
 Instructor: Dr. Micheline M. Soong       Mailbox: 1188 Fort St. (MP 441) Faculty Support Center   
Office: 1060 Bishop (LB) Suite 507        OfficeTel/VoiceMail: 544-0809   
Office hours: MTuW 9:00AM-10:00AM and by appointment.                               E-mail: msoong@hpu.edu 
 

HAWAI‘I PACIFIC UNIVERSITY--FALL 2011   
ENGLISH 3135A: JAPANESE LITERATURE 

Term:  Fall 2011 (6 September – 18 December) 
Meeting Time/ Location: (T/TH) 2:05PM—3:30PM (MP 410) 1188 Fort St., Model Progress Bldg, Room # 410 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
ENG 3135  introduces students to the concepts central to HPU’s English Studies Program by examining textual production 
and analysis in four very different ways—texts in history, texts and culture, textual theories, and textual practices —with 
greater emphasis on texts in history and texts and culture. For English majors, this course fulfills a Texts in History 
requirement.  
The course provides a solid grounding in the historical development of Japanese Literature from the Yamato era up through 
the 21st century. Narrative forms examined may include classical forms such as the tale, diary, historical narrative, 
monogatari, zuihitsu, and modern forms of short stories, novels and drama. Special focus will be on the social and intellectual 
milieu that shaped Japanese writers and their literary works as Japan faced political and economic pressures to open itself to 
Western values and notions of modernity.  
 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

1. Students will be able to analyze the readings on three levels of reading comprehension: Level I: Literal meaning based on story 
details; Level II: Subtextual and implied meaning based on details; and Level III: Thematic meaning and significance.  

2. Students will be knowledgeable about the traditional literary antecedents of modern narrative fiction (short story and 
novels): tale, diary, historical narrative, monogatari, and zuihitsu (essay).  

3. Students will construct a literary timeline of prominent modern Japanese narrative fiction writers, and be able to fill in 
basic biographical information on each author.  

4. Students will be able to, on the basis of some independent research, engage in a close reading of a literary text and articulate a 
clear personal and intellectual response to the content and contexts in which the text is produced.  

 
COURSE PRE-REQUISITE and OTHER REQUIREMENTS: 
Course pre-requisite: : WRI 1200 and either WRI 1150 or any 2000-level ENG or LIT course.  
Minimum language proficiency: It is expected that students have acquired proficiency in the English language and have met the 
learning outcomes of WRI 1100/1150 and WRI 1200. Specifically, students are expected to be able to write grammatical 
sentences, coherent paragraphs, and to organize them into a 10-15 pages, 3500-5250 words, analytical paper, demonstrating 
correct choice of academic vocabulary and register, and apply mechanics correctly, along with the correct use of MLA formatting 
when citing researched sources. Lack of such proficiency will greatly affect your ability to succeed in ENG 3135A—if you need 
help, please make use of a grammar handbook and/or seek regular tutoring from the HPU English Department Writing Mentors in 
order to improve. Please contact Professor Angela Gili at agili@hpu.edu if you are interested in making an appointment with an 
EDWM.  
HPU Campus Pipeline account: Please acquire and use your Pipeline e-mail account for disseminated course-related 
information, so that we can be in communication. You can forward Campus Pipeline e-mail account to an e-mail that you check 
regularly. [username@my.hpu.edu] 
Internet Access and use of a computer and printer: You must have access to Internet connection and to a computer and 
printer for drafting, revising, and printing out of your papers. On-campus access is available at the library and computer lab, but 
be aware of time limits and heavy use during mid-terms and exam time. Students must create an HPU WiFi account and 
password to be able to access any on-campus computer. 

 
REQUIRED COURSE TEXTS:  
Please note that this required textbook will not be available for purchase at the HPU Bookstore. Please locate and purchase 
this textbook before the course commences:  
   
Classical Japanese Prose: An Anthology compiled and edited by Helen Craig McCullough. (Stanford U Press 1990).   
 
All other course reading materials (that include hard copy, scanned documents or pdf files on Blackboard, or URL links of 
excerpts of primary sources, secondary research articles, or texts on reserve at Meader Library for ENG 3135A) are to be 
provided by the professor.   
   
