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Part I: Locating China



Where is China?

Geographical extent of the Ming (1368-1644) and 
Qing (1644-1911) dynasties



Who are the Chinese?

• Han Chinese – c. 
92% of population

• Other large groups 
include Tibetans, 
Mongols, Koreans, 
Miao, Tajik, Uigher, 
Polynesians



Methods of studying China
• Cold War / Vietnam War historiography:

– China “opened up” by West

– ruined by imperialism
– Communism = flawed / failed modernity

• Recent approaches: 
– Micro, macro-historical perspectives 

– Ethnic / gender diversity, cosmopolitanism 
– “Chinese colonialism,” “vernacular modernity”

– Communism = military victory
– Cultural, social, political continuities



Part I: Early Imperial Period
(Han Dynasty and after)



early “Chinese” societies

“Xia-Shang-Zhou Chronology Project,”
1996-2000: trying to find scholarly 
consensus on dating and attribution issues; 
largely fails



Pre-imperial kingdoms

• Feudal societies: land held by hereditary 
aristocrats, farmed by hereditary serfs

• Chariot warfare
• Ancestor cults 
• Philosophers guide kingly states (attract 

population, build wealth and power)



Qin rises in the West, conquers East. Eliminates feudal 

estates, allowing peasants to own land, in exchange for 

military service. State establishes bureaucratic control.

“The state was the 

emperor, along with his 

servants, and without him 

there could be no state.”

Mark Edward Lewis, The 

Early Chinese Empires: Qin 

and Han (2010)



Han (206 bce- 220 ce)
• Han first revives 

feudalism, then adopts 
Qin system, continues 
cult of emperor; maintains 
Qin capital in West

• After usurpation by Wang 
Mang, new rulers move 
capital east to Luoyang

• By 135 c.e., 
Confucianism is 
orthodoxy

Confucius Visits Laozi. Detail of a nineteenth-century woodblock copy of a stone 

relief from the Wu shrines in Jiaxiang county, Shandong province. 2nd century c.e.



War and taxation

• Pastoralist versus 
agriculturalists

• “use barbarians to 
control barbarians”

• Costs of war prompts 
nationalization of salt 
and iron monopolies

Xiongnu empire; Han coins and pottery figure of cavalryman. For 

more on early steppe empires, see (Nicola di Cosmo, Ancient 

China and its Enemies)



Fall of Han

• Daoist Yellow Turban 
Rebellion (184 AD) 

• “It is a general truism of 
this world that anything 
long divided will surely 
unite, and anything long 
united will surely divide.”
話說天下大勢，分久必合
，合久必分 (14th century 
novel Romance of the 
Three Kingdoms) Qing Dynasty depiction of the three blood-

brothers Liu Bei, Guan Yu, and Zhang Fei 

fighting the Yellow Turbans, part of the 

classic novel Romance of the Three Kingdoms



“Peach Blossom Spring”
桃花源记

• By Tao Qian (376-427)
• Fisherman loses his way 

and finds a hidden valley, 
where people are 
peaceful, well-provided 
for, and self-governing

• Often retold, referenced, 
depicted in paintings, etc.

Detail of “Peach Blossom Spring” handscroll by Shen Shichong, c. 1610 



Six Dynasties (220-581)

• Non-Han Chinese 
rulesr

• Buddhism & Daoism 
• Han Chinese 

settlement south of 
Yangzi

• Rise of landed gentry 
as economic, political, 
cultural force

Yungang Caves, built starting in 5th century 

during Northern Wei (386-584). Ethnically 

Tuoba rulers previously suppressed 

Buddhist monasteries; temple complex was 

constructed as amends.



