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This online collection was compiled to commemorate the 60th
anniversary of the East-West Center. EWC alumni shared their fondest
memories and how their time spent at the EWC influenced their lives.
The collection will be updated on a periodic basis to feature new
submissions. We hope you enjoy this collection.

Editor's note: East-West Center alumni submissions have been edited to best
accommodate the project's format. Questions, comments, and corrections may be
directed to: alumni@eastwestcenter.org
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Daphne Bell (Roberts)
EWC Affiliation: Institute for Student Interchange, Degree Scholar, 1961-1963
New Zealand

Fondest EWC Memory
I remember sitting underneath a palm tree outside the Antenatal Clinic
in Nanakuli meeting with a young woman and marveling at my good
fortune to be in such a beautiful place. I was there on a field work
placement while studying for a Master of Social Work degree at the
University of Hawaii at a time when there was no equivalent social work
course in New Zealand. As the only New Zealand grantee in 1961 I
enjoyed getting to know the other Pacific Rim grantees, appreciating
the warm aloha welcome from the local community (we were something
of a novelty then) and valuing all that we did and experienced in Hawaii
and later on the mainland study tour. And along the way I developed a
lasting fondness for muumuus and mangoes.
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Current Career/Family Status
On my return to New Zealand, I moved from social work to community
development roles and as our three children grew older was involved in a
number of community organizations and new initiatives. Mike and I also
hosted students from Japan, Italy, and Colombia and have travelled widely.

The East-West Center's Influence
The EWC experience broadened my cross-cultural understanding and
helped to strengthen my commitment to working for social justice. In the
1970s I was involved with the women's movement and have campaigned
since then for equal rights, marching for a number of good causes over
the years. I continue to support and mentor able younger women. Since
the 1980s, New Zealand has become much more ethnically diverse. I
helped to establish a range of settlement services in Hamilton and edited
five editions of New to New Zealand, a handbook of information about 40
ethnic communities here. As a Hamilton city councillor, 2004-2013, I
became increasingly aware of the need to take action on climate change
including sustainable transport options. (I ride an electric bike and drive
an electric car.) I have continued to campaign through the Green Party for
serious action to address climate change, the most pressing issue of our
time.
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Marion Boultbee
EWC Affiliation: Open Grants, Degree Scholar, 1969-1971
United States

2018 Inauguration

Korea Night, Summer 1970: Letha McIntyre, Mary
Landolt, Myung Hwa, me, Maureen Chan

Fondest EWC Memory
The interesting, compassionate, and smart people were the best part of
my EWC experience. Sharing stories in Hale Kuahine and Saga
cafeteria, studying together, Inter-Island Tour, grantee cultural activities
-- all were part of a wonderful cross-cultural experience that resulted in
life-long friendships as well as great memories.
Current Career/Family Status
Happily retired in 2009 after 20 years working with international students and
scholars at Teachers College, Columbia University. Continued connection
with Teachers College through Alumni Council. Delighted to be in good health
and able to travel as well as enjoy NYC's cultural opportunities and volunteer
gardening in Central Park.
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International Night, 1969: "Charleston"
with Ernie Pruden, Kitti Killorin, Woody
Strode, me. (My niece is now using that
dress in her community theater!)

Tantalus, August 1970

The East-West Center's Influence
My EWC experience was crucial to my career path. With my degree and
intercultural skills, I spent many rewarding (if not lucrative) years teaching
ESL/EFL in Japan, the US, and China, including teacher training. I then
returned to the east coast in 1989 to earn my Ed.D. in International
Education Development at Teachers College, Columbia University. Over
the next 20 years, I went from work-study to International Student Advisor
to Director of International Services. Just mentioning that I was an EWC
grantee has given me "instant credibility" (as well as envy) as an
international educator. But the skills and attitudes I acquired there were
the most important for my career development.
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Mary Brown (Hennes)
EWC Affiliation: Institute for Student Interchange, Degree Scholar, 1963-1965
United States

Fondest EWC Memory
I have written a memoir about my travel in India during my EWC field
study in 1964-65.

Current Career/Family Status
I am retired after a career with the US federal government.

The East-West Center's Influence
The EWC grant gave me the opportunity to earn an MA degree in Asian
Studies, and it paved the way to my work career.
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William Collier
EWC Affiliation: Institute for Student Interchange, Degree Scholar, 1960-1962
United States

Fondest EWC Memory
My study tour of six months in Malaysia prepared me for being a
consultant on many projects in Indonesia. At the time, it was impossible
to have a study tour in Indonesia due to the military confrontation
between Indonesia and Malaysia. I believe it was 1965.

Current Career/Family Status
I have recently retired from the consulting company (PT. INTERSYS
Kelola Maju) that I helped establish and carry out studies for fifty years.