 
 
 



COURSE FOCUS 
The instructor places greater emphasis on each student’s learning process and growth while in this course than on the 
content or amount of previous knowledge a student brings to the class. This means that no matter what has been learned 
before regarding the readings covered, in order to satisfactorily pass this course, each student is expected to take 
responsibility for how and what they learn in this course by attending all class sessions, completing all assignments, and by 
being an active participant in each class.  
 
Since much of the learning process builds incrementally upon what a student experiences in the class, missing any class in 
the sequence seriously disrupts what can be learned in the following classes. Therefore, regular and punctual attendance is 
a strict requirement. Students are expected to do all of the reading assigned, to read carefully and critically, and be prepared 
to discuss all readings when they get to class. Student participation in this course includes: all in-class activities and 
assignments, discussions and presentations, reading homework, outside research, written assignments, and test preparation.  
 
Class discussion and participation will form an integral part of the course, and students will be expected to develop the ability 
to take accurate and detailed notes of key course concepts and class discussion, to ask significant questions, to think logically 
and critically, and to express their ideas in a logically concise manner.  
 
COURSE POLICIES  
Attendance and Punctuality   

• Punctual attendance is mandatory. You will be marked absent if you are more than 15 minutes tardy.   
• You may fail the course with 7 or more absences (±25% out of total class time—27 meetings).   
• Contact the instructor with legitimate concerns PRIOR to the class meeting you will miss. 
• It is your responsibility to ask for materials or information of what was covered from classmates and professor.  

Due Dates/Late Work  
• Contact the instructor with legitimate concerns no later than one class period PRIOR to the due date.   
• Assignments are due at the beginning of the class period unless otherwise stipulated.   
• All assignments need to be handed in to professor in hardcopy. Assignments sent in by e-mail may determine 

the date you turned in an assignment, but they will not count as a handed-in assignment.  
• Late assignments may not be accepted, at the discretion of the professor.  
• Any late assignment will receive a minimum 10% penalty for each day late. 

Classroom Etiquette   
• Please turn off ringers for cell phones before entering class, so as not to interrupt class.  
• If you are expecting an emergency call, notify the instructor before class, and put your cell phone on vibrate so you 

can leave quietly when you get the call.  THIS IS FOR EMERGENCY CALLS ONLY . Do not expect to take 
calls during class time. 

• Please refrain from checking your cell phone or electronic hand-held devices for messages during class time.  
• Use of laptops during class is restricted to note-taking or research directly related to course content.   
• During examinations, you are asked to keep your cell phones and other electronic devices in your purse or backpack. 
• Treat the professor and classmates as you would want to be treated: listening with respect, using appropriate 

language, keeping your mind open to others’ ideas, trying to avoid pre-judging opinions that differ from your own. 
• If you have questions about your own grade, please make arrangements to speak with the instructor before, after 

class, or during office hours, or by telephone or e-mail. This is to respect each student’s privacy. 
Missed Tests, Quizzes, or Presentations There are NO MAKE -UPS for students who miss or are late for tests, quizzes, and 
presentations.  The following situations require documentation for the instructor to consider an exception: 

• death of relative or close friend: a letter from of member of the clergy or a mortuary on official letterhead 
• catastrophic illness and hospitalization: a letter from a physician stating why it would be life-threatening for you to be in class 
• emergency dental work: a letter from the dentist explaining why the treatment performed was an emergency 
• car accident: a copy of the police report which includes your name 

THE FOLLOWING ARE NOT  VALID EXCUSES FOR MISSING A TEST , QUIZ , OR PRESENTATION:
• oversleeping •  airline reservation 
• the bus was late/there was traffic 
• doctor or dentist appointment 

• work conflict 
• misunderstanding the syllabus and course schedule 

 
Academic Honesty  I vigorously enforce the HPU Academic Honesty Policy. Students may receive an F for the 
course for recycling a previously graded paper or plagiarizing any portion of a written assignment. Please refer to 
the HPU Academic Honesty Policy at the following link under IMPORTANT LINKS below.  
HPU Athletes  Athletes must provide instructor with a copy of the official game schedule AND written documentation 
signed by the team’s coach of the time you should be excused from class. You will not be excused from a day class for an 
evening game. It is your responsibility to make an appointment to speak with the instructor no later than one class period 
PRIOR to being absent from class to arrange for make-up work, and to conscientiously meet the alternative make-up work 
schedule. 
 



