
In 1976, the Hawaiian
voyaging canoe Hōkūle‘a
completed a historic
journey, sailing 2,300

miles between Hawai‘i and Tahiti without
modern-day navigational instruments. At the
helm of the 62-foot replica of an ancient voyaging
canoe was navigator Mau Piailug from the
Micronesian island of Satawal, in the Pacific
Island nation of Yap.

It had been more than 600 years since canoes
had made the journey along the ancestral
Polynesian sea route — and the Hōkūle‘a launched
a renaissance of voyaging, canoe building and
non-instrument navigation that began in Hawai‘i
and now extends across Polynesia.

None of this could have happened if the
unassuming Piailug had not agreed to share the
traditional seafaring knowledge passed on to him
by his grandfather. In 1976, the East-West Center
was asked by University of Hawai‘i anthropologist
Ben Finney, also of the Polynesian Voyaging
Society, to help find a navigator from Micronesia.
In that corner of the Pacific, a handful of
Micronesians were still sailing between remote
islands using traditional methods. Piailug accepted
an invitation from the East-West Center to come
to Hawai‘i as a special fellow.

Born in 1932, he was tapped by his master
navigator grandfather to carry on a tradition
essential to survival in Satawal. Six hundred people
live on the island, only a mile and a half long and a
mile wide. The navigator takes the canoe into the
vast ocean to catch fish so his neighbors can eat.

Mau Piailug
The Navigator Who Launched a Renaissance in the Pacific
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Mau Piailug
Micronesia
1975, Culture Learning
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S.R. Nathan, the second
elected president of Singapore,
has enjoyed a distinguished
career that has taken him from

social work to journalism and foreign service.
Despite the loss of his father at a young age, he

applied himself to his studies and graduated with
distinction from the University of Malaya in 1954, a
standout in the first class to receive diplomas in social
work. He began a life in public service in the areas of social
welfare and labor, eventually earning postings in the
Ministries of Defense, Foreign Affairs and Home Affairs
before being appointed executive chairman of The Straits
Times. That brought him in the 1980s to the East-West
Center for regional conferences sponsored by the Culture
and Communication Institute.

But outside of Singapore he is best-known for his
diplomatic service. Nathan was High Commissioner to
Malaysia (1988-90) and Singapore’s ambassador to the
United States (1990-96). In each of those postings, he
served as Singapore’s representative during difficult
periods in foreign relations with his host countries.

In Malaysia, he stepped into the position soon after
the visit of an Israeli president to Singapore, which created
tension with Malaysia. In Washington, he was ambassador
during American protests of the caning of an American
citizen living in Singapore found guilty of committing
vandalism.

Earlier, as director of the Security and Intelligence
Division, he was thrust into the spotlight as chief
negotiator in a hijacking and hostage-taking incident in
1974. The hostages were eventually released. Whether as
envoy or negotiator, Nathan has demonstrated diplomatic
skills and a steadiness that have served him well
throughout his long career. �

S.R. Nathan
President of Singapore

S.R. Nathan
Singapore
1984, Senior Seminar
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At a very young age, Mau was placed in tide
pools so that he could sit in the water and sense
the changes in the sea’s movements. At the age
of four, he began to sail with his grandfather.
Through these experiences came an inherent
connection with the heavens and the ocean —
the ancient mariner’s skills.

In 1979 Piailug agreed to teach a young Native
Hawaiian, Nainoa Thompson, the traditional ways
— how to steer by stars, wind, waves, current, the
flight of birds. With Thompson as navigator, the
Hōkūle‘a has voyaged throughout the Pacific, most
recently to Japan, and is planning to sail around
the world in 2012.

Historic sea voyages across vast stretches of
ocean were made possible through the generosity
of Piailug, who found in Hawai‘i an interest in a
3,000-year-old tradition not shared by the young
people of his island. Before Thompson began his
first voyage as a navigator, he recalled Piailug
advising him to keep in mind an image of the
island that was his destination. “Don’t ever lose
that image or you will be lost,” Piailug told him.
It’s a lesson, Thompson realized, that applies to
any journey: Trust yourself, hold steady to your
vision, and you will arrive at your destination. �
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Have a cause worth fighting for? You’ll want Amy
Agbayani on your side. Those who know her, especially
East-West Center alumni who were classmates in the
’60s, know her as fearless in her quest for social justice.

