	[image: image1]

 INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "http://www2.eastwestcenter.org/alumni/enews/images/alumni_e-news.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image2]

	[image: image3]
[image: image4]
[image: image5]


	Strengthening the EWC Community

June 12 , 2006



	 

Headlines




EWCA International Conference Set for Hanoi in December



Hawaii Chapter Annual Dinner



EWCA Update by Larry Foster, EWCA President 



When the EWC Mentoring Program Calls, He Always Says ‘Yes’



Alumni Happenings 
 

Links

[image: image11]
EWC Associates Update Newsletters
[image: image12]
EWCA Online Community
[image: image13]
Subscribe to EWC Newsletters
[image: image14]
EWCA Homepage
[image: image15]
EWC Homepage
 

 

Aloha!

 

Welcome to Alumni e-News

We hope you will enjoy our new EWCA Alumni e-News. It is designed to give you quick updates on what is happening with your alumni association. The newsletter will be published on an occasional basis when we have items of interest to tell you about. We would appreciate getting your reactions and suggestions to make the e-newsletter better. Let us know at alumni@eastwestcenter.org.

 

 

 

About Us 

 

More than 50,000 men and women have been EWC participants in its 46-year history, and many have joined the 45 established EWCA chapters in 21 countries.

The East-West Center Association, the Center's official alumni organization, works with alumni to strengthen the EWC network. We hope that you'll keep in touch with us.

 

 

 

Contact Us 

 

Click here to update your contact information 

EWC Associates Office
1601 East-West Road
Honolulu, HI  96848-1601 

Phone:  808-944-7506 
Fax:  808-944-7376
Email:  Alumni@EastWestCenter.org
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   Main Features 
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EWCA International Conference Set for Hanoi in December

The excitement is building for our next international conference in Hanoi, Vietnam, December 7-10, 2006. All EWC alumni as well as others interested in the Asia Pacific region are invited to renew acquaintances, make new professional contacts, update knowledge of the region, and discover the beauty and diversity of Vietnam.

The theme for the conference is “Building an Asia Pacific Community for Sustainable Development.” Participants will explore major issues facing the region and consider ways to assist in their resolution.

Invited speakers include Ambassador Le Van Bang, Deputy Foreign Minister for Vietnam; Ton Nu Thi Ninh, Vice Chair for International Relations of the Vietnam National Assembly; U. S. Ambassador Michael Marine; EWC President Charles E. Morrison; former U.S. Ambassador to Vietnam Raymond Burghardt; and leaders from government, education and business sectors. In addition to these keynote addresses, the program will include plenary sessions, concurrent panel sessions and poster sessions.

The conference will be held at the five-star Melia Hanoi Hotel, which has excellent conference facilities and is conveniently located in central Hanoi, close to many hotels and stores.

The special reduced rate for early registration is only $175 for EWCA members, so don’t wait, register now!

For the most updated information on the conference, go to the conference website: www.eastwestcenter.org/Vietnam2006 or contact the EWC Associates office: phone (808)944-7506, fax: (808)944-7376, or email: Vietnam2006@eastwestcenter.org.

(Back to Top)
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EWC students who attended the EWCA Hawaii Chapter Annual Dinner 

Hawaii Chapter Annual Dinner

The EWCA Hawaii Chapter held its annual meeting and fundraising dinner on Sunday, April 30, 2006 at the Willows Restaurant in Honolulu. Nearly 140 alumni and EWC students attended the dinner. The dinner was followed by a live auction of Asian treasures and cultural performances by the EWC students. Throughout the night, guests were also able to purchase unique items at the bazaar sales table.

Funds raised from this event were used towards four summer travel grants of $500 each to qualifying students. The awardees were Sugato Dutt (India), Subir Kumar Kole (India), Mohammd Shahinur Rahman (Bangladesh) and Chong Wang (China). The East-West Center Association (EWCA) sponsored six other students as well: San Tun Aung (Burma), Bryan Robert Bushley (USA), Song Gao (China), Elizabeth Louis (USA), Wilmar Salim (Indonesia), and Choden Thinley (Bhutan).

Dr. Ricardo Trimillos, chair of the Asian Studies Program at the University of Hawaii at Manoa, was honored at the dinner with the 2005 EWCA Hawaii Chapter Outstanding Service Award. This award was established to honor those providing outstanding service to the East-West Center, the East-West Center Association, and to the local community. Congratulations Ric!

 

(Back to Top)


EWCA Update by Larry Foster, EWCA President

The EWCA has been very busy. Past EWCA president, Dan Berman, has made two lengthy trips to South Asia to assist in developing new chapters in the region, particularly in India and Pakistan. While there, he played a key role in the very successful South Asia Regional Conference held in New Delhi in November of last year, attended by 150 alumni from 9 countries.

The EWCA is also in the midst of a strategic planning process that will culminate at our December 2006 international alumni conference in Hanoi. We have organized a strategic planning committee and look forward to input from alumni and other interested stakeholders. 