COURSE GRADE/ASSESSMENT 
Class attendance/participation/preparation (10%) This grade is determined by the fulfillment of the following: a) attend all 
classes; b) complete all assigned readings and homework questions; c) prepare for and contribute to class discussions; d) be a 
responsive and active member of the class; e) adhere to classroom etiquette rules. 
Literary Analysis Research Paper (40%) One major research paper for the course: 10-15 pp. (3500-5250 word) (details provided 
in class).  
Analysis and Research Assignments and Class Presentations (40%) This grade includes student research and class presentation 
of material.  Students are responsible for preparing the historical and literary background research, literary analysis, presenting 
their findings to the class, and leading discussion on readings from the text.  
Final Exam (10%) Final examination is comprised of the student creating a timeline of all of the writers encountered in the class 
(details provided in class). 
 
After points are totaled and a percentage calculated, letter grades will be assigned according to the following scale: 
 A  =93-100%= 4.0 grade pts.  B+=87-89%= 3.3  C+=77-79%= 2.3  D+=67-69%=1.3   
 A- =90-92% = 3.7  B  =83-86%= 3.0  C  =73-76%=2.0   D  =60-66%=1.0   
          B- =80-82%= 2.7  C- =70-72%=1.7    F   =  0-59%=0.0 
 
I take into consideration student performance improvement when considering the final grade. Communication with the 
instructor is important.  Please make use of the office hours to discuss any questions or ideas you have.  
 
ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR  
Dr. Soong is an Associate Professor in the English Department at Hawai‘i Pacific University. She has taught ENG 3422 & 
3252, LIT 2000, 2510 & 2520, 3335, 3355, 4120, WRI 1150 & 1200, HUM 1000, 3900 & 4500, and PSCI 1400. Fall Term 
2011, she will be teaching ASIA 3950DS, ENG 3135A and 3252A and WRI 1200H/S. A member of Phi Beta Kappa, she 
received a BA degree with distinction in Chinese from the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, and received her MA and PhD 
degrees in Comparative Literature from UCLA. Her areas of expertise are Local Literatures of Hawaii, Asian-American, 
Japanese, and Chinese literatures, gender and cultural studies, and literary theory.  For the academic year 2011-2012, she is 
serving as the Chair of the HPU Reads Common Book Program.  

 
IMPORTANT L INKS  

Academic Schedule, Important Dates, Final Exam schedule and Academic Honesty Policies  
http://www.hpu.edu/CourseSchedules/docs/FinalExams/Fall_2011_Final_Exam_Schedule.pdf 

 
Fall 2011 Semester Academic Schedule 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2011 - DECEMBER 18, 2011 

 

Registration Period Monday, March 28, 2011 - Saturday, September 3, 2011 

Holiday (Labor Day) Monday, September 5, 2011 

Instruction Begins Tuesday, September 6, 2011 

Last Day to Register for Classes Friday, September 16, 2011 

Last Day to Drop Classes Without W Grade Friday, September 30, 2011 

Last Day to Drop Classes Thursday, November 10, 2011 

Holiday (Veterans' Day) Friday, November 11, 2011 

Holiday (Thanksgiving Weekend) Thursday, November 24, 2011 - Sunday, November 27, 2011 

Holiday (Thanksgiving - Staff) Thursday, November 24, 2011 - Friday, November 25, 2011 

Last Day of Class Sunday, December 11, 2011 

Final Exam Period Monday, December 12, 2011 - Sunday, December 18, 2011 

Term Ends Sunday, December 18, 2011 

Fall Graduation Ceremony Tuesday, December 20, 2011 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

FALL 2011 ENGLISH  3252A 
Tentative Course Schedule  

Further details on all course assignments, essays, projects, etc., will be made available in class.  
The course schedule may be modifies at the instructor’s discretion.  

 

ENG 3252A Tuesday Thursday Homework 
 

Week 1 
Sep 
6, 8 

 

—Student introduction 
— Syllabus information 
— Course set-up 
—Haiku as a form 
—Examples of haiku in English (from 
computer context) 

 
—Viewing Dream Window 
—General guidelines vs. Japanese context: Zen 
Buddhist themes of impermanence, life as 
suffering, and letting go of ego 

 

 
—HW: Classical Japanese Prose 
(CJP) read pp. 1-26. 
—HW: Precis assignment of the 
introduction. 