Since receiving her Ph.D. in political science as an East-West Center
grantee from the Philippines, Agbayani has successfully established
programs that promote multi-culturalism, civil rights and improving the
status of Filipinos in Hawai‘i. In 1989, the Honolulu YWCA honored her
for “her leadership as a strong voice for civil rights, immigrant rights,
workers rights, and equity and diversity in higher education for minority
students at the University of Hawai‘i.”

Agbayani is founding director of Student Equity, Excellence and
Diversity (SEED), which provides programs for the recruitment and success
of Native Hawaiian, Filipino and other students from underrepresented
groups at the University of Hawai‘i. She’s an on-campus and community
champion for women, students with disabilities, adults returning to school,
and gay, lesbian and transgender individuals.

Over the years, Agbayani obtained millions of dollars for UH college
scholarships for low-income high-achieving students as well as funds for
community outreach for recently arrived immigrant children and other
disadvantaged students to prepare them in secondary school for higher
education. Prior to her work with SEED, Agbayani founded and was the
first director of Operation Manong (now the Office of Multicultural
Services at the university).

It’s been said if you want to get something done, ask a busy person.
Agbayani is active in a long list of community organizations, often in
leadership positions. She was appointed by the governor to be the first
chair of the Hawai‘i Civil Rights Commission and member of the Hawai‘i
Judicial Selection Commission.

Asked to reflect on her many accomplishments, she says, “My most
rewarding professional achievement has been mentoring young university
students who have become leaders serving the community with integrity.” �

Amy Agbayani
Advocate for Social Justice
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Amy Agbayani
Philippines
1964, Ph.D.

“The foundation of my
professional work and
philosophy of service was
formed during the time I
was an EWC scholarship
student in the 1960s.”



All of China caught Olympics
fever in the summer of 2008,
when Beijing hosted the
international games. Even the

people of Honghe Hani and Yi Autonomous
Prefecture in Yunnan — a remote region
bordering Vietnam — felt the excitement.

“The Olympics is not just for athletes and for
physical competition,” Zhao Zhenge told EWC
friends at the time. “2008 is the Olympic year for
all Chinese — not just for Beijing or for big cities
which are hosting Olympic events.”

He also observed that “as more and more
athletes and visitors come to China, Chinese
people are becoming more interested in learning
English and in learning about foreign cultures,
and are preparing for constructive exchange and
dialogue.”

At the time, Zhenge was lieutenant governor
of the southeastern prefecture known for its
dazzling landscape, natural resources, and the
colorful traditional culture of its ethnic minority
groups. He was responsible for tourism, culture,
physical education and mass media affairs, which
plunged him into planning, policymaking and
charting blueprints for action in those areas, as
well as poverty alleviation efforts.

“The new friends I made during my post there
and the undertakings and services that I have
dedicated there greatly enriched my life experience
and opened my view and vision,” he said, “which
will surely help my thorough understanding of
China, its exciting progress and development as
well as problems, difficulties and challenges.”

Zhenge is now based in Beijing, as deputy
director general of the Exhibition Department
of the China Council for the Promotion of
International Trade. His new assignment took him
to Shanghai, where he was in charge of protocol for
the China Pavilion and coordination of domestic
participation in the World Expo 2010 Shanghai.

In his work, he finds himself applying
leadership skills developed as a fellow in the
2002-2003 Asia Pacific Leadership Program at the
East-West Center. “Successful leaders need to have
multi-dimensional perspectives of regional issues

and a network of support to achieve the program’s
mission and values,” he believes. “Leaders need to
be sensitive to development needs in the region
and be innovative and action-oriented in
developing solutions for change.”