Our Program Committee, ably led by Khaleda Rashid from Bangladesh, in conjunction with Jeremy Webb from our Brisbane Chapter, has come up with a new, low-cost concept to allow interested alumni to continue the collaborative research/discussion experience that is the hallmark of the EWC: blogs. The first two blogs will be launched soon and will focus on community open spaces and climate change. 

 

(Back to Top)


When the EWC Mentoring Program Calls, He Always Says ‘Yes’ 

Ed Pei is executive vice president at First Hawaiian Bank and whenever the East-West Center Mentoring Program calls, Ed always says “Yes.”
“When I first got involved, I didn’t quite know what to expect,” says Ed. “What I enjoy more than anything else is helping kids who want to learn. These students are a little older, a lot more mature, and sincerely interested in learning about business in the U.S. and in general."

Ed has mentored five EWC students, doing double-duty last spring when he took on two students interested in banking. He’s mentored students from China, Thailand, the United States and Burma.

“Through every experience I really sincerely believe I learned as much as they did,” Ed says. “It was nice to have that cultural experience. Even with the kids from the U.S., you can learn about where they’re from as much as someone from Bangkok or Burma.”
Ed is such an advocate of the Mentoring Program, he’s recruited mentors from Hawai‘I’s business community. “There are a lot of people out there,” he says. “All you have to do is ask. Like me, a lot of them would get as much out of the program as the students.”
(Excerpts taken from Bridge, newsletter of the Friends of the East-West Center.)

The Mentoring Program, which is administered by the EWCA and Friends of the EWC, provides valuable real-life public and private sector experience that contributes to the professional growth of EWC participants. For more information on the Mentoring Program, contact Ms. Itsuko Suzuki at suzukii@eastwestcenter.org.
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Alumni Happenings 

Sombath Somphone Receives ‘Asia’s Nobel Prize’
Sombath Somphone (Pop 1971) was awarded the prestigious Ramon Magsaysay Award for Community Leadership in 2005 for his efforts “to promote sustainable development in Laos by training and motivating its young people to become a generation of leaders.” The Magsaysay Awards, established in 1957 by the trustees of the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, are given annually and often called ‘Asia’s Nobel Prizes.” Recipients receive a US$50,000 cash award.
Photo from the Magsaysay Foundation website.
Supara Janchitfah (1998 Jefferson Fellows) was awarded a gold medal and US$10,000 cash prize by the United Nations Correspondents Association for excellence in reporting on humanitarian and development affairs. UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan presented the awards at the 10th UNCA Awards dinner at UN headquarters in New York. Supara, a staff writer for the Bangkok Post, was praised for her series of articles on the UN and human rights in Thailand.

[image: image19]
Man-Kam Leung, (1963, History) professor emeritus of history at the University of Saskatchewan, donated his collection of more than 15,000 books and 60,000 volumes, including academic journals, dictionaries, medical texts and fiction on Chinese history and culture, to the university’s library. With the gift, the university now boasts one of the top five Chinese collections in Canada.

Fathima Musaffer (2004, New Generation Seminar) was recognized as “Woman of the Week” by The Hindu, India’s national newspaper, in September 2005. She is state organizer for the Women’s Wing of the Indian Union Muslim League in Tamil Nadu, India, and is dedicated to working for peace.

Yulia Supadmo (2005, Media) of RCTI TV in Indonesia interviewed U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice during her visit to Jakarta in March.

Abdul Rashid (1998 EWCA Distinguished Alumni Award Recipient) received the Norman Borlaug Award from the government of Pakistan on 2005 World Food Day for his contributions to micronutrient research.

D. K. Sankaran (Ph.D. 1979, Political Science) was appointed chief secretary of Maharashtra state in India. Previously he served as secretary, Union Ministry of Home Affairs, handling border management and disaster management.
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The Japanese contingent of the Hotel Management Training Group (ITI 1969-70) visited Hawai‘i last July for a 35-year reunion. The seven alumni with their wives and families kicked off the reunion with a dinner at the Golden Dragon Restaurant at the Hilton Hawaiian Village, followed by a get-together with Hawai‘i friends in Kailua and a farewell picnic dinner at Ala Moana Park. Former EWC staff members Patsy Ideue and Jeni Miyasaki reminisced with the alums about the “days of their youth” at the Center. Before their return home, the group made a contribution to the EWCA Endowment Fund.

Sachio Semmoto (1978, Communication), chairman and CEO of eAccess Ltd. and eMobile Ltd. in Japan, reports eMobile Ltd. was awarded a 3G mobile license by the country’s Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications in November. The license enables the company to gear up for the start of mobile broadband services.

Toufiq and Ulrike Siddiqi Degree Scholars Award. Toufiq and Ulrike Siddiqi (shown here with EWC President Charles E. Morrison) recently donated $100,000 toward an endowment to assist degree fellows who need initial assistance to enhance the grants provided by the East-West Center. Awards will be made annually for two to four degree fellows from South Asia.
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