Middle Period China

Sui, Tang, Song



Sixth century dynasties. Late in the 6th century, a short-lived consolidation was 

accomplished by Yang family, which established the Sui Dynasty; this soon 

overthrown by aristocratic, Tuoba Li family, who establish the Tang





Tang Dynasty (618-907 CE)
• Largest empire before 18th c. Qing

• Still revered for cosmopolitanism, literature

“Pleasures of the Tang Court,” c. 8th c. original



Silk Roads
• Trade routes linking 

Mediterranean and 
Central Asian economies 
with China, Northeast 
Asia

9th c. image of Silk Road travelers, Dunhuang 



Conquest of the East
• After 587, network of 

public waterways 
connect Yellow and 
Yangtze Rivers

• By 608, canal system 
reached Beijing area



Economic shifts

The gated wards of the Tang capital city, Chang’an, near present-day 

Xi’an. Red denotes markets; green denotes the huangcheng or imperial 

city, where officials worked

• Trade escapes walled 
markets

• Rice-growing regions 
south of Yangzi 
(Jiangnan) become 
wealthy, commercialized

• Maritime commerce 
grows with Japan, Korea, 
Southeast Asia, India & 
Persian Gulf



Tang Women
• Power of imperial 

consorts, autonomy 
of female artists and 
courtesans

• Wu Zhao (624-705) 
ruled own dynasty for 
almost twenty years; 
reviled by 
Confucians, but able 
and effective leader

Tang women drinking tea, playing music



Northern Song (960-1127)

• Bureaucratic, 
activist empire

• Use of civil 
examination 
system to select 
officials

Song Taizu, founding emperor of the dynasty, dressed as a Confucian scholar



Neo-Confucianism

Confucius presenting the young Gautama Buddha to Laozi 

• Consensus: Tang 
destroyed by foreign 
influence, lapse of 
Confucian values, 
hedonism, powerful 
women, militarization

• Movement to purify, 
invigorate the canon

• “This culture of ours”
elevated over Daoism or 
Buddhism…

• …while borrowing heavily 
from both traditions 

B1
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B1 http://everyhistory.org/7-confucianism1.html
B404, 7/13/2012



Print culture
• Woodblock print technologies by 10th

century

Song woodblock 

edition of the 

Lotus Sutra; 

printing blocks



Significance of the institution
• In theory, social 

mobility
• But only a few 

hundred successful 
candidates a year—a 
few thousand officials 
governed population 
of 30 million 

• Acceptance of state-
promoted values by 
local elites

Man peeking from within examination cell, 

photo James Ricalton, c. 1900. During the 

Qing, only 1 in 10,000 county-level 

candidates earned national degree. 



Unlike Tang Chang’an, Song Kaifeng had no curfew; shops and workshops set up all over 

the city on important streets, not separated into wards; heavily commercialized 

economy with highly specialized industries, sophisticated handicrafts and national 

markets; monetary economy; government revenues increasingly derived from tax on 

trade, not land / agriculture. Detail from "Riverside Scene at Qingming Festival" by 

Northern Song painter Zhang Zeduan (Ming copy)

“Going upriver at the Qingming Festival”



Night Revels of Han Xizai

Court painter Gu Hongzhong (937-975) was assigned by emperor to document bawdy parties 

held by official Han Xizai. 12th century copy, collection Palace Museum, Beijing. 

Jacques Gernet, Daily Life in China on the Eve of the Mongol Invasion, 1250-1276



Southern Song (1127-1279) and Jin 
(1115–1234)

• Northern Song falls to 
invading Jurchen 
conquerors, court 
flees south



Late Imperial China

Yuan, Ming, Qing



Yuan (1271-1368)
• Mongols discriminate 

against Han Chinese, 
but revive key aspects 
of Song system 
(taxation, examinations)

• Promote Neo-
Confucianism

• Impoverishment as a 
result of protracted 
warfare

Genghis Khan, conqueror of the world



Ming (1308-1644)
• Peasant rebellion 

against the Mongols 
led by Daoist adept

• Vast bureaucracy, 
sophisticated taxation 
system

• Examination system 
feeds gentry 
ambitions; Neo-
Confucian texts 
orthodox

Founder of the Ming Dynasty, Zhu Yuanzhong or Hongwu Emperor



Zheng He’s voyages (1405-1444)
• 7 voyages for 

diplomacy, trade
• “treasure ships”

carried porcelain, 
silk, lacquer for 
export

• Voyages ceased 
as domestic trade 
& politics 
stabilized

Zheng He at prow; wondrous animals 

brought back from Madagascar



Ming & the West
• 1607: Matteo Ricci and 

Xu Guangqi translate 
parts of Euclid's 
Elements into Chinese

• Enlightenment 
philAosophers looked to 
China as inspiration for 
humanist government

