
Mekong Full Moon Party (Dir: Jira Maligool, 2002) 

http://www.facetsdvd.com/product-p/dv99264.htm
Summary: Science and religion clash as three men meet during an annual celebration of a purported miracle, in which mysterious fireballs fly out of the Mekong River. This comedy about a small town trying to preserve its tourist industry won nine Thai Oscars.
Mon Rak Transistor (Dir: Pen-Ek Ratanaruang, 2001)

http://www.facetsdvd.com/product-p/dv80503.htm
Summary: Phan decides to pursue his life-long dream to become a singer in Bangkok. However, when life and his career begin to take a turn for the worse, the only thing that makes him happy is the memory of a gift from his wife - a transistor radio. The film highlights the popular music genre of pleng luk thung songs that typically reflect the hardship of everyday life among the rural poor. Tempos tend to be slow, and singers use an expressive singing style with a lot of vibrato. Comparisons are sometimes made with country music of the United States.

Ong Bak (Dir: Prachya Pinkaew 2007) http://www.amazon.com/Ong-Bak-Thai-Warrior-Tony-Jaa/dp/B0009VBTQY
Summary: Tony Jaa's breakout performance as a religious warrior on a vigilante mission earned near-unanimous acclaim from critics, who declared the actor's rigorous, athletic star-turn equal to performances by Bruce Lee, Jackie Chan, and other martial arts icons. The film follows Ting as he travels to Bangkok to recover a priceless statue from a ruthless warlord, but much of the plot is ancillary to spectacularly choreographed action sequences that pummel the senses. 
Tears of the Black Tiger (Dir: Wisit Sasanatieng, 2000)

http://www.facetsdvd.com/categorys/197.htm?searching=Y&sort=7&cat=197&show=20&page=3
Summary: The first film from writer-director Wisit Sansantaieng is a flamboyant genre-masher that makes Kill Bill seem downright classical in comparison. Tears of the Black Tiger combines conventions of the Western and the 'tude of Hong Kong actioners with a digitally-saturated primary color scheme and acting so melodramatic that it passes cult and goes straight to camp. The plot is not as important (or as fun) as the style itself, but here you go nonetheless: a love triangle threatens to consume an upper class girl torn between her police captain husband and her childhood love, the outlaw Black Tiger. 
The Overture (Dir: Itthisoontorn Vicailak, 2004) http://www.facetsdvd.com/category-s/197.htm?searching=Y&sort=7&cat=197&show=20&page=3
Summary: Elegant coming-of-age story traces the development of Sorn, a virtuoso of the ranard-ek--Thailand's traditional wooden xylophone. Based on the life of maestro Luang Pradith Phairao (1881-1954), Vicailak's saga follows Sorn as he surreptitiously studies to be a master ranard player despite hostile disapproval, first from his parents and later from the Thai government. Outstanding traditional music tracks. 
Uncle Boonmee Who Can Recall His Past Lives (Dir: Apichatpong Weerasethakul, 2010) http://www.facetsdvd.com/category-s/189.htm
Summary: In the forests of northeast Thailand, an old farmer named Boonmee (Thanapat Saisaymar) is dying. His sister and nephew come to visit, as do the ghosts of his deceased wife and his long-lost son...in the form of a red-eyed, man-sized monkey...and this is cool with everyone. It's hard to package this uncategorizable film, but J. Hoberman had a go at it: "The acme of no-budget, Buddhist-animist, faux-naive, avant-pop magic neorealism." But Weerasethakul accomplishes this with a shoestring budget, and the result is completely off the map. Recommended!

Wonderful Town (Dir: Aditya Assarat, 2008)

http://www.facetsdvd.com/category-s/197.htm?searching=Y&sort=7&cat=197&show=20&page=4
Summary: The narrative concerns a young Bangkok architect sent to the Thai coast to work on a project near a resort. There he meets a pretty innkeeper and an innocent relationship takes hold. As the romance grows, so does the chilling understanding that their vacant, dreamy surroundings are the ruins of the 2004 tsunami that devastated the coast, killed thousands, and drove even more away. Understated and unnerving. Winner of the Tiger Award at the 2008 Rotterdam Film Festival. 
[Viet Nam]
Buffalo Boy (Dir: Nghiem-Minh Nguyen-Vo 2004)
Summary: A luminous coming-of-age story set in the Mekong Delta of the 1930s, Nghiem-Minh Nguyen-Vo's festival award-winning drama is based on a cycle of short stories by Nam Son. The film follows a teenager (Le The Lu) as he joins a band of nomadic buffalo herders and gets introduced to a world of crime, violence, and romance. The youngster's adventures are set against the achingly beautiful backdrop of mid-century Vietnam, with its rolling landscapes and lush, exhilarating colors.
The Traveling Circus (Dir: Viet Linh, 1991), http://discovery-releasing.com/
Summary: One of the most acclaimed Vietnamese films of the 1980s. With obvious influences from Bergman, DeSica and Fellini, female director Viet Linh tells the bittersweet story of a small traveling circus from Hanoi stopping in an impoverished ethnic minority village in Vietnam’s central highlands. Through the eyes of a village youngster, we witness the magic of the circus, and the naïve hope that illusion can be transformed into reality. The Traveling Circus is an extremely realistic, sensitive and moving film, that is rarely shown either in Vietnam or abroad. 

When The Tenth Month Comes (Dir: Dang Nhat Minh, 1985), http://discovery-releasing.com/
Summary: A haunting portrait of one woman’s struggle with loss and personal sacrifice during the war, WHEN THE TENTH MONTH COMES is considered by many local and international critics to be the greatest Vietnamese movie ever made. In the final days of the war, a beautiful young widow, Duyen, faces a daily struggle to take care of her young son and ailing father-in-law, all the while hiding from them the fact that her husband has recently been killed in battle. Keeping her secret burden to herself, she is befriended by the village schoolmaster, Zhang, who agrees to fabricate letters from her dead husband in order to spare her family sorrow. As their friendship deepens, Duyen and Zhang find themselves drawn closer to intimacy – a dangerous relationship if Duyen if to maintain her charade. The title of the movie refers to the month in which the “Day of Forgiveness” occurs; a time when it is said that departed souls may visit loved ones still living. The film resonates beautifully with the traditional Vietnamese precepts of duty and sacrifice, combined with aesthetic influences from centuries of traditional poetry, literature and theatre.

Nostalgia for the Countryside (Dir: Dang Nhat Minh, 1996), http://discovery-releasing.com/
Summary: Powerful and poetic, Nostalgia for the Countryside explores the tensions and traumas of everyday life in a rural northern Vietnamese village. The arrival from abroad of Quyen, who fled the village as a small girl, coincides with the sexual awakening of 17-year-old Nham, through whose eyes the story unfolds. While picturesque on the surface, the countryside that Quyen dreamed about turns out to be a landscape of poverty, passion and tragedy – though not without pockets of warmth and humor. Somewhat controversial at the time of its release, Nostalgia for the Countryside has been acclaimed by international critics as a masterpiece, due largely to the sensitive and compassionate storytelling of director Dang Nhat Minh. 

Little Girl of Hanoi (Dir: Hai Ninh, 1973), http://discovery-releasing.com/
Summary: One of the great classics of Vietnamese cinema. Filmed in Hanoi amidst the smoke and rubble of the actual 1972 Christmas bombardment. After the American B-52 bombing of Kham Thien Street and Bach Mai hospital, little Ngoc Ha’s family is shattered. Her mother has died trying to save children in a kindergarten, her seriously-injured younger sister is brought to a hospital, and Ngoc Ha encounters a variety of strangers as she wanders the war-torn streets of Hanoi looking for her father. Little Girl of Hanoi is one of the most remarkable movies ever made anywhere during wartime. Full of exquisite and startling images. In the words of film critic Jonathan Rosenbaum, “the film is remarkable not only for its sincerity and emotional directness, but for its accomplished visual style.” 

