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The East-West Center Affiliate Scholar Program

PROGRAM OVERVIEW.  The East-West Center is a national education and research institution, working in partnership with the University of Hawai‘i, especially in the Center’s Student Programs.  During the year, approximately 480 people study in residence at the Center.  Most are involved in graduate programs and enrolled in course-work at the adjoining University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa campus.
The East-West Center’s Affiliate Scholar program provides a limited number of opportunities for graduate students from universities and institutions world-wide, to have a short-term affiliation with the Center while working on a thesis or dissertation research related to the Asia Pacific region.  Affiliate scholars pursue their research in the library, and connect with faculty and other scholars and specialists at the East-West Center and the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa whom they have previously identified as sharing their interests.  

The Affiliate Scholar Program invites applicants who are able to provide their own funding, which includes but is not limited to travel, living expenses and health insurance. There are no sources of funding available through the East-West Center to cover Affiliate Scholar program expenses. Affiliate Scholars pay a program administration fee of US $40 per month of award. 

Affiliate Scholars are encouraged to actively participate in a rich set of East-West Center activities, and during the Fall and Spring semesters are required to attend a weekly evening seminar on issues of concern to the Asia Pacific region.

The Affiliate Scholar Program was designed specifically for live-in residence with the expectation of full participation and engagement in the EWC's residential graduate student community. For this reason an Affiliate Scholar is required by her/his Participation Agreement to live in either the Center’s Hale Manoa or Hale Kuahine graduate residence hall at the participant single room rate of US$14 per night, with degree fellows from over 50 countries including the United States. With respect to a participant’s children, EWC Housing policy states that dependents under 18 years of age cannot be accommodated in the Center's graduate residence halls. Thus, as a matter of policy, the East-West Center does not provide visa sponsorship for the children of an Affiliate Scholar. The graduate residence halls can accommodate a participant’s spouse in a double room at the rate of US$21 per night.

Prior to submitting an Affiliate Scholar application, prospective applicants need to have established a mentoring arrangement with at least one faculty member, researcher, scholar, or other specialist at the East-West Center or University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa who shares their academic interests and who has agreed to supervise their research efforts. 

Consideration for the Affiliate Scholar Program is both competitive and based on space availability. There is no set application deadline; however, we recommend that applications be submitted at least a semester (three to four months) in advance of the proposed study period to ensure availability of Center housing.  This will also allow sufficient time for visa processing for those applicants who need visa sponsorship.   To be eligible for J-1 visa sponsorship, applicants must verify sufficient funds for the duration their proposed study period.  An estimate of expenses is US $1,500 per month.  For example: If an applicant requests Affiliate Scholar status for three months, the applicant would need resources of USD $4,500 to verify sufficient funds for the duration of the J-1 visa sponsorship period.

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS.  To apply for the Affiliate Scholar Program, please complete the Affiliate Scholar application form and submit the following documents:

 

· Completed application form.

· Curriculum vitae or resume.

· A thesis, dissertation or other appropriate research project proposal.

· Two (2) academic letters of reference [use reference letter form] -- one of which must be from 
the applicant’s graduate program advisor.

· One (1) letter from a faculty member, researcher, scholar, or other specialist at the East-West Center or University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa that confirms his/her agreement to supervise and 
mentor the applicant and describes what specifically s/he would provide the applicant under 
this arrangement.

· One (1) official transcript reflecting the applicant’s most recent academic work.

Send application and accompanying documents to:

East-West Center
Education Program
Attention:  Affiliate Scholar Program
1601 East West Road

Honolulu, Hawaii  96848-1601  USA
Email:  affiliatescholar@eastwestcenter.org 
http://www.eastwestcenter.org/studentprograms 
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