• Chinoiserie: craze for 
Chinese art and design



Ming economic growth
• New World crops (tobacco, 

cotton, indigo, sugar-cane, 
vegetable oils) 

• Maritime trade, coastal 
urbanization

• Ming economy: 30% of 
global GDP

• Government permitted silver 
as currency, imported from 
Japan, Americas

Ming iron workers: puddling (left); blast 

furnace (right). Industrialization led to 

highly specialized wage-labor sectors in 

weaving, porcelain, metallurgy 



Elite women often highly 
literate, accomplished poets, 
painters. This portrait by Ye 
Yanlan, “Small Portrait of 
Lady Luo Jinghong at 17,”
1870, was of his young 
concubine (secondary wife)



Trade and instability

• Silver influx like 
printing paper money

• Inflation, devaluing of 
currency 

• 17th century European 
wars led to instability 
of silver inflows, 
shocks to economy

• Increased taxation 
took more silver out of 
economy, 
encouraged 
hoarding… without 
silver to pay military, 
Ming lost ability to 
maintain northern 
boarders



Qing (1644-1911)

Armies of the Manchu khan Nurhaci (1558-1626) capture Liaoyang (1621). 

The rise of a Manchu state, aided by Confucian counselors, meant that a 

well-equipped and highly organized military force was poised on the 

northern borders just as Beijing was sacked by an upstart Ming official and 

the last Ming emperor committed suicide. 



Ruling a vast empire

The Qianlong Emperor as the Bodhisattva Mañjuśrī, as a 
European aristocrat, and as a conquering military leader



First Opium War, 1839-1942

British attempt to 
balance trade with 
opium; Chinese 
resistance leads to 
armed conflict

Treaty of Nanjing is 
symbolic of unequal 
treaties



Old Summer Palace 
(destroyed 1868 by foreign troops)



Internal Rebellion (Taiping, Nian 
Rebellions, Boxers)



The last “emperor”
• Empress Dowager 

Cixi, widow of 
Xianfeng Emperor, 
reigned 1861-1908

• Known for 
conservatism, anti-
foreign attitudes



Qing officials surrendering to Japanese naval officers, First Sino-Japanese 
War, 1895

First war with Japan, 1894-95



“Semi-colonialism”
1895 war: Taiwan 
ceded to Japan; Korea 
soon becomes 
Japanese colony



Austria-Hungary 

(teal green)

Italy (bright 

green)

Russia (orange)

Belgium (purple)

Japan (violet)

France (pink)

United Kingdom 

(grey)

Germany (red)

Tianjin, 1930’s – foreign concessions



Modernizing within tradition

• “Wealthy nation, 
strong military”

“Enlightened” (literate) woman 
reading at Beijing bookstore, c. 1913



End of the imperial era, 1912

Nanjing Road, Shanghai, showing new revolutionary “Five Races” flag



“Never Forget National 
Humiliation”



China in the Modern Period



Western presence in Beijing

Yenching University (now Beijing University), c. 1920’s



Nanjing Road, after 1932



Nanjing Road, 2009



Could the center hold? Should it?

• 1911: independence 
declared in Fujian, 
Guangdong, Shandong, 
Ningxia, Sichuan, 
Mongolia, Tibet

• Revolutionary leaders 
emphasize unity of “Han 
races”

Sun Yatsen in 1912, under crossed “Five 
Races Under One Union” flag and the 
earlier revolutionary Blue Sky with White 
Sun flag 



