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The East-West Center Arts Program has
enriched the community for three decades
through exhibitions, performances,

lecture-demonstrations, and hands-on workshops
focusing on traditional arts
of the Asia Pacific region.
In 2010, more than
20,000 adults and youth
experienced the Center’s
arts programs. Outreach
initiatives primarily
targeted “at-risk” youth by
conducting school programs
in economically disadvan-
taged neighborhoods.

East-West Center
Gallery 50th anniversary
exhibitions included “The Golden Ceremony:
Weddings in Asia,” an exhibition featuring
garments, dowry items, and artifacts reflecting the
diverse wedding traditions across Asia. Other

EWCArts Program Introduces Diverse Audiences
to Traditions of Asia and the Pacific

exhibitions included “Cham: Syncretic Islamic
Communities in Vietnam and Cambodia;”
“Kyrgyzstan: Nomadic Culture in the Modern
World,” and treasures from the EWC Permanent
Collection.

Throughout the year, the Center’s Arts
Program hosted several performing artists-in-
residence beginning in March with the Tokyo-
based music ensemble AURA-J. The ensemble
introduced numerous school students, senior
citizen groups, and the general public to traditional
and contemporary Japanese instrumental music.

In April, Kabu ni Vanua, one of the most
accomplished traditional music and dance
ensembles in Fiji, spent an 11-day residency at
the East-West Center. The performers presented
concerts and educational demonstrations to
audiences of more than 9,300 people during
its tour of Hawai‘i.

In May, musicians and performers from the
Bangladesh Institute of Theatre Arts in Chittagong
introduced the rich traditions of Bengali folk
music to a wide range of Hawai‘i audiences.

In September, the renowned Hands
Percussion Team drum ensemble from Malaysia
captivated Hawai‘i audiences with their dynamic,
multicultural rhythms that combined respect
for cultural tradition with innovative, contem-
porary performances on instruments drawn
from a diverse range of percussion cultures.

Culminating in November, two
sold-out concerts of Indonesian music
and dance featured dance masters from
Bali and Java joined by the University of
Hawai‘i gamelan orchestras.

new Publications Highlight
Center’s Global Impact

Fifty Years,
Fifty Stories
highlights the
lives and
achievements
of 50 alumni.
Each has a
unique story
to share
demonstrating

leadership tied to service, expertise and collaboration
— which many trace to their days at the East-West
Center. Included are world leaders such as India’s
Prime Minister Manmohan singh, champions for the
poor such as nobel Laureate Muhammad Yunus and
microcredit pioneer ann Dunham soetoro, and notables
like Kathleen Hall Jamieson, highly respected analyst of
media and politics. Many are trailblazers influencing
change at the grassroots, local, national, regional and
international levels, others are emerging leaders
dedicated to forging better futures for their communities.

When Manmohan Singh
was tapped as Finance
Minister in 1991, India’s
economy was slidingtoward bankruptcy. Singh swiftly institutedreforms that liberalized the economy and placedthe South Asian nation on the path to globalization.Under his stewardship, the economy revived andgrew at an annual rate of 7 percent.However, quiet, brilliant economists don’tusually make successful politicians. So no oneexpected Singh to emerge as India’s primeminister in the nation’s 2004 elections, let alonebe re-elected overwhelmingly to a second term.But that’s exactly what happened in May 2009,when more than 400 million voters in the world’slargest democracy gave Singh’s Congress Party itsbiggest election victory in years.Singh, who had already made history as thefirst Sikh to hold the nation’s top post, becameonly the second prime minister — JawaharlalNehru was the first — to win another five-yearterm.

Upon Singh’s re-election, an Indian politicalanalyst explained on National Public Radio, “TheIndian electorate preferred him because he waslow-key, he seemed different. He was an educatedman who was known for his scholarship, and itkept his voice and rhetoric at a low level.”

Manmohan Singh
Navigating India’s Path to Globalization

Manmohan Singh
India
1964, Trade

Born in Gah (now part of Pakistan), Singh’sfamily moved to Amritsar in 1947, displaced by thepartition at the arrival of India’s independence.Life was extremely difficult. At times, thefamily couldn’t afford food or electricity.Young Manmohan walked to school barefoot;he studied under a street lamp.
Hungry to learn, he applied himself to hisstudies, graduating from Punjab University, thenattending Cambridge and Oxford universities onscholarships, where he distinguished himself ineconomics. After returning to India to teach at hisalma mater, he came to the East-West Center for aprogram on international trade. Soon after that hejoined the Delhi School of Economics, during itsgolden era — and began his ascent as an economicsreformer.

