Hu Shi and the May Fourth Movement:

Hu Shi (1891-1962)

· from a relatively poor family in Shanghai (originally Anhui)

· moved to study in the United States (using a scholarship set up from the Boxer Rebellion Indemnity)

· First studied agriculture, then philosophy and literature, after graduating moved to Columbia University and studied with John Dewey (prgmatism)

· Served briefly as ambassador to china, president of Beijing University, finally president of the Academia Sinica in Tiapie.

· Persona non grata in the PRC until 1986 (and still not fully appreciated)

1917 article: “A Preliminary Discussion of Literature Reform” in New Youth (founded in 1915, by fellow-Anhui writer Chen Duxiu (1879-1942).  Eight point of reform: substance, do not imitate ancients, use grammar, no melancholia, no clichés, no allusions, no couplets and parallelisms, do not avoid popular expressions and characters: Most important is the last, write in the vernacular
1918 “Constructive Literary Revolution—A Literature of National Speech”: four points, say only if you have something to say; say what you want to say in the way you want to say it; speak only of your own things; speak in the language of the time in which you live.

Wrote some rather unexciting poetry to prove the point: mostly known as a scholar of classical literature, in particular vernacular literature.

Points about his history of national language literature:
