
TWO NIGHTS/THREE DAYS TOURS 

Option B: 

Jagalchi Market 
Jagalchi Market, located on the shoreside road in Busan's Jung-gu, is Korea's largest seafood market, selling both 
live and dried fish. After the Korean War the market solidified itself as a fish market. Most of the people who sell 
fish are women, so the vendors here are called Jagalchi Ajumma, "ajumma" meaning middle-aged or married 
woman in Korean.  

This market represents Busan and is famous throughout the country. If you visit, you can eat fresh raw fish right at 
the market. Even these days you can see women selling mackerel, sea squirts (ascidians) and whale meat on 
wooden boxes along the road outside of the market and along the shore.  

Every year in October the Jagalchi Cultural Tourism Festival is held, and it is easy to visit because of the convenient 
transportation provided by subway. Jagalchi Market is where you can see the lifestyle of the Busan locals. 

  
 

Gukje Market 

Following the Korean War, refugees who fled to Busan set up stalls in order to make a living, and this was the 
beginning of the Gukje Market (gukje meaning "international" in Korean). The Gukje Market is one of Korea’s 
largest markets; each alleyway is crowded with stalls, and it connects to Bupyeong Market, Kkangtong Market, and 
other smaller markets. The market stocks such a wide variety of goods, that you can find almost everything you 
need right here. 

  
 

 



Busan Gamcheon Culture Village 
Gamcheon Culture Villiage is formed by houses built in staircase-fashion on the foothills of a coastal mountain, 
earning this village the nickname of "Machu Picchu of Busan." The many alleys cutting through this community are 
vibrantly decorated with murals and sculptures created by the residents. 

  
 

Gyeongju National Museum 
Gyeongju National Museum is loved by visitors and residents alike as it houses numerous historical and cultural 
artifacts of the Silla Dynasty (57 BC - AD 935). The museum has recently gone under renovation, and the galleries 
and the exhibition halls have taken on a new look. In addition to improving facilities for visitors' convenience, 
Gyeongju National Museum is making efforts to contribute to the community and re-establish its identity as a 
museum by making efforts to develop ways to provide lifelong learning opportunities and improve management. 
As a significant cultural center, Gyeongju National Museum not only strives to preserve, exhibit, and research the 
rich history and culture of Silla, it also strives to take leap toward becoming a cultural multi-complex center by 
promoting international exchange opportunities, social education programs, and a variety of special exhibitions. 

  
 

Daereungwon Tomb Complex 
Within Daereungwon Tomb Complex is Cheonmachong Tomb (Ancient Tomb No. 155), which was excavated in 
1973. Cheonmachong Tomb consists of a wooden coffin placed inside an underground chamber mounded with 
boulders and earth, characterized as a typical upper class tomb of the Silla period. The mound has a height of 12.7 
m with a diameter of 50 m, and consists of a layer of rocks collected from streams. Below the rock layer is a 
wooden chamber with a length of 6.5 m and a width of 2.1, reaching 2.1 m in height, with the wooden coffin at its 
center. A total of 11,526 artifacts were discovered within the tomb, including Cheonmado, an artwork considered 
to be highly valuable as it is Korea's first artwork to be excavated from an ancient tomb. 



  
 

Anapji Pond 
Gyeongju Donggung Palace and Wolji Pond was the secondary palace site which was used for the palace of the 
Crown Prince along with other subsidiary buildings and it also was the banquet site for important national event 
and important visitors. After the fall of Silla, the site was abandoned and forgotten. The pond was referred to as 
"Anapji" instead during the time of Goryeo and Joseon period. In the 1980s, pottery fragment with letters “Wolji” 
(a pond that reflects the moon) carved onto it was found, revealing the true name of the pond. After the discovery, 
the site has been renamed to the current Donggung Palace and Wolji Pond. 

  
 

Bulguksa Temple 
Bulguksa Temple is the representative relic of Gyeongju and was designated as a World Cultural Asset by UNESCO 
in 1995. The beauty of the temple itself and the artistic touch of the stone relics are known throughout the world.  

Bulguksa Temple was built in 528 during the Silla Kingdom, in the 15th year of King Beop-Heung's reign (514-540). 
The temple was originally called ‘Hwaeom Bulguksa Temple’ or ‘Beopryusa Temple’ and was rebuilt by Kim Dae-
Seong (700-774), who started rebuilding the temple in 751 during the reign of King Gyeong-Deok (r. 742-765) and 
completed it in 774 during the reign of King Hye-Gong (r. 765-780). Upon completion, the temple’s name was 
changed to Bulguksa.  

Bulguksa Temple underwent numerous renovations from the Goryeo Dynasty (918-1392) to the Joseon Dynasty 
(1392-1910), but was burned down during the Imjin War (Japanese Invasions, 1592-1598).  

Reconstruction started again in 1604 during the 37th year of King Seon-jo’s reign (Joseon Dynasty) and was 
renovated about 40 times until 1805 (during the reign of King Sun-Jo, 1790-1834). After this time, the temple 
suffered serious damage and was often the target of robbers.  



In 1969, the Bulguksa Temple Restoration Committee was formed and in 1973, Mulseoljeon, Gwaneumjeon, 
Birojeon, Gyeongru, and Hoerang (all of which had previously been demolished) were rebuilt. Other old or broken 
sites (such as Daeungjeon, Geungnakjeon, Beomyeongnu and Jahamun) were repaired.  

Even today, Bulguksa Temple is home to many important cultural relics such as Dabotap Pagoda (National Treasure 
No. 20), Seokgatap Pagoda (National Treasure No. 21), Yeonhwa-gyo & Chilbo-gyo Bridges (National Treasure No. 
22), Cheongun-gyo & Baegun-gyo Bridges (National Treasure No. 23), Seokguram Grotto (National Treasure No. 
24), the Golden Seated Vairocana Buddhist Figure (National Treasure No. 26), the Golden Seated Amita Figure 
(National Treasure No. 27), and Saritap Pagoda (Treasure No. 61). 

  
 

Seokguram Grotto 
Seokguram, located on Tohamsan Mountain, is the representative stone temple of Korea. The official name of 
Seokguram, National Treasure No. 24, is Seokguram Seokgul. Designated as a World Cultural Heritage Site by 
UNESCO in 1995, it is an artificial stone temple made of granite. The construction was started by Kim Dae-Seong 
(700-774) in 751 during the reign of King Gyeong-Deok (742-765) of the Silla Kingdom (57 BC - AD 935) and it was 
finished twenty-four years later in 774, during the reign of King Hye-Gong (765-780).  

Seokguram is known to have been built with Bulguksa Temple. According to the history book Samgukyusa of the 
Goryeo Dynasty (the country that unified the Korean peninsula at the end of the Silla Kingdom, 918-1392), Kim 
Dae-Seong had Bulguksa Temple built for his parents in his current life, and Seokguram Grotto for the parents of 
his former life.  

Inside the round-shaped main hall are the Bonjon Statue, Bodhi-sattva and his disciples. The Bonjon figure wearing 
a generous smile is seated on the stage engraved with a lotus flower design. The rounded ceiling looks like a half-
moon or a bow and has a lotus flower decorated cover on it. As the sunrise from this spot is quite beautiful, many 
people climb the mountain at daybreak. 

  
 


