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LEVEL I: LITERAL MEANING  
Factual details that are directly stated in the text. Level I type questions: (Who? What? When? Where?) 
 
IDENTIFICATION :  

1. Who is the author?  
2. Who is telling the story? 
3. Who are the characters in the story? 
4. Who is the main character? (the protagonist—the character readers are meant to care about) 
5. Who is the antagonist? (the character who acts as the main obstacle to the protagonist) 

 
SETTING : 

1. What time period is the story set?  
2. What place does the action of the story occur?  
3. How long a span of time does the story’s action cover? 

 
PLOT /ACTION : 

1. What action takes place in the story? 
2. In what order is the action described? Beginning/middle/end? Or end/flashbacks/present? 
 

 
LEVEL II:  SUBTEXTUAL  MEANING—T HE MEANING BELOW THE SURFACE OF THE STATED WORDS    
Subtextual meaning is what is going on underneath what is stated by characters or described in the text by the 
narrator. To get to the subtext, you have to draw conclusions based on what character say or do, or what the 
narrator states. The conclusions you draw will not be explicitly stated in the text—instead, it will be implied. 
Level II type questions (Some types of what questions, but also more Why? and How?) 
 
MAIN CHARACTER : 

1. What kind of a person is the protagonist? (not directly stated in the story) How do know this? 
2. What kind of a relationship does the protagonist have with the other characters? Why? 
3. What is the motive for a character’s behavior? 
4. What is the character’s backstory for who he or she appears in the story?  
5. What does the character learn/how does the character change over the course of the story’s action? 
6. Why does a character have to suffer obstacles or challenges before achieving a goal or fulfilling a need or 

desire? 
 
LEVEL III:  THEMATIC  MEANING   
Beyond the literal and inferred meaning, you are asked to evaluate the significance of the author’s story. What is 
the point of the telling you this story? What themes (larger patterns of universal truths) are illustrated by the story 
itself?  
 

1. What is this story telling me about what it means to be human? 
2. What connections can I make between my own experience and what happened in the story?  
3. What can I learn from the protagonist’s dilemmas and choices?  
4. What effect on the reader does the author want to make? 
5. Is the author using irony or sarcasm to make a point? 
6. How does the story affect the way I see things after reading it?  

   