The East-West Center's Influence
I made friends with the Indonesian and Thai grantees. I had language
courses in Indonesian and Thai though mostly Indonesian. I received my
PhD from the U. of H. in 1968 (actually awarded in 1969). This
scholarship and education at the EWC made it possible for me to be hired
by the Agricultural Development Council to be an advisor to the Survey
Agroekonomi at the Bogor Agricultural University. Since 1969 to the
present time I have carried out many studies on agricultural development
issues and led many projects supported by the World Band and the Asian
Development Bank. I am presently working on a book on Agrarian Reform
based on my 50 years of research experience in Indonesia. The EWC
made all of this possible.
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Mercedes Da Silva (Rivera)
EWC Affiliation: Institute for Student Interchange, Degree Scholar, 1964-1966
Philippines

Taken in 1966 with Tony Chun, Baden Pere, Inge
Kendall, Tonette Santos

Fondest EWC Memory
Meeting and interacting with friends from different countries and keeping lifelong
friendships with many of them are my fondest memories of EWC! Met my future
husband, Tony da Silva in 1965, married in 1971, and had 4 children. He
passed in 2009. Now I have 12 grandchildren! Music education subjects in UH
and Columbia University for a semester helped me in my future career: teaching
from 1966-2013 in different schools mainly at the International School for 25
years! Memories: international nights, inter-island, East and West Coast tours,
Saga Cafeteria, Jefferson Hall (piano and mailboxes), the Japanese garden,
EWCGA as vice and president (1966) Hanauma Bay, Yolie, Benjie, Willie, Tony
C, Mila, Ron, Joe, Delia, Frances, Eiji, Aiona and so many others!
Current Career/Family Status
At 77, I am thankful for time to be with grand-kids, friends, tutoring when needed,
playing piano, mahjong, reading, helping in the community. Retired from teaching
in schools but never-ending learning!
The East-West Center's Influence
The two years at the East West Center were of the happiest in my life! We
were there when Honolulu was still a quiet city, when the EWC was still
young and growing and when we were young too (22-24 yrs. old)!
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Aye Aye Khaing Fields
EWC Affiliation: Institute for Student Interchange, Degree Scholar, 1963-1965
Myanmar

Fondest EWC Memory
My name is Aye Aye Khaing (Fields) and I attended the University of Hawaii
thanks to a scholarship I received from the East-West Center. During my time at
UH, the students at the East-West Center supported each other through
camaraderie and shared experiences that embodied the principles of the
organization. Many of these people became lifelong friends and would go on to
become successful people in their own right.

Current Career/Family Status
I am currently retired and enjoying time with my family in Boston.
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Aye Aye Khaing Fields (continued)

The East-West Center's Influence
I became a federal officer at Customs and Border Protection at Miami
International Airport and worked there for over two decades before
retiring. During that time, I received several recognition awards for my
service, for being a team leader, and for my work intercepting insects and
other harmful pests before they could enter the United States. I have the
East-West Center to thank for my successful career, which would not
have been achieved without receiving the scholarship that allowed me to
pursue my master’s degrees in Entomology (the study of insects) and
Zoology. Looking back on my life, I can say that I truly appreciate the
East-West Center’s support of my education and I sincerely hope that the
Center can continue to support bright, talented students and give them
the opportunity to become future leaders for generations to come.
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Gulbadan Habibi (Salimi)
EWC Affiliation: Institute for Student Interchange, Degree Scholar, 1967-1970
Afghanistan

Four friends in national costumes in the Japanese
Garden, Jefferson Hall. From left to Right: Bishnu
Pradadhan/Williams (Nepal), Syeda Sabiha Zaida
(Pakistan), Gulbadan Salimi/Habibi (Afghanistan) and
Atifa Azamy/Rowan in Indian Sari (Afghanistan).

Fondest EWC Memory
The journey by plane, then by a huge ship (President Cleveland Line) from Hong
Kong to Honolulu, the exceptional natural beauty around us in Hawaii, my three
roommates in Hale Kuahine, surrounded by love and friendship from countries big
and small, the kindness of amazing EWC staff, the cultural performances on the
stage of Kennedy Theater, preparing and serving our national food in the cafeteria
kitchen in Jefferson Hall, the affection of my host family and so many more that I
consider among the best three years of my life.
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Gulbadan Habibi (Salimi) (continued)

Current Career/Family Status
I retired in 2005 from UNICEF. In 2006, I worked with AREU (Afghanistan
Research and Evaluation Unit) in Kabul on a research project on Afghan
refugees who returned to Nangarhar Province from the North West Frontiers
of Pakistan. I am married to Mirwais Habibi (Civil Engineer, specialized in
Health Facilities Planning). We have two accomplished kids and two lovely
and smart grand kids (Aidan and Amina).

The East-West Center's Influence
The Center shaped my future by opening multiple doors for me to the
academic and international world. I traveled the world advocating for child
protection, human rights of children and women with disabilities and their
access to health, rehabilitation and inclusive education, and the rights of
refugees. Thank you EWC for making it possible for me, as a young woman
from a far away small landlocked country, to enter the world beyond my
imagination and dedicate the rest of my life to worthy humanitarian causes
especially to children and UNICEF. I am forever thankful to you, the EWC, for
the amazing and the unforgettable opportunity you gave me.The EWC opened
the doors and windows to the world for me and for that I am grateful for as
long as I live.
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George Hoskin
EWC Affiliation: Institute for Student Interchange, Degree Scholar, 1966-1968
United States

Fondest EWC Memory
Many memories, mostly involving my roommate. E.G., early in our stay
together at about 2:00 am, my Japanese roommate had made a bowl of
noodles and he was slurping them in traditional loud style. He sensed I
was awake, turned and looked at me and said, "Pardon me for make it
sound so delicious." We are still dear friends!
Current Career/Family Status
I am now retired.
The East-West Center's Influence
Totally everything-I met my wife (Thai), we have been married 51 years
so far, very happily and contentedly, and have a son (born in Hawaiʻi), a
daughter and 4 super grand kids. We both got our MS (zoology) degrees
at UH, I earned a PhD at Lehigh (biology) and we both worked in
research our entire careers. Much of my work was international via Codex
Alimentarius.
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Maria Maskell (Lawrence)
EWC Affiliation: Institute for Student Interchange, 1967-1968
India

Fondest EWC Memory
My fondest memory is of my roommate Gloria Manalang who was from
the Philippines and very beautiful. All the girls at Hale Kuahine were
fantastic.
Current Career/Family Status
I am now retired, after a career as a Secondary School Teacher in the
field of Science. I married an English man and we have a daughter who is
an attorney.
The East-West Center's Influence
My experiences at the Center changed my life completely. On my return
to India I was expected to settle down into an arranged marriage. I
finally decided to leave and since Australia had a shortage of Science
Teachers and I had my A,Y,I, credentials I was able to go there.
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Kazuyuki Matsumoto
EWC Affiliation: Open Grants, Degree Scholar, 1969-1971
Japan

Mehru, Suzi, Suntaree

Fondest EWC Memory
My message and testimony is that the East-West Center in those days
truly nourished a precious treasure that makes its existence unique and
unrivaled.
Current Career/Family Status
I have retired and I'm enjoying a quiet life where every day is Sunday!
"Inter-culturing" with people of Korea, Taiwan, and Hong Kong. Thanks to
the EWC heritage!
The East-West Center's Influence
The East-West Center of 1969-1971 is living in me and continues into the
future. It is my treasure.
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Hendrik (Diddy) Mowilos
EWC Affiliation: Institute for Technical Interchange, 1966-1967
Indonesia

EWC Dixieland band 1967 (I was the drummer)

Fondest EWC Memory
Involvement in cultural events
Current Career/Family Status
I am now retired
The East-West Center's Influence
I received an education in Travel Industry Management
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Sunder Rajan (Soundararajan)
EWC Affiliation: Open Grants, Degree Scholar, 1966-1970
India

Fondest EWC Memory
Gathering at Jefferson Hall during lunch break or in the evenings was such a
pleasant and lively social experience that enabled interaction with grantees from
different countries. We used to have access to a lot of international newspapers,
reading of which made us feel at home.There was a piano in the hall and usually
someone would play beautiful notes. International Day was celebrated in a grand
scale. If I remember correctly it was at least a two hour event. Kennedy Theater
used to be packed with an audience.
Current Career/Family Status
I am now retired.
The East-West Center's Influence
The EWC grant opened the door for me to do my Ph.D. and to become an
internationally reputable agricultural scientist (soil science and biotechnology).
My professors at U.H. ingrained in me the work ethic that helped me in more
than the academic field.
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Ron Richmond
EWC Affiliation: Institute for Student Interchange, Degree Scholar, 1962-1966
Fiji/Australia

Fondest EWC Memory
Great camaraderie with so many nationalities and disciplines in the EWC
environment; fantastic international nights, marrying my first wife Thelma de
Ausen from the Philippines in 1966 and having our reception at the EWC
cafeteria; my summer field camp at the University of Wyoming; plus I also started
the EWC soccer team in 1962 and went on to represent Hawaii in soccer and
rugby when visiting teams came through. Our soccer team had players from Fiji,
Japan, Philippines, Malaysia, Thailand, Pakistan, Indonesia, USA, so it was very
representative of the EWC area.
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Current Career/Family Status
Retired after a career with the Fiji Government as Head of the Mineral
Resources Department, as Director and Exploration Manager in the mining and
petroleum industry in Sydney, and as Director of start-up companies promoting
Telemedicine and Smart Cities in Sydney. I was also a founder of SOPAC
(South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission) in 1972 which was originally a
UNDP Regional Project. In the late 70’s, I was also a member of the Scientific
Review Board of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of
UNESCO. Also, I recently retired as Chief Instructor of Zanshin Shotokan
KarateDo in Sydney Australia.

The East-West Center's Influence
Just amazing. When I finished high school in Suva, Fiji in 1960 I knew I
couldn’t afford to go overseas to university so I worked at Cable & Wireless.
With the EWC scholarship news in 1961, friends & mentors pushed me to
apply and luckily I got the scholarship in 1962. I always wanted to be a
geologist so that was my major. But because of the EWC and UH multidisciplinary approaches I was also exposed to public speaking, meeting
people, psychology, business skills, which was amazing because my career
evolved to senior management roles rather than just geology. Friends that I
have made at the EWC have been friends for life, and I have accidentally run
into them in places like Paris, Sydney, Cape Town, Manila, Guam, San
Francisco. While I am happy with my achievements, I still think of the EWC as
the highlight of my life because that’s where I evolved into who I am – a very
happy retired person with wonderful memories of EWC friends and Honolulu in
the 60’s.
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Ted Solis
EWC Affiliation: Institute for Student Interchange, Degree Scholar, 1965-1967
United States

That's me on the drum, in blue faux batik shirt

Fondest EWC Memory
So many fond memories, but playing bass and singing with "The Fiji Boys" Pacific
Islanders music group with Bermin Weilbacher, Louie Velea, Jack Kavakini, Jim
Makasiale, Manu Tupou, Kamal Prasad, Chris Vandenburg, et al is one. Also
multinational "Hootenanies" singing hangouts in evenings. And so much more.
Current Career/Family Status
Professor of Ethnomusicology, Arizona State University for many years. Three
grownup kids, 5 grandkids.
The East-West Center's Influence
Like everyone else from the Golden early years: for the first time I lived, ate,
laughed, etc. with folks from all over. National political resentments meant
nothing to us.
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Ahsan Vahidy
EWC Affiliation: Institute for Student Interchange, Degree Scholar, 1965-1969
Pakistan

Summer of '67-the best days of my
life'. In front of White House!

Fondest EWC Memory
A fortnight of fun started on boarding American President Luxury Liner, S.S.
Wilson. On board was a team of EWC officials and about 100 grantees from
different countries. The trip culminated at Honolulu Harbor with Hula dancers
joining us on board and putting up a welcoming show. In summer 1967 I
availed the field study program of the EWC and went to UC Davis and got a
chance to interact with Agricultural Extension Personnel. I traveled through
mainland USA visiting places of interest. During the field trip I met a girl, also
an EWC-grantee, whom I married three years later. One of the most
memorable day was Commencement in December 1969, when degree of
Ph.D. was awarded to me. I was excited to note that my name was on top of
the list of graduates.
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Ahsan Vahidy (continued)

Current Career/Family Status
Rehana, my wife and I (both EWC Alumni) are leading retired life in
Pakistan, Singapore and Houston. We have two sons, Hassaan (also an
EWC alumnus!!!) and Farhaan. We have six grand children.

The East-West Center's Influence
I owe thanks to the EWC for helping me build my career. I had a desire
for a higher degree from some institution of an advanced country. This
was fulfilled when the EWC grant was awarded to me in 1965. I changed
my field of studies from Botany to Horticulture. After a couple of
semesters, I qualified for Ph.D. candidacy and the EWC converted my
grant from 12 to 48 months! After completion of Ph.D. in 1969, I returned
to my home country and joined newly created Department of Genetics, as
Assistant Professor. With passage of time I rose to full Professor and held
various academic and administrative appointments. After retirement, I
was selected by the Higher Education Commission as Distinguished
Professor for two years.
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Rehana Vahidy (Faruqi)
EWC Affiliation: Institute for Student Interchange, Degree Scholar, 1966-1968
Pakistan

Meeting President L.B.J. and Lady Bird, 1966

Fondest EWC Memory
It is difficult to pin point any single memory as fondest, each is as cherish-able
as the other. Greeted by my host family, Beth with a flower lei, upon my arrival
at Honolulu airport. Getting a hug from President L.B. Johnson upon his visit to
EWC and shaking hands with the First Lady, Lady Bird. Honored to be
introduced to and shake hands with 37th First Lady, Mrs. Patricia Nixon. Fond
memories are also scattered through out the mainland USA , when the EWC
made us travel through East to West coasts, visiting places of historical,
educational and recreational significance. The moment I walked through the
stage to receive M.S. degree. Getting the appointment letter to work full time in
the department of Microbiology (UH). Last but not least the memory that turned
into reality of my life! Meeting my future life partner, Ahsan A. Vahidy, also a
grantee from Pakistan.
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Rehana Vahidy (Faruqi) (continued)
Current Career/Family Status
In 1970, my last name changed from Faruqi to Vahidy! Ahsan and I have two
sons. Their upbringing and education was my priority, and I guided and
supervised them and prepared them to compete in international markets.
Our elder son Hassaan having degrees in computer science, Finance and
Economics, holds a respectable position in Chevron Singapore.
Our younger son Farhaan, M.D., Ph.D., is Associate Professor in the
department of Neurology, UT, Houston. Our six grandchildren are attending
schools in the best educational systems of the world.
Ahsan and myself, now retired, spend time in USA, Singapore and Pakistan.

