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When US Half the Sky Meets Chinese Philanthropy -
A China — US Dialogue on Women and Philanthropy
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The China Philanthropy Research Institute and
Huamin Charity Foundation recently held a
discussion dinner at Huamin Charity Foundation.
Harvard Kennedy School’s Women’s Leadership
Board was invited to join the panel. Both China
and US participants shared their views on
philanthropy projects as well as future
exchanges and communication between the
" two countries. Mona Locke, wife of US
i Ambassador to China, attended the meeting.
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Dr. Lu Dezhi, chairman of Huamin Charity Foundation, arranged a banquet for the delegation
and gave a speech. He expressed respect for women’s charity work in China and emphasized his
commitment to his own charitable work. He was busy making money for the first half of his life,
so in the latter half he hopes to give all his money to society through the Huamin Charity
Foundation. He believes that the world needs mutual sharing, but quickly added that sharing is
not the same as communism or an equal division of wealth. Sharing is a noble goal in an ideal
society.
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Qin Guoying, Secretary-General of the China Women’s Development Foundation, introduced
examples of the government’s investment in women’s charity, highlighting several significant
projects. Yuan Ruijun, Deputy Director of Center for Civil Society Studies of Peking University,
explained that administrative system means changing the function of government. Government
should empower the marketplace and society whenever possible.
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The members of the Women’s Leadership Board serve as key supporters and advisors to
Harvard Kennedy School’s Women and Public Policy Program (WAPPP), a global leader in
groundbreaking gender research, teaching, training and outreach on how to close gender gaps
in economic opportunity, political participation, health and education through public policy,
organizational practices and leadership. Members of this delegation included global women
philanthropy leaders who are committed to working in places that include but are not limited to
South Africa, Saudi Arabia, and Australia; they have broad reach and are making impacts in all
the areas mentioned above.
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Delegates from the US included Christy Jackowitz, Assistant Dean for Alumni Relations and
Resource Development, Harvard Kennedy School, Wendy D. Appelbaum, WLB Executive
Committee, Patricia S. Harris, Vice President of McDonald’s USA and Global Chief for Diversity,
Jeffrey Williams, Executive Director of Harvard Center Shanghai, Nada Simon, president of Sam
& Nada Simon Foundation, and Kathleen M. Valenti, chair and CEO of Valenti Foundation. The
China delegates included Wang Zhenyao, Dean of China Philanthropy Research Institute, Lu
Dezhi, Chairman of Huamin Charity Foundation, Qin Guoying, Secretary-General of China
Women Development Foundation, and Yuan Ruijun, Deputy Director of Center for Civil Society
Studies, Peking University.
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CUSP is an inclusive partnership of more than 45 organizations working with philanthropy in
the US and/or China. The US CUSP Secretariat is based at the East-West Center in Honolulu
and the China CUSP Secretariat is based at the China Philanthropy Research Institute in
Beijing. The CUSP Mission is to promote communication, exchange and collaboration
between the philanthropic sectors of China and the US in order to ensure the best use of
resources and maximize the benefits to society as a whole. This CUSP Update is published by
the CUSP Secretariat and sent to all CUSP participants and others who express an interest in
it. The schedule is determined by when there is news to share. Your suggestions and comments
are welcome any time.
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