In 2004, when Congress Party PresidentSonia Gandhi nominated Singh to be primeminister, observers considered it a gamble thatthe low-profile economist could win. But he did,and his election eased tensions between theCongress Party and India’s Sikhs.In a notoriously divisive political climate,he steadied India’s economy — which grew morethan 8 percent when Western economies took anose dive. And in 2009, Singh earned a clear-cutmandate from Indian voters to continue botheconomic and much-needed social reforms. �

“I was at the East-West
Center in 1964. I enjoyed
my time there very much
and believe that its
mission now is even more
important than before.”
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In 1976, the Hawaiian

voyaging canoe Hōkūle‘a

completed a historic
journey, sailing 2,300

miles between Hawai‘i and Tahiti without

modern-day navigational instruments. At the

helm of the 62-foot replica of an ancient voyaging

canoe was navigator Mau Piailug from the

Micronesian island of Satawal, in the Pacific

Island nation of Yap.
It had been more than 600 years since canoes

had made the journey along the ancestral

Polynesian sea route — and the Hōkūle‘a launched

a renaissance of voyaging, canoe building and

non-instrument navigation that began in Hawai‘i

and now extends across Polynesia.

None of this could have happened if the

unassuming Piailug had not agreed to share the

traditional seafaring knowledge passed on to him

by his grandfather. In 1976, the East-West Center

was asked by University of Hawai‘i anthropologist

Ben Finney, also of the Polynesian Voyaging

Society, to help find a navigator from Micronesia.

In that corner of the Pacific, a handful of

Micronesians were still sailing between remote

islands using traditional methods. Piailug accepted

an invitation from the East-West Center to come

to Hawai‘i as a special fellow.

Born in 1932, he was tapped by his master

navigator grandfather to carry on a tradition

essential to survival in Satawal. Six hundred people

live on the island, only a mile and a half long and a

mile wide. The navigator takes the canoe into the

vast ocean to catch fish so his neighbors can eat.

Mau Piailug
The NavigatorWho Launched a Renaissance in the Pacific
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Mau Piailug
Micronesia
1975, Culture Learning
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S.R. Nathan, the second

elected president of Singapore,

has enjoyed a distinguished

career that has taken him from

social work to journalism and foreign service.

Despite the loss of his father at a youn
g age, he

applied himself to his studies and grad
uated with

distinction from the University of Malaya in 1954, a

standout in the first class to receive di
plomas in social

work. He began a life in public service i
n the areas of social

welfare and labor, eventually earning p
ostings in the

Ministries of Defense, Foreign Affairs a
nd HomeAffairs

before being appointed executive chai
rman of The Straits

Times. That brought him in the 1980s to the East-West

Center for regional conferences spons
ored by the Culture

and Communication Institute.

But outside of Singapore he is best-kn
own for his

diplomatic service. Nathan was High C
ommissioner to

Malaysia (1988-90) and Singapore’s a
mbassador to the

United States (1990-96). In each of th
ose postings, he

served as Singapore’s representative d
uring difficult

periods in foreign relations with his ho
st countries.

In Malaysia, he stepped into the positio
n soon after

the visit of an Israeli president to Singa
pore, which created

tension with Malaysia. InWashington,
he was ambassador

during American protests of the canin
g of an American

citizen living in Singapore found guilty
of committing

vandalism.

Earlier, as director of the Security and
Intelligence

Division, he was thrust into the spotlig
ht as chief

negotiator in a hijacking and hostage-t
aking incident in

1974. The hostages were eventually rel
eased.Whether as

envoy or negotiator, Nathan has demo
nstrated diplomatic

skills and a steadiness that have serve
d him well

throughout his long career. �

S.R. Nathan
President of Singapore

S.R. Nathan
Singapore
1984, Senior Seminar
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At a very young age, Mau was placed in tide

pools so that he could sit in the water and sense

the changes in the sea’s movements. At the age

of four, he began to sail with his grandfather.

Through these experiences came an inherent

connection with the heavens and the ocean —

the ancient mariner’s skills.