The East-West Center's Influence
Education abroad was unaffordable and unthinkable.
At this juncture award of EWC scholarship literally made my parents’
dream come true. At UH, I earned M.S. in Microbiology. During this period
EWC provided me the opportunity to undertake it’s field study program at
one of the mainland Universities, which I did at UCLA. Upon returning to
my home country I was appointed as Assistant Professor in the
department of Microbiology, University of Karachi. Where I taught
Immunology and guided students in research, for over thirty years and
retired as full Professor. The narrative would not be complete without
registering my gratitude to the EWC , which played a vital role in modeling
my career. Mahalo.

23

Ethel Ward (Alikpala)
EWC Affiliation: Institute for Student Interchange, Degree Scholar, 1961-1962
United States

Fondest EWC Memory
February 1961 marked the beginning of countless memorable days for us, the
"pioneers" of the East-West Center. About one hundred of us new grantees were
immersed into a new milieu: Honolulu, Hawaii. Graduate students like me moved
into 2-bedroom apartments for four persons from different ethnic backgrounds, and
located on University Avenue, from where we had to walk up to the UH campus for
our classes and daily meals. The novelty of the continuous daily interaction with
the other grantees as well as the academic-related activities - all these are
ingrained in my memory, especially now as I begin my 85 years of life!
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Ethel Ward (Alikpala) (continued)

Current Career/Family Status
It was an almost smooth transition for me with my newly obtained MA in TESL
to being hired as the ESL teacher at Farrington High School in Kalihi, and
after my semester's sabbatical leave spent at the EWC's Culture Learning
Institute - to becoming the Educational Specialist for ESL for the Hawaii State
Department of Education. This is the position from which I retired in 1993.
With my husband Jack, now also retired from UH, our family composed of
three married daughters/sons-in-law, and 5 grandchildren who call Hawaii our
home.

The East-West Center's Influence
The variety and depth of the intercultural experiences and studies made
possible for me by the East-West Center encapsulate the influence in my
life: academically, professionally, but more critically, in my improved
interpersonal relations with people of a different culture and background
than mine. These have also awakened in me an awareness of a return in
terms of service - particularly to all areas of my community.
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William (Bill) Armbruster
EWC Affiliation: Open Grants, Degree Scholar, 1971-1973
United States

EWC Chancellor Everett Kleinjans; myself; and Senator Daniel Inouye,
July 3, 1973, Kennedy Theatre. Senator Inouye, a member of the
Senate Watergate Committee, addressed the EWC community on
Watergate, just one week after former White House Counsel John
Dean's electrifying testimony before the committee in which he stated
there was a cancer on the presidency. The session with Senator
Inouye was the third event in a series that I organized, with the help of
Jane Harris in the Office of Participant Activities, on American
problems. The first two events were discussions on race relations and
US foreign policy in the post-Vietnam world order. Many thanks to Nick
Higginbotham for taking this photo.

Fondest EWC Memory
It's difficult to pick out a single memory because I have so many great
memories. The most notable include the inter-island tour, field study in
Taiwan, dinners in Hale Kuahine with the food coop, Tuesday nights at
7, movies in Jefferson Hall, and trips to the beach.
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William (Bill) Armbruster (continued)
Current Career/Family Status
I'm secretary and president emeritus of a community association in my
neighborhood in Jersey City, NJ, that I co-founded. It's like a half-time job.
I'm also on the Board of Regents at St. Peter's University, my
undergraduate alma mater, which is a short walk from my home. I'm
usually on campus a couple times a week. I've taken six study abroad
tours led by St. Peter's faculty members - to Italy, Spain, India, Mexico,
Cuba and Greece. I'm also chairman of the NY chapter of the EWCA and
a member of the National Committee on US-China Relations.

The East-West Center's Influence
I arrived at the Center on my 22nd birthday. The Center opened my eyes
to a new world. I had never traveled abroad until I did my field study in
Taiwan. Indirectly, it also led to my career in journalism. I was greatly
impressed by journalists I met at the Center, including Selig Harrison of
the Washington Post, who was writing a book on nationalism in Asia;
Michio Nagai of the Asahi Shimbun, who was director of the
Communications Institute in 1972-73; and the Jefferson Fellows who
spent the spring of '73 at the EWC. They inspired my decision to become
a journalist. In addition, I made so many friends at the Center, both during
my time there, and through my involvement with the alumni chapter in
New York and participation in alumni conferences.
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Susan Dolan (Ballard)
EWC Affiliation: Open Grants, Degree Scholar, 1970-1972
United States

Fondest EWC Memory
All the friends we still have. Coffee in the Saga cafeteria. Sharing food and
birthdays. The garden for pictures and making leis from trees outside
Hale Kuahine.

Current Career/Family Status
Moved all over the world (38 times). Retired, traveling, and enjoying
grandchildren in Texas.