Japanese colonialism
• 1895 war: Taiwan 

ceded to Japan; 
Korea soon becomes 
Japanese colony

• 1919: 21 Demands
• Spur Chinese 

nationalists, political 
reformers

HD1
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HD1 GROUP I
The Japanese Government and the Chinese Government, being desirous to maintain the general peace in the Far East and to 
strengthen the relations of amity and good neighbourhood existing between the two countries, agree to the following articles:
Article 1
The Chinese Government engage to give full assent to all matters that the Japanese Government may hereafter agree with the German
Government respecting the disposition of all the rights, interests and concessions, which, in virtue of treaties or otherwise, Germany 
possesses vis-à-vis China in relation to the province of Shantung.
Article 2
The Chinese Government engage that, within the province of Shantung or along its coast, no territory or island will be ceded or leased 
to any other Power, under any pretext whatever.
Article 3
The Chinese Government agree to Japan's building a railway connecting Chefoo or Lungkow with the Kiaochou Tsinanfu Railway.
Article 4
The Chinese Government engage to open of their own accord, as soon as possible, certain important cities and towns in the Province of
Shantung for the residence and commerce of foreigners. The places to be so opened shall be decided upon in a separate agreement.

GROUP II

The Japanese Government and the Chinese Government, in view of the fact that the Chinese Government has always recognized the 
predominant position of Japan in South Manchuria and Eastern Inner Mongolia, agree to the following articles:

Article 1

The two contracting Parties mutually agree that the term of the lease of Port Arthur and Dairen and the term respecting the South 
Manchuria Railway and the Antung-Mukden Railway shall be extended to a further period of 99 years respectively.

Article 2

The Japanese subjects shall be permitted in South Manchuria and Eastern Inner Mongolia to lease or own land required either for 
erecting buildings for various commercial and industrial uses or for farming.

Article 3

The Japanese subjects shall have liberty to enter, reside, and travel in South Manchuria and Eastern Inner Mongolia, and to carry on 
business of various kinds commercial, industrial, and otherwise.

Article 4

The Chinese Government grant to the Japanese subjects the right of mining in South Manchuria and Eastern Inner Mongolia. As 
regards the mines to be worked, they shall be decided upon in a separate agreement.
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Article 5

The Chinese Government agree that the consent of the Japanese Government shall be obtained in advance:

(1) whenever it is proposed to grant to other nationals the right of constructing a railway or to obtain from other nationals the supply of
funds for constructing a railway in South Manchuria and Eastern Inner Mongolia, and (2) whenever a loan is to be made with any other 
Power, under security of the taxes of South Manchuria and Eastern Inner Mongolia.

Article 6

The Chinese Government engage that whenever the Chinese Government need the service of political, financial, or military advisers or 
instructors in South Manchuria or in Eastern Inner Mongolia, Japan shall first be consulted.

Article 7

The Chinese Government agree that the control and management of the Kirin-Chungchun Railway shall be hand- ed over to Japan for a
term of 99 years dating from the signing of this treaty.

GROUP III

The Japanese Government and the Chinese Government, having regard to the close relations existing between Japanese capitalists and
the Han-Yeh-Ping Company and desiring to promote the common interests of the two nations, agree to the following articles:

Article 1

The two Contracting Parties mutually agree that when the opportune moment arrives the Han-Yeh-Ping Company shall be made a joint 
concern of the two nations, and that, without the consent of the Japanese Government, the Chinese Government shall not dispose or 
permit the Company to dispose of any right or property of the Company.

Article 2

The Chinese Government engage that, as a necessary measure for protection of the invested interests of Japanese capitalists, no mines
in the neighbourhood of those owned by the Han-Yeh-Ping Company shall be permitted, without the consent of the said Company, to 
be worked by anyone other than the Said Company; and further that whenever it is proposed to take any other measure which may 
likely affect the interests of the said Company directly or indirectly, the consent of the said Company shall first be obtained.

GROUP IV

The Japanese Government and the Chinese Government, with the object of effectively preserving the territorial integrity of China, 
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agree to the following article: The Chinese Government engage not to cede or lease to any other Power any harbour or bay on or any 
island along the coast of China.

