
Humanities 1800  Sakura in Japan: Kyoto, Osaka, and Nara   SPRING  2012 
 
Reference: The Japanese Mind: Understanding Contemporary Culture By Osamu Ikeno  
                    and Roger Davis.  Rutland, VT: Tuttle Publishing, Inc., 2002. 
                    Japanese at a Glance.  By Nobuo Akiyama and Carol Akiyama. Hauppange, NY:  
                     Barron’s Educational Series, Inc., 2006.  
                    Japan - Culture Smart!: a quick guide to customs and etiquette (Culture  
                    Smart!).  By Paul Norbury.   London, UK: Kuperard. 2006,  
 

Instructor: Shingo Satsutani                Class Hours: Thursdays 5:30pm~7:50pm (3/8, 22) 
 

Office Hours: MTWTh: 9:00am~11:00am  
 

Telephones: Liberal Arts Division: 630-942-2047 [IC 3098] 
                     Office & Voice Mail:   630-942-2019 [IC 3037b] 
                     Fax: 630-942-3711 [IC 3098]   E-Mail: satsutan@cod.edu 
  
Course Objective: 
 
 Through this study, students will be able to learn how to appreciate and enjoy different 
culture as well as its significance.  This trip also further stimulates student’s intuitiveness 
towards a field of Languages, Sociology, Humanities, History and Art.  Acquired knowledge can 
increase student's transnational competence and can also be applied to understanding of diverse 
cultural perspectives in real life environment of each student.  
   

Course Structure: 
 

The course structure will consist of independent research, which you will conduct and 
document in journal before and during your trip. Comparative cultural research paper along with 
the required textbook is mandatory prior to the trip as well.  We will discuss the various aspects 
such as society, aesthetics, social values, music and art, food, education, etc. Individual interest 
of each student will be welcomed.  
 

Course Requirement: 
 

1. Prior to the trip you must submit Pre-travel Research based on the listed topics below. 
 
2. Sakura essay: See below [II] 

*Follow the special instruction, double-spaced, type- written. Be sure to include 
bibliographic information if any.       

 
*The submitted paper WILL NOT be returned unless you provide an additional copy of 

your work and requested it. 
 
*The due date for the paper is  March 30th .  No late papers will be accepted.        
    

3. Complete the trip and turn in a journal on the last day of the trip (4/8, can be extended).  
Journal entries should document all activities related to your research. (Where, Whom, 



How, How long etc.)  You must include what you learned and what your reactions were to 
what you learned.  

 
Grading Policy: 
 Those who wish to take a course as Satisfactory (S)/ Fail (F) grade basis, consult with the 
instructor in the first session on Thursday 3/11. Assignments except pre-travel factual research 
will be graded based on completeness, correctness, quality of content using the following rubric: 

 Critical thinking (interpretation, analysis, evaluation, inference, explanation, self-
regulation)  

 Personal learning 
 Application to practice 
 Application to social responsibility 
 Objective and subjective perspectives  

 
Humanities 1800        Field Trip to Japan: Pre-Travel Research Topics            SPRING 
2012 

Sakura (Cherry) in JAPAN: Kyoto, Nara 
                                  

[I]  The following 5 topics are directly related to this field trip program. 

Write a few paragraphs for each topic. Submit on 3/30/2012.  

You can use any sources including Websites. (Wikipedia often includes WRONG 
information, so do not site from it!!)  

1) Traditional Performances: Bunraku, Kyogen, Gagaku, Tea, Flower, etc. 

2) Buddhism: Todai-ji Temple, Daikaku-ji Temple 

      Amidism (Pure Land Buddhism): Phoenix Pavilion (Byodo-in) 

      Zen Buddhism: The Golden Pavilion (Kinkaku-ji), The Rock Garden (Ryoan-ji) 

 Kiyomizu-temple, Sanjusangendo-temple,  

3) Shinto: Yasaka Shrine, Kasuga Grand Shrine, Heian Jingu Shrine, Kitano Shrine.     

4) Castle: Nijo Castle, Osaka Castle, etc. 

5) Japanese Traditional Industry: Nishijin Textile, Kimono, handicrafts 

 

[II]  Sakura (cherry) is Japanese national flower!  Why Cherry?  When and how did 
celebration of flower viewing begin?  What is the some significance of flower viewing?  
What are some significance of flower viewing: season, nature, philosophy, time, etc.? 

With the above-mentioned in your mind, write 1000-word short essay about “Sakura 
(Cherry)”        
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