The East-West Center's Influence
Opened my eyes to the wonderful people and places. Able to enjoy
wherever we were because of the EWC year.
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Najma Haque
EWC Affiliation: Population Institute, Degree Scholar, 1972-1975
Bangladesh

Enjoying sunny Waikiki Beach

Fondest EWC Memory
Where do I begin? There are so many. Meeting my host Mom the first time
walking through Waikiki shopping malls, hotels, Sea Life Park, being chosen for
the special Hana orientation group. Celebrating my passing comprehensives
(prior to going on fieldwork collecting data). Joining the most expensive dinner
and show (Emma). Starting the first cooking co-op at the EWC. Watching and
walking up the desolate lava-covered vast fields to the Mauna Kea eruption from
the crater; visiting other islands, hiking in Kauai, the leper colony in Molokai;
ocean cruise on the Pacific. Last but not the least taking several Hula courses at
UH and performing at the Kennedy Theatre.
Current Career/Family Status
I have retired as a Professor of Geography & Environment, under the
Ministry of Education.
The East-West Center's Influence
EWC provided a scholarship for me to pursue higher studies in Population
Geography, exposing me to this vast field through research, seminars and
conferences. The opportunity to visit several Asian countries, the US mainland in
its cultural diversity and beauty, physical and social.
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LeRoy Hollenbeck
EWC Affiliation: Resource Systems Institute, Degree Scholar, 1977-1979
United States

Fondest EWC Memory
Being immersed in and exposed to a deeply rich inter-cultural experience,
meeting and making new friends from all over Asia and the Pacific.
Current Career/Family Status
Currently the Director Social Responsibility and Community Development,
Freeport-McMoRan, based in Phoenix, AZ. But we shall always maintain
our Kailua home. Job entails travel to Papua Province, Indonesia, 5 - 6
times a year engaging with local, indigenous communities within the
mining company's area of operations on sustainable socioeconomic
initiatives.
The East-West Center's Influence
Exposed to and internalizing the rich inter-cultural environment offered by
the EWC experience contributed to my career decision to live and work in
Indonesia for over 30 years; each job focused on seeking sustainable
outcomes and improved livelihoods for local communities.
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Muhammad Ibrahim
EWC Affiliation: Open Grants, Degree Scholar, 1977-1981
Pakistan

Fondest EWC Memory
The EWC volunteer program and helping the handicap children in an Oahu
Special school for about two semesters. In addition, I lead plantation of
Manoa Stream. I still remember the friendship with our alumni officer Madam
Rose Nakamura and Madam Sumi Makey. At that time Mr. Kleinjans was
EWC president. I used to stand in front of Jefferson Hall and read
international newspapers. I still remember my friends A Rashid, Muhammad
Ashraf, Mr. G Ring, Madam Syeda Arfa Zahra, Ms. G. Siddique, Mr. G. Bhatti,
and many others. I'd often spent days with my host family Dr. Norman and
Lettezia Geschwind and enjoyed staying with them. During my Ph.D. degree
program I did work with Prof. Yoshinori Kanehero and Prof. R. L. Fox. They
were wonderful helpers and human beings. My other professors in the Soil
Science Department were Dr. Guru Ohara, Dr. Mitiko Habte, Dr. Samir, Dr. R.
S. Yost and others. Dr. Makhdum Shah and his wife Nasra were very helpful
in grooming children in Mosque for teaching Holly Book Quraan. Quite often I
went to Research Forms at Waimanalo and Waipahu field work where Dr.
Muhammad Ashraf was very helpful. I still remember a tour conducted on the
Big Island and enjoyed wonderful lava flow with my tour.
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Current Career/Family Status
After coming back from EWC I built Alumni Chapters at Hyderabad,
Islamabad, Lahore and Faisalabad. In Punjab Government I worked for
34 years on various positions and retired as Director from Soil Salinity
Research Institute Pindi Bhattian, Hafizabad. During my job I visited some
countries and presented research papers. In appreciation of research
work Pakistan awarded me two hundred thousand Pakistani Rupees and
published my name in a book as Productive Scientist. During my job my
daughter Asifa got married and now she has two sons going to the
University. Her husband Dr. Sarfraz Ali is Brigadier in Pakistan Army.

The East-West Center's Influence
The EWC has change my life. The MS and Ph.D. degrees were very
helpful in my career. The exposure to an international community at the
EWC was a great help to me.
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Mary Johnson (Dickens)
EWC Affiliation: Communication Institute, Degree Scholar, 1976-1978
United States

Backdrop Calligraphy from White Jade Buddha
Temple in Shanghai, PRC when I was teaching
there for a month in 86 for Phillips Language
Learning Systems out of Tokyo.

Fondest EWC Memory
Staying at Hale Mānoa years later as an alum with my late husband Donald
H. Johnson, Sr.
Current Career/Family Status
Studying online PhD program at Walden University Public Policy/law on
subject of sea level rise in Hawaiʻi
The East-West Center's Influence
I was able to live abroad for 2 1/2 years in the 80's on IBM assignment as
spouse when many others returned home to U.S.A. (in Japan and Hong
Kong)
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Chen-ching (David) Li
EWC Affiliation: Culture Learning Institute, Degree Scholar, 1973-1977
Taiwan

Meeting and shaking hands with US
Senator J. William Fulbright during the
groundbreaking ceremony of the John A.
Burns Hall on Jan. 12, 1976.