GROUP V

Article 1

The Chinese Central Government to engage influential Japanese as political, financial, and military advisers;

Article 2

The Chinese Government to grant the Japanese hospitals, temples, and schools in the interior of China the right to own land;

Article 3

In the face of many police disputes which have hitherto arisen between Japan and China, causing no little annoyance the police in 
localities (in China), where such arrangement: are necessary, to be placed under joint Japanese and Chinese administration, or 
Japanese to be employed in police office in such localities, so as to help at the same time the improvement of the Chinese Police 
Service;

Article 4

China to obtain from Japan supply of a certain quantity of arms, or to establish an arsenal in China under joint Japanese and Chinese 
management and to be supplied with experts and materials from Japan;

Article 5

In order to help the development of the Nanchang-Kiukiang Railway, with which Japanese capitalists are so closely identified, and with 
due regard to the negotiations which have been pending between Japan and China in relation to the railway question in South China, 
China to agree to give to Japan the right of constructing a railway to connect Wuchang with the Kiukiang-Nanchang and Hangchou and 
between Nanchang and Chaochou;

Article 6

In view of the relations between the Province of Fukien and Formosa and of the agreement respecting the non-alienation of that 
province, Japan to be consulted first when- ever foreign capital is needed in connection with the railways, mines, and harbour works 
(including dockyards) in the Province of Fukien;

Article 7
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China to grant to Japanese subjects the right of preaching in China.

Japanese Ultimatum to China, 7 May 1915

The reason why the Imperial Government opened the present negotiations with the Chinese Government is first to endeavour to 
dispose of the complications arising out of the war between Japan and China, and secondly to attempt to solve those various questions 
which are detrimental to the intimate relations of China and Japan with a view to solidifying the foundation of cordial friendship 
subsisting between the two countries to the end that the peace of the Far East may be effectually and permanently preserved.

With this object in view, definite proposals were presented to the Chinese Government in January of this year, and up to today as many
as twenty-five conferences have been held with the Chinese Government in perfect sincerity and frankness.

In the course of negotiations the Imperial Government have consistently explained the aims and objects of the proposals in a 
conciliatory spirit, while on the other hand the proposals of the Chinese Government, whether important or unimportant, have been 
attended to without any reserve.

It may be stated with confidence that no effort has been spared to arrive at a satisfactory and amicable settlement of those questions.

The discussion of the entire corpus of the proposals was practically at an end at the twenty-fourth conference; that is on the 17th of 
the last month.

The Imperial Government, taking a broad view of the negotiation and in consideration of the points raised by the Chinese Government, 
modified the original proposals with considerable concessions and presented to the Chinese Government on the 26th of the same 
month the revised proposals for agreement, and at the same time it was offered that, on the acceptance of the revised proposals, the 
Imperial Government would, at a suitable opportunity, restore, with fair and proper conditions, to the Chinese Government the 
Kiaochow territory, in the acquisition of which the Imperial Government had made a great sacrifice.

On the first of May, the Chinese Government delivered the reply to the revised proposals of the Japanese Government, which is 
contrary to the expectations of the Imperial Government.  The Chinese Government not only did not give a careful consideration to the 
revised proposals but even with regard to the offer of the Japanese Government to restore Kiaochow to the Chinese Government the 
latter did not manifest the least appreciation for Japan's good will and difficulties.

From the commercial and military point of view Kiaochow is an important place, in the acquisition of which the Japanese Empire 
sacrificed much blood and money, and, after the acquisition the Empire incurs no obligation to restore it to China.

But with the object of increasing the future friendly relations of the two countries, they went to the extent of proposing its restoration, 
yet to her great regret, the Chinese Government did not take into consideration the good intention of Japan and manifest appreciation 
of her difficulties.

Furthermore, the Chinese Government not only ignored the friendly feelings of the Imperial Government in offering the restoration of 
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Kiaochow Bay, but also in replying to the revised proposals they even demanded its unconditional restoration; and again China 
demanded that Japan should bear the responsibility of paying indemnity for all the unavoidable losses and damages resulting from 
Japan's military operations at Kiaochow; and still further in connection with the territory of Kiaochow China advanced other demands 
and declared that she has the right of participation at the future peace conference to be held between Japan and Germany.

Although China is fully aware that the unconditional restoration of Kiaochow and Japan's responsibility of indemnification for the 
unavoidable losses and damages can never be tolerated by Japan, yet she purposely advanced these demands and declared that this 
reply was final and decisive.

Since Japan could not tolerate such demands the settlement of the other questions, however compromising it may be, would not be to 
her interest.  The consequence is that the present reply of the Chinese Government is, on the whole, vague and meaningless.