In 1979 Piailug agreed to teach a young Native

Hawaiian, Nainoa Thompson, the traditional ways

— how to steer by stars, wind, waves, current, the

flight of birds. With Thompson as navigator, the

Hōkūle‘a has voyaged throughout the Pacific, most

recently to Japan, and is planning to sail around

the world in 2012.
Historic sea voyages across vast stretches of

ocean were made possible through the generosity

of Piailug, who found in Hawai‘i an interest in a

3,000-year-old tradition not shared by the young

people of his island. Before Thompson began his

first voyage as a navigator, he recalled Piailug

advising him to keep in mind an image of the

island that was his destination. “Don’t ever lose

that image or you will be lost,” Piailug told him.

It’s a lesson, Thompson realized, that applies to

any journey: Trust yourself, hold steady to your

vision, and you will arrive at your destination. �
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FiftyYears, Fifty StoriesEast-West Center

An AuRA-J ensemble member demonstrates how to play the koto to
Hawai‘i elementary and middle school students.

portrait from “the Golden
Ceremony: Weddings in Asia”
exhibition.

To view selected works from EWC exhibitions
visit the EWC Virtual Gallery at:
� EastWestCenter.org/go/151�

To view a pdf, go to:
� EastWestCenter.org/pubs/3508�

http://www.EastWestCenter.org/go/151
http://www.EastWestCenter.org/pubs/3508
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EWC International Delegations Observe Elections
in Solomon Islands and Bougainville

In 2010, the East-West Center’s Pacific
Islands Development Program (PIDP)
organized two multinational election

observation missions for key elections in the
Pacific. Papua New Guinea’s Autonomous
Bougainville Region held elections for President
and the House of Representatives in May; and in
August, the Solomon Islands conducted national
parliamentary elections. “The EWC-led
observation teams from across the Asia Pacific
region sought to enhance the environment for free
and fair balloting,” said
Gerard Finin, PIDP’s
Deputy Director and
the delegation project
director.

The nine-member
delegation to Bougainville,
consisting of three
PIDP staff members,
two election officials
from the Federated
States of Micronesia,
and academics and civil society representatives
from Fiji, Australia, the Solomon Islands, and the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,
coordinated the complicated logistical arrangements,
built relationships with election officials, and
interviewed several of the candidates.

“Arriving before the elections was instrumental
to the process,” said PIDP’s Scott Kroeker. “It takes
time to establish relationships.” The delegation
members reported that this election, which took
place over a two-week period involving 640
polling stations, was a significant step forward for
Bougainville in its post-conflict rebuilding efforts
in that the process was peaceful, highly transparent,
and voter turnout was high.

The EWC mission to the Solomon Islands
was among several delegations that observed the
election. Headed by Sandra Sumang Pierantozzi,
former Vice President and former Minister of
the State of the Republic of Palau, the delegation
included representatives from eight countries
including Australia, Mongolia, Palau, Papua
New Guinea, the Philippines, South Korea,
Timor-Leste and the United States.

On Election Day, observers traveled by
air, land, and sea to visit more than 150 polling
stations throughout the country. Additionally,
delegates observed the chain of transmission of
the ballot boxes from a number of polling places
to the provincial tabulation centers and witnessed
the early tabulation process at various sites.

The Election Observation Missions were
conducted in cooperation with the United
Nations and under the auspices of the Asia Pacific
Democracy Partnership, a multilateral collaboration
of Asia Pacific countries to promote and strengthen
democratic processes in the region. The East-West
Center coordinated the projects through grants
from the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of
Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor.

The East-West Center
Legacy book highlights
the ways in which the
Center and its network
of staff, professional
participants, and alumni
have helped shape the
region. the vignettes,
selected from hundreds
of collaborative projects

over five decades illustrate the diversity of the Center’s
activities. they also reflect the creativity interwoven
into the Center’s cooperative programs, in which multi-
cultural groups engage in dialogue, building upon each
other’s experience, skills, and expertise to contribute to
the progress of the region.

As voter turn-out was high in the Solomon Islands, people waited in
long lines to cast their vote.

Bougainville elections were
peaceful this year.

To view a pdf, go to:
� EastWestCenter.org/pubs/3509�

http://www.EastWestCenter.org/pubs/3509



