June 19th
Up the Yangtze (Chinese: 沿江而上; pinyin: yánjiāng érshàng; literally "Along the
River") is a 2007 documentary film directed by Chinese-Canadian director Yung Chang.
The film focuses on people affected by the building of the Three Gorges Dam across the
Yangtze river in Hubei, China. The theme of the film is the transition towards consumer
capitalism from a farming, peasant-based economy as China develops its rural areas. The
film is a co-production between the National Film Board of Canada and Montreal's
EyeSteelFilm with the participation of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, National
Geographic Channel, P.O.V., SODEC, and Telefilm. The film is being distributed in the
USA by Zeitgeist Films. The United Kingdom distributor is Dogwoof Pictures.
(From Wikipedia-accessed 6/14/12)

June 26th
Devils on the Doorstep (Chinese: 鬼子来了; Japanese: 鬼が来た!; pinyin: guǐzi láile
literally "the devils are coming") is a 2000 Chinese black comedy film produced and
directed by Jiang Wen, starring Jiang himself, Kagawa Teruyuki, Yuan Ding and Jiang
Hongbo. Shot in black and white to mimic old-time war movies, the film premiered at the
2000 Cannes Film Festival on 12 May and clinched the Grand Prix but was subsequently
banned in its home country.
Inspired by the novel Survival by You Fengwei, Devils on the Doorstep is set in the last
years of the Second Sino-Japanese War during World War II and tells the story of a
Chinese villager who is forced by a mysterious figure to take custody of two prisoners
from the Japanese Army (Teruyuki and Yuan). Fearing both the mystery man and the
Japanese, the village falls into a dilemma over what to do with the two prisoners.
Contrary to its title, Devils on the Doorstep is not at its core an anti-Japanese war film. In
Jiang's own words, the film shows how Chinese literature and film has perpetuated an
attitude of blaming the aggressor and casting the Chinese population as passive victims of
aggression. Jiang hopes that the film illuminates this common human psychological trait
of blaming others for disaster that goes beyond Chineseness.
(From Wikipedia- accessed 6/14/12)