 
Week 2 

Sep  
13, 15 

 
—Viewing Dream Window 
—Student presentation of their 
Precis assignment of the 
introduction. 
—Class close reading of the 
introduction. 
 

—Student presentation of their 
Precis assignment of the 
introduction. 
—Class close reading of the 
introduction. 

 
  
 

 
Week 3 

Sep 
20, 22 

 

 
—“The Tale of the Bamboo 
Cutter” (CJP) pp. 27-37 

 
—“The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter” 
(CJP) pp. 27-37 

 
  

 
Week 4 

Sep  
27, 29 

 

 
—“Tales of Ise” (CJP) pp. 38-69 
 

 
—“Tales of Ise” (CJP) pp. 38-69 
 

 
Handout: Timeline Assignment 
Sheet (handed out on 9/29/11) 
 

 
Week 5 

Oct 
4, 6 

 
—“A Tosa Journal” (CJP) pp. 
73-101 
—“The Gossamer Journal” 
(CJP) pp. 102-155 

 
—“A Tosa Journal” (CJP) pp. 73-
101 
—“The Gossamer Journal” (CJP) 
pp. 102-155 
 

 
  
 

 
Week 6 

Oct  
11, 13 

 

  
—“The Pillow Book” (CJP) pp. 
156-199 

  

  
—“The Pillow Book” (CJP) pp. 
156-199 

  

 
Timeline Assignment check-up due: 
Friday in my mailbox by 3:00PM  
1) CJP intro, 2) The Tale of the Bamboo 
Cutter, 3) Tales of Ise, 4) A Tosa Journal, 
5) The Gossamer Journal, 6) The Pillow 
Book 
 

 
Week 7 

Oct 
18, 20 

  
 —“The Lady who Admired 

Vermin” (256-263) 
 —“Lampblack” (264-282) 

  
 —Tales of Times Now Past  

 (264-270) 
 —A Collection of Uji Tales 
 (282-287) 
  

 
   

 
Week 8 

Oct  
25, 27 

 

  
 —Essays in Idleness: #1, 3, 4, 

7,8,13,22,127,140,155,190,211, 
243 

  
—The Great Peace 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 
9.6,10.15, (pp. 472-479, 482-487, 
491-494) 

 
—return of Timeline Assignment 
with comments. Please continue to 
revise and add new entries.  

    
 —“Little One Inch” (495-498) 

   
Research paper guidelines  



Week 9 
Nov 
1, 3 

 

 —Bashō “The Journey of 1684”  
 (513-522) 

 

 Meet in Meader Library 5th floor: 
explanation of research topics—
finalization of authors for research 
papers    

e-mailed; Conduct your 
background research on author. 
 

 
Week 10 

Nov 
8, 10 

 
Mikiso Hane’s: Peasants, 
Rebels, & Outcastes: The 
Underside of Modern Japan 
Chapter 1: Modernization and the 
Peasants   
 

 
Hane’s: Chapter 4: Rural Women 
Chapter 8: Poverty and Prostitution  

 
Complete background research 
on author. Finalize selection on 
your author’s primary works 
you will examine. 
 

 
Week 11 

Nov 
15, 17 

 

 
Student Presentations: 
Natsume Sōseki (1867–1916)  
Carly  
Higuchi Ichiyō (1872-1896)  
Alyssa 
 

 
Student Presentations: 
Tanizaki Junichir ō (1886–1965) 
Kelcey 
Kawabata Yasunari (1899–1972)  
Candy 
 

 
Determine characters you will 
focus your gender analysis on. 
Ideal man or woman or both, or 
its opposite. Select classical text 
examples for comparison. 
 

 
Week 12 

Nov 
22, 24 

  
Student Presentations: 
Abe Kōbō (1924–1993) Lauren  
Yukio Mishima (1925–1970)/ 
Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1685) 
Steve 
 

 
Thanksgiving Holiday – No Class 

 
Complete your comparison 
between the classical and 
modern texts’ portrayal of ideal 
Japanese male or female.  
 

 
Week 13 
Nov 29 
Dec 1 

 

 
Student Presentations: 
Kōno Taeko (1926–) Charity 
Ōba Minako (1930–2007)  
Laura  
 

 
Student Presentations: 
Takahashi Takako (1932–) Gia  
Ōe Kenzaburō (1935–) Paul 
Murakami Haruki  (1949–) Song 
Fee 

 
Development of your overall 
assessment of the evolution of 
gender role expectations in 
Japanese literature in terms of 
historical and cultural context. 
 