Fondest EWC Memory
One of my many cherished memories as a degree student is the "International
Fair" sponsored by EWC and Friends of EWC at Kamehameha Room on
March 23, 1974. On behalf of grantees from Taiwan, I demonstrated the
writing of Chinese calligraphy where I translated visitors' names into Chinese
and explained the phonetic and semantic features of the translated names.
This innovative cultural activity has been modeled since 1974 by many
universities in the US mainland. On January 12, 1976, I was fortunate to
bump into Senator J. William Fulbright who was invited to participate in the
groundbreaking ceremony of the John A. Burns Hall. I had the chance of
talking and shaking hands with Senator Fulbright on the groundbreaking site.
In addition, I also chatted with Dr. Mary Bitterman, CEO of National Public
Radio.
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Chen-ching (David) Li (continued)
Current Career/Family Status
Retired from National Taiwan Normal University and Shih Hsin University.
In between, I was recruited to serve as the director general of the Bureau
of International Culture and Education Relations, the Ministry of
Education.

The East-West Center's Influence
It's the EWC's thorough training and programs that fostered my skills and
qualification for my careers both in Taiwan and in the US. I am grateful to
all the researchers and staff who helped me accomplish my academic
goal. The talk with Senator Fulbright has been memorable since my
career after leaving EWC has been involved in international education
exchanges and international organizations such as APEC and OECD.
What is more important is that I had a reunion with Senator Fulbright
again in Washington, D.C. in 1994, when I was recruited from my
university (National Taiwan Normal University) to work in Washington,
D.C. as the director of Culture Division of TECRO, Taiwan's de facto
embassy in the US. The first meeting at EWC prompted an enthusiastic
conversation between Senator and Mrs. Fulbright and me in 1994. It's
indeed the EWC experience that bridged such a unique connection for us
in the span of 18 years.
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Bob Litteral
EWC Affiliation: Culture Learning Institute, 1977
United States

Fondest EWC Memory
I was representing Papua New Guinea as [at the time] there were no
PNGeans with sufficient university education to attend. I enjoyed involvement
with participants from many cultures and the many cultural activities they
shared.

Current Career/Family Status
I retired in 2005 because of my wife's health. After she passed in 2007, I
have been traveling around the world each year (Kenya, India, Nepal, and
Papua New Guinea) assisting with literacy and multilingual education.

The East-West Center's Influence
It placed me on the path to being a literacy and multilingual education
consultant with SIL International. I continue in that role today.
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Kwang-ho Meng
EWC Affiliation: Population Institute, Degree Scholar, 1979-1983
Republic of Korea

Korean booth at the International Food
Fair at the EWC.

Fondest EWC Memory
One of the fondest and joyful memories I have is a letter from the EWC
Program Office on July 14, 1980. In that letter, they said that they received a
letter from UH indicating that I scored a straight A average during the Spring
semester, 1980.
Current Career/Family Status
I am now a Professor Emeritus at the Catholic University of Korea College
of Medicine, Seoul, Korea. I was former Dean of the medical school, and
the School of Public Health, CUK. I also served as the Commissioner of
Youth Protection Commission of the Korean government from 2010-2012,
and one of 36 members of the International Bioethics Committee,
UNESCO from 2005-2010.
The East-West Center's Influence
It certainly has contributed a great deal to my career. I am the only
medical doctor in Korea who got a PhD degree in US as a EWC grantee.
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Il Young Moon
EWC Affiliation: Culture Learning Institute, 1975-1976
Republic of Korea

Fondest EWC Memory
We are going to celebrate Prof. Barbara Smith's 100th Happy Birthday
conference and concert lead by Prof. B.W Lee, Music Department, UH in
June, 2020. Ms. Smith was a coordinator for the Center's Cultural Program.

Current Career/Family Status
Retired, very limited teaching and volunteer as an ambassador of Music
Center to build better society.
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Sri Tencate (Puspasari Kasiman)
EWC Affiliation: Cultural Learning Institute, Degree Scholar, 1974-1975
Indonesia

EWC Conference in Hanoi, Vietnam 2006.
From left to right: Shahabuddin Shafie and his
wife from Malaysia, me, my husband, and Poh
Kok Kian from Malaysia

Fondest EWC Memory
The East West Center granted me the opportunity to travel for the first time to
the United States and to study at the University of Hawaiʻi at Manoa. I had the
chance to travel to Michigan, New Mexico, California, Illinois, and
Washington, D.C. to visit other universities in the summer of 1975. The crosscultural experience I gained from people I met and who came from many
places in the United States, the Pacific Islands, and Asia was one of the
highlights of my memorable stay at the East-West Center. Jefferson Hall and
Saga cafeteria were our favorite gathering places. Hale Kuahine was a home
away from home since we were like an extended ohana. Also, I met my
husband at Hale Manoa through a friend who was also an East-West Center
grantee. Upon completion of my grant, I returned to my hometown in Medan,
Indonesia to resume teaching English at the university in North Sumatra.
While at the Center, I had a loving host family in Hilo and we are still in touch.
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Current Career/Family Status
I recently retired after 32 years of serving as a public librarian at the
Molokai Public Library with the Hawaiʻi State Public Library System. My
husband and I currently reside in Kapolei, West Oʻahu. Now I spend my
time doing volunteer work in the community, taking a class at the
University of Hawaiʻi, West Oʻahu, reading, painting, gardening, and
walking for exercise. We have a son and a grand-daughter.

