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EWC receives Green Business Award
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Hawai'i Gov. Neil Abercrombie presents the Green Business Award to EWC Sustainability Task Force members Kris Thompson, Jiwnath Ghimire and Melissa Finucane. 

The East-West Center has become the first educational institution to receive a Hawai‘i Green Business and Green Government Award, which recognizes organizations for outstanding effort in improving their environmental footprint. This year’s awards were presented by Gov. Neil Abercrombie to the EWC and seven other organizations at a Hawai‘i Clean Energy Day event at the state Capitol on April 20, 2011. 

“We are honored to receive this recognition and hope it rallies our staff and peer institutions to even better purchasing, energy and water use practices that are aligned with the realities of living on these islands,” said EWC Education Specialist Christina Monroe, co-chair of the Center’s Environmental Sustainability Task Force.

The Center was commended for reducing electricity consumption by more than 20-35 percent in several of its buildings through more efficient lighting and reduced air-conditioning use, as well as for the student-led Sustainable EWC Initiative. To date, the initiative has attracted more than 100 student volunteers representing more than 30 countries, who have contributed more than 2,400 combined hours to lessening Center’s environmental impact. As one of the long-range goals of Sustainable EWC, participants take the lessons learned in environmental stewardship back to their home countries to expand the impact further.

The success of the student initiative sparked the formation of a Center-wide Environmental Sustainability Task Force that has helped conserve power and water and implemented recycling programs.  



East-West Center Alumni Office Transition

Dear East-West Center Alumni,

On May 31, after many long years of dedicated service, EWC Alumni Officer Gordon Ring retired from the East-West Center. It is our good fortune, however, that Gordon will continue to be active with alumni affairs in an adjunct position as Senior Alumni Advisor for our office.  

Gordon began his tenure at the East-West Center as a student in the 1960s before joining the staff and holding many increasingly responsible positions including Director of Personnel and Special Assistant to the President. He even took a “sabbatical” and worked at Florida Institute of Technology in the mid-90s further honing his professional skills. Gordon rejoined the Center in 1999 and has served as EWC Alumni Officer ever since. 

Due to the uncertainty of the East-West Center’s budget in the coming fiscal year, we are delaying recruitment for a new alumni officer at this time. In the meantime, Noreen Tanouye, assistant alumni officer, and I will assume additional responsibilities. Fortunately, Gordon will remain a key member of the East-West Center alumni team. 

We wish Gordon well and are delighted that he will continue to be involved with the Alumni Office. Please don’t hesitate to contact me or Noreen (TanouyeN@EastWestCenter.org or 808-944-7201) if you have any questions or need assistance with alumni matters.

With warm regards, 

Karen Knudsen
Director | Office of External Affairs
East-West Center  



EWC News and Updates

Read about news and updates from the activities of the EWC.  

Quarterly Report from EWCA Alumni Chapters
On a regular basis, EWCA Chapters provide reports to the EWC Chapter Development Committee. This Quarterly Report includes reports from 12 EWCA Chapters around the world including New York, Hyderabad, Singapore and Pakistan. More...

 HYPERLINK "http://forum.eastwestcenter.org/alumni/2011/03/03/ann-dunham-soetoro-endowment/" 


U.S. Congresswoman Hirono Testifies in Support of East-West Center
On April 2011, U.S. Congresswoman Mazie K. Hirono testified before a House Appropriations Subcommittee in support of providing federal funding for the East-West Center in the Fiscal Year 2012. More...
2011 Pakistan-U.S. Journalists Exchange
The East-West Center successfully launched its new Pakistan-United States Journalists Exchange, which took place April 6-22, 2011. While the Pakistani participants did a tour around the U.S., their American counterparts visited Pakistan. More...

 HYPERLINK "http://forum.eastwestcenter.org/alumni/2011/03/03/ann-dunham-soetoro-endowment/" 


Pacific Islands Report on Port Vila Exhibition at EWC Gallery
On June 20, 2011, Hawaii Public Radio released an interview with Haidy Geismar. Together with Eric Wittersheim, Haidy curated the exhibition titled “Port Vila, Mi Lavem Yu: Port Vila, I love you”, which will appear at the EWC Gallery from May 22, 2011 until September 11, 2011. More... 



EWCA Blog

Keep up to date with our alumni from all around the world at the EWCA Blog.  

EWC Media Alumna’s Photograph Accepted in Hawai’i Photo Exhibition
Journalist, Heidi Chang (AAJA Hawaii, Media ’03), is honored to have her photograph of an endangered Hawaiian Monk Seal accepted into the Contemporary Photography in Hawaii 2011 juried exhibition. More...


Update from EWC Graduate Fellow in Japan
EWC graduate degree fellow, Blain Keller has been working this summer 2011 as a volunteer intern at the Japan Association for the United Nations World Food Program (JAWFP), where APLP (09-10) alumnus Hitomi Yokote works as Executive Officer. More...
EWC Alumna Nominated to be a Member of the Export-Import Bank of the U.S.
On May 18, 2011, President Obama nominated Honolulu businesswoman and EWC alumna, Patricia M. Loui (CI 73-74, OG 89, OEA 08) to serve as a member of the board of directors of the Export-Import Bank of the United States. More...
ASDP Alumnus’ Musical Work Covered in Wall Street Journal (Asia Edition)
Calvert (Cal) Johnson (ASDP 00) is a talented musician who records and performs East Asian Organ and Harpsichord Music. Cal was recently quoted in May 2011 in an op-ed in the Wall Street Journal. More...   



EWC and EWCA Online Networks

The East-West Center and the EWCA maintain four main online networks to keep Alumni, Associates and Friends of the East-West Center communicating with each other. Join our Online Networks at: 

Facebook
EWC Alumni and Community Facebook Page
LinkedIn
EWCA Alumni and Community LinkedIn Group 

East-West Center Community
East-West Center Community
Twitter
EWC Twitter Account 



The Alumni e-News is a supplement to the EWC Associates Update newsletter and is produced by the Center for Cultural and Technical Interchange between East and West, Inc. Editor: Damian Davila.
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