Furthermore, in the reply of the Chinese Government to the other proposals in the revised list of the Imperial Government, such as 
South Manchuria and Eastern Inner Mongolia, where Japan particularly has geographical, commercial, industrial and strategic relations, 
as recognized by all nations, and made more remarkable in consequence of the two wars in which Japan was engaged, the Chinese 
Government overlooks these facts and does not respect Japan's position in that place.

The Chinese Government even freely altered those articles which the Imperial Government, in a compromising spirit, have formulated 
in accordance with the statement of the Chinese Representatives, thereby making the statements of the Representatives an empty 
talk; and on seeing them conceding with the one hand and withholding with the other it is very difficult to attribute faithfulness and 
sincerity to the Chinese authorities.

As regards the articles relating to the employment of advisers, the establishment of schools and hospitals, the supply of arms and 
ammunition and the establishment of arsenals and railway concessions in South China in the revised proposals, they were either 
proposed with the proviso that the consent of the Power concerned must be obtained, or they are merely to be recorded in the minutes
in accordance with the statements of the Chinese delegates, and thus they are not in the least in conflict either with Chinese 
sovereignty or her treaties with the Foreign Powers, yet the Chinese Government in their reply to the proposals, alleging that these 
proposals are incompatible with their sovereign rights and treaties with Foreign Powers, defeat the expectations of the Imperial 
Government.

However, in spite of such attitude of the Chinese Government, the Imperial Government, though regretting to see that there is no room
for further negotiations, yet warmly attached to the preservation of the peace of the Far East, is still hoping for a satisfactory 
settlement in order to avoid the disturbance of the relations.

So in spite of the circumstances which admitted no patience, they have reconsidered the feelings of the Government of their 
neighbouring country and, with the exception of the article relating to Fukien which is to be the subject of an exchange of notes as has 
already been agreed upon by the Representatives of both nations, will undertake to detach the Group V from the present negotiations 
and discuss it separately in the future.

Therefore, the Chinese Government should appreciate the friendly feelings of the Imperial Government by immediately accepting 
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without any alteration all the articles of Groups I, II, III, and IV and the exchange of notes in connection with Fukien province in Group 
V as contained in the revised proposals presented on the 26th of April.

The Imperial Government hereby again offer their advice and hope that the Chinese Government, upon this advice, will give a 
satisfactory reply by 6 o'clock P.M. on the 9th day of May.  It is hereby declared that if no satisfactory reply is received before or at the 
specified time, the Imperial Government will take steps they may deem necessary.

Explanatory Note

Accompanying Ultimatum delivered to the Minister of Foreign Affairs by the Japanese Minister, May 7th, 1915.

1. With the exception of the question of Fukien to be arranged by an exchange of notes, the five articles postponed for later 
negotiation refer to (a) the employment of advisers, (b) the establishment of schools and hospitals, (c) the railway concessions in South
China, (d) the supply of arms and ammunition and the establishment of arsenals and (e) right of missionary propaganda.

2. The acceptance by the Chinese Government of the article relating to Fukien may be either in the form as proposed by the Japanese 
Minister on the 26th of April or in that contained in the Reply of the Chinese Government of May 1st.  Although the Ultimatum calls for 
the immediate acceptance by China of the modified proposals presented on April 26th, without alteration, but it should be noted that it 
merely states the principle and does not apply to this article and articles 4 and 5 of this note.

3. If the Chinese Government accept all the articles as demanded in the Ultimatum the offer of the Japanese Government to restore 
Kiaochow to China, made on the 26th of April, will still hold good.

4. Article 2 of Group II relating to the lease or purchase of land, the terms "lease" and "purchase" may be replaced by the terms 
"temporary lease" and "perpetual lease" or "lease on consultation," which means a long-term lease with its unconditional renewal.

Article IV of Group II relating to the approval of police laws and ordinances and local taxes by the Japanese Council may form the 
subject of a secret agreement.

5. The phrase "to consult with the Japanese Government" in connection with questions of pledging the local taxes for raising loans and 
the loans for the construction of railways, in Eastern Inner Mongolia, which is similar to the agreement in Manchuria relating to the 
matters of the same kind, may be replaced by the phrase "to consult with the Japanese capitalists."