Zhenge prizes the APLP alumni network as
“a very rich resource for linkages and interaction”
in the region. An avid supporter of the EWC
leadership program, he’s encouraged Chinese
professionals to apply and also recommended
candidates from the country’s ethnic minority
groups. �

Zhao Zhenge
Applying Leadership Skills, Valuing Diversity

Zhao Zhenge
China
2002, APLP
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“The East-West Center is
educating a new generation of

journalists to carry in-depth
knowledge of Asia to their

viewers and readers
all over the world.”

The impact of the economic
crisis in Asia. The Japanese
health care system. U.S.-China
trade relations. As the New

York-based correspondent for CNN Business News,
Kitty Pilgrim covers a vast marketplace of economic
issues with national and global implications.

Known for her cool, calm and professional
delivery, Pilgrim’s reports are broadcast on CNN
Worldwide programs on TV, radio and online.

Kitty Pilgrim
Informing Viewers on a World of Economic Trends
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Kitty Pilgrim
United States
2002, Journalism

She was a regular correspondent for Lou Dobbs’
primetime CNN “Moneyline” program, which
was on the air until Fall 2009; she also served as
the chief substitute anchor.

Pilgrim earned her stripes at CNN, beginning
as a production assistant for CNN Business News
in 1986, and was named business news correspondent
in 1990. She anchored the morning program
“Early Edition” and CNN’s “Your Money” on
personal finance.

Her extensive coverage of the Russian
economy in 1991, the end of apartheid in South
Africa in 1993 and live broadcasts from Havana in
1995 won her media awards. A longtime member
of the Council on Foreign Relations, she
contributes an understanding of global economic
trends to public discussions and is also on the
Carnegie Council on Ethics and International
Affairs Roundtable on Foreign Policy.

Off camera, Pilgrim has carved out time to
pursue writing of a different dimension. In the
Spring of 2011, Scribner will publish the first in a
series of adventure novels authored by Pilgrim,
which focus on scientific discovery and
exploration.

An active alumna of the East-West Center, she
graciously assists the Center’s Media Program
with arrangements when journalists visit New
York City. She participated in two Center media
programs — the Hong Kong Journalism
Fellowship Program and the Korea-U.S.
Journalists Exchange — that travel to the Asia
Pacific region and expose media to the complexity
of political, social, economic and cultural issues.

Pilgrim returned to Honolulu in 2007 to be
part of the Center’s first Northeast Asia
Journalists Dialogue, a lively exchange among
media, scholars and policymakers on the most
significant and sensitive issues facing the U.S.,
Japan and South Korea.

“My experience with the East-West Center
has been the foundation of a new understanding
of Asia,” she says. “I have been able to explore
topics and countries that I never would have had
the opportunity to experience.” �



Okinawa in 1962 was still undergoing post-war
reconstruction when Chōkō Takayama was accepted
as a grantee at the East-West Center. “It was my long
cherished dream to expand my academic knowledge,

broaden my international view and understand a different culture by
studying at a university in the United States,” he recalls.

At the Center, Takayama dormed in Hale Mānoa with 500 EWC
students from Asia, the Pacific Islands and the United States. “We were
like one family living together,” he remembers, almost a half century later.
“I believe that my experience, knowledge and skills acquired at the Center
helped me to achieve my goal and carry out my profession effectively with
confidence.”

Takayama returned to Okinawa and a rewarding career as an
administrator at the University of the Ryukyus, then entered broadcasting
— including as a manager at the NHK Okinawa Broadcasting Station —
before moving into public service as executive director in the governor’s
office and chief of staff for the government of Okinawa prefecture. From
1997 until he retired in 2001, he served as deputy mayor of Naha City.

Throughout his career, Takayama engaged in promoting and supporting
exchange programs for foreign students, visitors and overseas organizations,
influenced by his East-West Center experience. In retirement, he devotes
his time to strengthening exchange relationships between Okinawa and
Hawai‘i, and the network of Okinawan immigrants in communities
worldwide. For the past 12 years, he’s led the EWCA Okinawa Chapter,
encouraging students to apply for the Obuchi Scholarship program at the
East-West Center.

