
Challenges of Transition and Governance in a New Urban World
Across the world a massive demographic shift is underway. For the first time in human history, more people 
now live in cities than in rural areas. In the next 20 years, the world population will grow from 7 billion to more 
than 8 billion people. The urban population will grow even faster, from 3.5 billion to 5 billion. Hundreds of 
cities will be built and expanded to accommodate migration and growth—particularly in Asia. 

The rapid transformation of cities and towns into massive urban mega-regions has created unprecedented 
political, economic, socio-cultural, ecological and physical changes. National and local governments, the 
private sector and civil society, are today facing a sense of urgency as they work to adapt, innovate and 
prepare to accommodate the future billions in sustainable, efficient and inclusive cities that can foster 
productivity and continued economic growth. Their achievements will largely define the 21st century. 

The East-West Center’s Urban Dialogue program examines the complex demographic and economic 
trends that are propelling cities across Asia into a new urbanized world. Through active learning exchanges, 
participants share their ideas on how to change cities to more effectively address the human costs of rapid 
urbanization, including increased demands for improved urban services such as water and sanitation, 
housing, transportation, energy, food security and employment opportunities.

EACH SEMINAR FOCUSES ON THESE CORE QUESTIONS:

•	What new tools and innovative strategies are available and how can we, as decision-makers, use them to 
generate more effective policy responses to manage urban growth?

•	How do we mobilize diverse populations, governments, institutions and civil society organizations to forge 
a common plan of action?

•	How can we ensure that social equity is an inherent part of the urban growth process?

OUR DISTINCTIVE APPROACH

•	Small, roundtable dialogues that 
encourage lively and frank peer-to-peer 
exchanges on current trends, key issues and 
best policy options for managing the urban 
transition

•	A diverse, high-level group of city leaders, 
policymakers, urban planners, civil society 
and business leaders, experts and scholars 
from across Asia and the U.S. who share 
their experiences and strategic visions for 
creating more liveable cities of the future

•	Interdisciplinary, multi-country 
examination of critical concerns and 
innovative solutions that provide 
participants with a deeper and common 
understanding of urban challenges faced 
across Asia and in the West

•	Three-day seminar on the relaxed and 
informal campus of the East-West Center in 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i, U.S.A.

Asia-Pacific-U.S. URBAN DIALOGUE

EastWestCenter.org/UrbanDialogue

For more than 50 years, the East-West Center 
has been bringing people together from across 
the Asia Pacific region and the United States to 
exchange views on issues of mutual concern.



“The enthusiastic and knowledgeable participants helped 
me to gain a better understanding of urban systems in 
other countries and learn from sharing experiences and 
best practices. The multi-disciplinary group of participants 
offered great opportunities to build a professional 
network with colleagues across the region.” (Dhaka)

“The organization of the meeting was impeccable. The 
discussion was intellectually stimulating. The mix of 
stakeholders from different backgrounds was the 
strength of the seminar. One of the best dialogues I have 
ever engaged in.” (Cambridge, Massachusetts)

“The very awareness that other societies can find different 
solutions for similar problems challenges us to be 
creative and continue to innovate within the context of 
our own practices.” (Jakarta)

“I greatly appreciated the exchange among people with 
different views and politics, and varied applications of 
processes and methods across countries at very different 
stages of development. The seminar experience persuaded 
me to look beyond the set of interests I arrived with 
and rethink my own approaches.” (Atlanta, Georgia)

“The wide-ranging issues discussed highlight the 
importance of having a broad perspective when 
addressing complex urban issues.” (Seoul)

“Without a doubt, one of the most interactive and 
stimulating meetings that I have ever attended.  
I personally took away several new and valuable  
concepts.” (New York)

“The seminar was one of the best I have taken part in  
over the past 30 years. The flexible, open forum— 
with participants from very different fields and  
nations—gave everyone a comprehensive and hybrid 
understanding of the issues and allowed all to express  
his or her own ideas.” (Shanghai)

“The interactive format made for a great learning 
experience—more like the real world.” (Delhi)

“I have already had separate follow-up communications  
with almost a dozen of the interesting, eclectic group  
of people I met at the seminar.” (Washington, DC)

Asia-Pacific-U.S. URBAN DIALOGUE 

SEPTEMBER 2011 SEMINAR ON LINKING GLOBAL KNOWLEDGE TO LOCAL ACTION

Co-sponsored by the Penn Institute for Urban Research, University of Pennsylvania.  
40 participants including mayors and other high level city officials from Karachi, Manila, 
Newark, Oklahoma City; city planning directors from Raleigh, Shanghai; representatives 
from Lincoln Institute of Land Policy (Massachusetts Institute of Technology), 
Bangladesh Urban Health Network, Partnership for Governance Reform (Jakarta), 
Center for  Quality Growth and Regional Development, Georgia Institute of Technology 
(Atlanta), Korea Transport Institute (Seoul), IBM Smart Cities Initiative (New York), 
Trade Development Alliance (Seattle), Urban Poor Consortium (Jakarta), Sister Cities 
International (Washington, DC), Institute for Transportation and Development Policy 
(Guangzhou), Global Asia Institute (Singapore), and Centre for Energy, Environment, 
Urban Governance and Infrastructure Development (Hyderabad). 

MARCH 2010 SEMINAR ON URBANIZATION POLICY IN AN UNCERTAIN ECONOMY

27 participants including governors, mayors, and other high-level city leaders from 
Bangalore, Jakarta, Shenzhen, Taipei; city planning directors from Denver, Miami, 
San Francisco, Seattle; representatives from the Asian Development Bank, Urban 
Land Institute (Washington, DC), Urban Resource Centre (Karachi), Centre for Policy 
Research (New Delhi), Centre of Urban Studies and Urban Planning (University of Hong 
Kong), and the Penn Institute for Urban Research (University of Pennsylvania).

AUGUST 2008 INAUGURAL SEMINAR ON POLICY IMPLICATIONS OF DECENTRALIZATION

30 participants including mayors and other high-level city leaders from Ho Chi Minh 
City, Jakarta, Kathmandu, Manila, Quezon City, San Diego, Vancouver; city planning 
directors from Los Angeles, Seoul; representatives from UN-Habitat, Asian Coalition for 
Housing Rights (Bangkok), Regional Plan Association (New York), Centre for Developing 
Cities (University of Canberra, Australia), Institute of Asian Research (University of 
British Columbia), Slum/Shack Dwellers International (Mumbai), and the World Bank 
(Washington, DC).
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The East-West Center is an education and research organization established by the U.S. 
Congress in 1960 to strengthen relations and understanding among the peoples and nations of 
Asia, the Pacific, and the United States. The Center contributes to a peaceful, prosperous, and 
just Asia Pacific community by serving as a vigorous hub for cooperative research, education, 
and dialogue on critical issues of common concern.

Learn more at the Asia-Pacific-U.S. Urban Dialogue website below. 
Or contact Ms. Meril Dobrin Fujiki,  Seminars Development Coordinator, East-West Seminars 
East-West Center, 1601 East-West Center Road, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, 96848 USA 
Direct:	+1	808.944.7352	•	Fax:		+1	808.944.7600	•	FujikiM@EastWestCenter.org

EastWestCenter.org/UrbanDialogue
Hawai‘i Imin International Conference Center, East-West Center