The article relating to the opening of trade marts in Eastern Inner Mongolia in respect to location and regulations, may, following their 
precedent set in Shantung, be the subject of an exchange of notes.

6. From the phrase "those interested in the Company" in Group III of the revised list of demands, the words "those interested in" may 
be deleted.

7. The Japanese version of the Formal Agreement and its annexes shall be the official text or both the Chinese and Japanese shall be 
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the official texts.

Chinese Reply to Japanese Ultimatum, 8 May 1915

On the 7th of this month, at three o'clock P.M., the Chinese Government received an Ultimatum from the Japanese Government 
together with an Explanatory Note of seven articles.

The Ultimatum concluded with the hope that the Chinese Government by six o'clock P.M. on the 9th of May will give a satisfactory 
reply, and it is hereby declared that if no satisfactory reply is received before or at the specified time, the Japanese Government will 
take steps she may deem necessary.

The Chinese Government with a view to preserving the peace of the Far East hereby accepts, with the exception of those five articles 
of Group V postponed for later negotiations, all the articles of Groups I, II, III, and IV and the exchange of notes in connection with 
Fukien Province in Group V as contained in the revised proposals presented on the 26th of April, and in accordance with the 
Explanatory Note of seven articles accompanying the Ultimatum of the Japanese Government with the hope that thereby all the 
outstanding questions are settled, so that the cordial relationship between the two countries may be further consolidated.

The Japanese Minister is hereby requested to appoint a day to call at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to make the literary improvement 
of the text and sign the Agreement as soon as possible.
History Department, 4/24/2008



Student activism

Protesting the Treaty of Versailles and the rise of Japanese 
imperialism, national weakness, Beijing, 1919



New Culture Movement

• Anti-Confucian 
• Changing values 

place the 
individual at heart 
of political and 
social activity

Ling Long magazine, early 1930’s



Founding of the CCP, May 1921

• Marxism opposes 
imperialism, social 
inequalities

Chen Duxiu, first Chairman 
and General Secretary of the 
CCP, with Hu Shi



Nationalist Government 
(1928-1949)

• Chiang Kai-shek 
leads Nationalist 

Party, unifies 

country 

• Attacks 

Communists

• After 1949, in power 

in Taiwan

Shanghai Bund, c. 1930’s



Foreign battleships in Shanghai



Japanese ambitions in Manchuria



Battle of Tai’erzhuang 
(right), 1938

Battle of Shanghai 
(above) and Rape of 

Nanking, 1937-1938

War with Japan, 1937-1945



Chiang Kai-shek’s 
wartime capital, Chongqing

Mao’s wartime 
base, Yan’an



Eighth Route Army defending a position along the Great Wall



Peasants bring food to CCP troops



Civil War, 1945-1949



Part II: Mao’s China and After



Interpretations of Mao

• Success as a guerilla leader, 
terrible mistakes once in 

power

• Support from Soviets placed 

him in power; as Sino-Soviet 

friendship cooled, he lost 
authority

February 7, 1949 – “The Communist 
Boss learned tyranny as a boy,” but 
also “民主统一” or “democratic 
unification”



Zhang Hongtu, “Last Banquet,” 1989

“Last Banquet satirizes the CCP deification of Mao Zedong and the sanctity of
Mao's ideological scriptures. The irony of Mao's ideological rigidity, centered around 
his published writings and his "Little Red Book," was an all-Mao-all-the-time 
conformity in which Mao worshipped Mao and, in a self-initiated fall from grace, Mao 
betrayed Mao. In 1990, responding to the Tiananmen massacre, a senatorial group 
sponsored an exhibition in the Russell Rotunda of the United States capitol, to 
which Zhang Hongtu submitted his Last Banquet. The irony of ironies, then, came 
when the liberal senator from Massachusetts, Edward Kennedy, barred the 
inclusion of this work as sacrilegious. With this, Zhang had come full circle, 
censored at an American exhibition protesting censorship in China.” (Jerome 
Silbergeld)