He maintains broadcasting ties, coordinating a radio program that
features prominent guests addressing current issues and the future of
Okinawa. And in his leisure time, he takes great pleasure in playing the san
shinn, an Okinawan three-string musical instrument, and — in a nod to his
EWC years in Hawai‘i — the ‘ukulele. �

Chōkō Takayama
Strengthening Hawai‘i-Okinawa Ties

Chōkō Takayama
Okinawa
1962, M.A.
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Khaleda Rashid doesn’t just
teach her students to build
beautiful structures, she
challenges them to design

livable housing and communities for low-income
families in urban areas. She brings in speakers
from the public and private sectors to share
different views of problems and solutions. Then
students engage in interactive discussions that
stretch their minds.

Khaleda Rashid
A Blueprint for Livable Housing

Khaleda Rashid
Bangladesh
1977, M.A.

Perhaps this is why her students don’t
forget her. Rashid encourages students to
consider the social, cultural and
economic dimensions of housing
and community facilities.
Years after completing their
degrees at Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (BUET), with
flourishing careers abroad, they’re still in touch.
When Rashid traveled to Australia for a
conference a few years ago, former students
arranged for a reunion with more than a dozen
Bangladeshi architects.

Trained as an architect, Rashid earned a
master’s degree in urban and regional planning at
the East-West Center in 1979. She worked for a
small architectural firm in Hawai‘i while her
husband completed his EWC studies, then
returned to Dhaka in 1981 to join the faculty at
BUET. Eventually Rashid was appointed chair of
the Department of Architecture and in 1999 the
first woman dean of a university in Bangladesh.

With a colleague, Rashid led a 12-year effort,
the Gender Equality Policy Group, to increase the
enrollment of women students in technical fields
at BUET. The number of women enrolled at the
university rose from less than 3 percent in 1992 to
more than 24 percent in 1994. The group also
submitted an action plan to remove barriers to the
employment of women technical professionals.
And she’s adviser to the recently established
Women Architects, Engineers and Planners
Association.

As honorary adviser of Bibi Khadeja Kalyan
Sangstha, a non-profit social welfare organization,
Rashid advocates for low-cost solutions, such as
sanitation measures, to improve living conditions
at squatter settlements in urban areas where the
poor can’t afford to own land.

Everything leads back to the classroom.
“I love teaching,” Rashid says. “I can discuss ideas
for hours, talk about the social problems we have
in our society, about values, lifestyles — and other
countries as well. If you don’t know the cause
of a problem,” she adds, “how can you find the
remedy?” �
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Dance, Carl Wolz believed, could
bring people together. Through
the course of his life as performer,
choreographer, teacher, scholar,

administrator and mentor, he did just that, creating
what he affectionately called his “global dance
family.”

Trained at Juilliard in Western traditions of
dance, he discovered the dances of Japan first,
then the rest of Asia, as a graduate student at the
East-West Center in the early 1960s. It didn’t take
long before he embraced the world of dance.

“He possessed the soul and sensitivity of an
artist, the mood and curiosity of an educator and

Carl Wolz
Creating a Global Dance Community (1932–2002)

Carl Wolz
United States
1962, M.A.
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the prodigious energy of youth,” a colleague noted
in a tribute upon his death in 2002. Over the 70
years of his life, he won numerous international
awards in an illustrious career.

Wolz was also a fine dancer — ever the
innovator. He choreographed works representing
astronauts in space and even danced on crutches.
His experiences at the Center formed an unshakable
belief in the unifying power of dance and a deep
appreciation for indigenous dance forms,
including the hula, which experienced a
renaissance in Hawai‘i in the 1970s.

Wolz spent 20 years on the faculty of the
University of Hawai‘i, founding its dance program
before leaving to become dean of dance at the
Hong Kong Academy for the Performing Arts.
He went on to teach in Tokyo and in 1988
achieved his vision of forming a World Dance
Alliance.

He served as executive director of the
association that created a community of artists —
not always the most collaborative individuals —
to share, learn and respect each other’s traditions
regionally and globally. A gentleman, he easily
befriended anyone he met. His hope of “celebrating
the variety, the depth and the beauty of human
difference through the art of dance” was an
extension of his own experiences as a young
dance student at the East-West Center. �
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