 
Week 14 

Dec  
6, 8 

 

  
Class time devoted to the 
discussion on your paper 
development—method to be 
determined. 

 
—Course Evaluation  
—Examination day final timeline 
prep 
—Examination day research paper 
presentations prep 
 

 
Final research paper due Friday 
12/9/11 

 
Week 15 
Finals 
Dec 13 

 

 
Final Exam 

Tuesday Dec 13 
10:50AM-12:15PM 

MP 412 
 

Turn in your final timelines and 
present your research paper 
findings. 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ENG 3135A 
Research Paper Guidelines 

Handed out on 11/10/11 
                                                                            

Research Paper Guidelines  
 

Selection of research paper focus must be finalized and approved by professor by the end of Week 10 (Nov 11, 2011). 
Research Paper Requirements:  

 
• Length: 3500-5250 words (10-15 page, double spaced, 1-inch margin paper . Due 12/9/11 (Friday) 3:00PM in my mailbox. You 

can turn it in anytime before this final deadline.  
• Works cited list that includes:  

o Citation of McCullough’s Classical Japanese Prose: An Anthology 
o Citation of Hane’s Peasants, Rebels, & Outcastes: The Underside of Modern Japan 
o At least one primary text by your author 
o At least one biographical text on the life of your author 
o At least one secondary text that analyzes your author’s works 
 

• Students have already selected their authors. These are listed by year of birth, earlier to later:  
o Natsume Sōseki (1867–1916) (Carly), Higuchi Ichiyō (1872-1896) (Alyssa) 
o Tanizaki Junichir ō (1886–1965) (Kelcey), Kawabata Yasunari (1899–1972) (Candy)  
o Abe Kōbō (1924–1993) (Lauren), Yukio Mishima (1925–1970)/Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1685): (Steve)  
o Kōno Taeko (1926–) (Charity), Ōba Minako (1930–2007) (Laura), Takahashi Takako (1932–) (Gia) 
o Ōe Kenzaburō (1935–)(Paul),  Murakami Haruki  (1949–)(Song Fee) 

   
• The paper will be divided into three distinct sections:  

 
I. Focus on a character or characters in at least one of your author’s works that exemplifies a type of ideal Japanese 

man or woman or its opposite. Using the archetypes of maiden, wife, mother, mistress, working woman, or old 
crone (for women); and samurai, scholar, monk, craftsman, merchant, peasant, or outcaste (for men)—identify 
which category that your writer’s character(s) fall into.   

 
II. Examine the qualities of that idealized character: How does your author’s portrayal of an ideal Japanese man or 

woman differ from the literary portrayals of gender role expectations from the Heian era? What are the 
differences? What are the similarities? Refer to direct examples from your author’s primary text as well as 
examples from the readings we have done from the classical era to make your comparison.  

 
III.  Your own assessment of the evolution of gender role expectations within the Japanese literature from classical to 

modern that we have encountered in this class by examining the dynamics between social class and sex and 
gender.  
• Based on your readings in the class, what conclusions can you draw about what the ideal Japanese man and 

woman are?  
• Have they changed over time or are they fundamentally the same? 
• What effect has Japanese culture’s encounter with Western culture had on gender role expectations as 

depicted in Japanese literature?  
 

In Preparation for your research project:  
 
• Do background research on the author’s life and development as a writer, and the works that your writer is most famous for.  
• Find and select:  

o at least one book that covers your author’s biographical information 
o at least one primary work by your author 
o at least one secondary source that analyzes your author’s literary writings 

• The class will read and discuss the three chapters from Mikiso Hane’s book: Peasants, Rebels, & Outcastes: The Underside 
of Modern Japan, New York: Pantheon Books, 1982, to use as a context for Japan’s social transition into the modern age. 

• Refer to Helen McCullough’s Classical Japanese Prose: An Anthology to make comparisons with your author’s portrayal of 
an ideal Japanese man or women or its opposite.  

• The revised course calendar includes the due dates for sections of the research paper, as well as the segments that will be 
covered in class. Each student will present biographical information on his or her writer, the premise of the primary text and 
the character examination  

 