The structure of the regime

• Party, government, army

• Party takes precedence

Meeting of the National People’s Congress

Large star is the Party; four small stars represent 
the “people” (classes or races). Other symbols: grain 
(peasants); cog (workers); Tiananmen 



Founding principals of Maoism

• Command economy
• Emphasis on 

collectivization
• Rural life idolized, but 

urban life given far more 
resources



The hukou and the danwei

• Hukou: official 
permission for urban 
residency

• Danwei: work unit
• Employer and 

government in one 
institution



Great Leap Forward 
(1958-1960)

• Extreme collectivization 
of land and labor

• Total death from 
starvation perhaps 20 
million



Mao’s power wanes

• 1959: defense 

minister, Peng 
Dehuai, criticizes 

Leap; removed 

from post

• Liu Shaoqi and 

Deng Xiaoping take 
control

• Pragmatic focus on 
growth, autonomy 

in planning, 

consumerism

Liu Shaoqi, Zhou Enlai, Deng Xiaoping



Cultural Revolution 
(1966-1976)

• Leaders agree to 
combat corruption

• Work teams sent to 
schools and factories 
to restructuring

• Mao seizes moment 
to return to power

• Turns “restructuring”
into revolution



Politics at the grassroots

• Destroy bourgeois and 
feudal culture

• Eliminate enemies of Mao



Drastic consequences
• Destruction of 

China’s 
educational, 
cultural, 
economic 
infrastructure

• Death, injury, 
and injustice to 
millions of people

• Chaos within 
China’s political 
structure



Verdict on Mao

• Official verdict: 70% 
correct, 30% errors

• Mao would be 
discredited even 
further, if Party had 
legitimacy without 
legacy of nationalist 
hero



Successor: Deng Xiaoping

• Pragmatic and focused 
on growth

• “Four Modernizations”
• Created “special 

economic zones” like 
Shenzhen

Deng Xiaoping c. 1978



Shenzhen fields, early 1980’s



Shenzhen village, early 1980’s



Shenzhen today



“We want to be masters of our own destiny. We need no gods or emperors. 
We do not believe in the existence of any savior. We want to be masters of 
the world and not instruments used by autocrats to carry out their wild 
ambitions. We want a modern lifestyle and democracy for the people. 
Freedom and happiness are our sole objectives in accomplishing 
modernization. Without this fifth modernization all others are merely another 
promise.” Wei Jingsheng, “Fifth Modernization” wall poster, 1978

The “fifth modernization”?



Village elections

• Direct elections for 
village councils 

• Police appointed by 
higher authorities

• Problems include  
corruption, limited 
authority for elected 
officials



Tiananmen Square, 1989

• Demands for freedom 
of association & press

• Consequences of 
Tiananmen Square: 
defeat of many 
political progressives; 
more emphasis on 
development, support 
for entrepreneurs



If not liberalization, then what?
• Large-scale, top-down growth

• Economic, social development

• Science and technology

• Political reform low priority



Confucian revival?
• Confucianism now 

symbol of cultural 
values—harmony, 
self-improvement

Left: Confucius 
statue, briefly in 
front of National 
Museum, Beijing



Seeking international prestige

2008 Olympics, Beijing



Weakening central government?

• “Iron rice bowl”
eliminated, social 
services vastly 
reduced

• Government 
control over 
economy 
continues

Walking by a closed social services office, Beijing, 
February 17, 2011 



Political pranksters: Ai Weiwei, 
internationally praised artist and 
political provocateur

The internet and political debate
草泥马当中央



Concluding thoughts…

• Cold War / Vietnam War historiography:
– China “opened up” by West

– ruined by imperialism
– Communism = flawed / failed modernity

• Recent approaches: 
– Micro, macro-historical perspectives

– Ethnic / gender diversity, cosmopolitanism 
– “Chinese colonialism,” “vernacular modernity”

– Communism = military victory
– Cultural, social, political continuities



• Legacies of imperialism, loss of national 
sovereignty still rankle

• Government system is contradictory: great 
freedoms, brutal limits 

• China is struggling with same issues as 
rest of world: growth & social change, 
economic & environmental problems

https://www.facebook.com/ModChinHist