The East-West Center's Influence
The East-West Center enabled me to study in Hawaiʻi and obtain my
graduate degree from the University of Hawaiʻi at Manoa. I pursued my
goals to become a teacher of English As a Second Language and later as
a public librarian.
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John Thomas
EWC Affiliation: Open Grants, Degree Scholar, 1977-1979
United States

With Rose Nakamura and Open Grants
friends in 1977

Fondest EWC Memory
Delightful smells coming from Hale Mānoa kitchens at the end of the day and
weekend hikes with EWC friends along Hawaiian trails and mountains.
Current Career/Family Status
Retired career Foreign Service Officer with US Agency for International
Development (USAID), now living in Arlington, Virginia. My wife and I
volunteer for local non-profits helping seniors age in place and stay
socially active. I still enjoy outdoor activities, hiking, and regular exercise.
The East-West Center's Influence
My wife (Carmencita Lim, Philippines, Population Institute, 1977-1981)
and I met at the EWC 42 years ago; we've been married now for 38
years. Both of us worked for USAID - me in agriculture and she in
administration. You'd think that with our EWC and SE Asian experience
we'd be assigned to countries in Asia. But no, we lived and worked
overseas for 22 years in mostly Africa. It was great!
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Layla Yaftaly (Ebrahim)
EWC Affiliation: Open Grants, Degree Scholar, 1978-1980
Afghanistan

True friends are rare!

Fondest EWC Memory
EWC not only gave me a friend for life but another family. I met Arfa Zehra
over 40 years ago in Hale Mānoa when she had wounded her head in the
shower. Speaking of turning negative into positive! She stood by me during
the most difficult times of my life; political turmoil in Afghanistan and losing
loved ones. I value her friendship and I’m very proud of her achievements.
Not only us but our families are close friends. I spent the worst time of my life
in the best place on earth, beautiful Hawaiʻi!
Current Career/Family Status
Just retired, starting a new chapter, saying hello to pension, keeping busy
with gardening, baking, reading, yoga and enjoying family and friends.
The best part of the day is to wake up without an alarm!
The East-West Center's Influence
I’ll be forever grateful to EWC for giving me this opportunity.
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Amanda Ellis
EWC Affiliation: Open Grants, Degree Scholar, 1986-1989
New Zealand

Fondest EWC Memory
Meeting my wonderful husband Keric Chin!
Dancing hula and sharing food in the Hale Manoa kitchens.
Current Career/Family Status
Very happily married, back in Hawaii living in Manoa with son Mitchell, a
junior at Punahou. Retired from the NZ Foreign Ministry in 2018 after
stints as Ambassador to the UN (Geneva) during NZ’s Security Council
bid and membership, Deputy Secretary International Development and
Head of the NZ Aid Program (first woman!). Now working with ASU Julie
Ann Wrigley Global Institute of Sustainability and Global Futures trying
desperately to help save the planet from the climate crisis, as Wrigley
sees Hawaii as a living lab for sustainability, grounded in indigenous
wisdom that serves as a positive model for the world.
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The East-West Center's Influence
As for so many of us, EWC was a life changing experience, living with so
many different cultures and making lifelong friendships with wonderful
people from so many countries across the region - and the BEST training
for my early career roles as economist at the OECD, International
Secretariat for PECC, Senior Official for APEC, and later at the World
Bank and the United Nations. I have kept in touch through service on the
local NZ chapter board, EWCA, providing an annual EWC scholarship for
young women from NZ/Pacific and now serving as President of the
Alumni.
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Arjumand Faisel
EWC Affiliation: Open Grants, Degree Scholar, 1987-1988
Pakistan

Still love Aloha shirts!

Fondest EWC Memory
No doubt it is of interactions with the profoundly loving lady - Rose Nakamura.
She welcomed my wife and children so affectionately and warmly that they
settled in a new and very different environment instantly and enjoyed every
minute of their presence at EWC. This was a blessing as it helped me in
focusing on studies and extracurricular activities. Rose was like a godmother
and is unforgettable as she has spread love across the globe to many families
and hundreds of individuals. I also cherish our kitchen meetings at Hale
Manoa. Two Chinese, Chen and Gao An Ming became very good friends. I
used to love their food and they enjoyed mine, hence we often cooked for
each other. After-dinner discussions with kitchen participants were also great
fun and provided lots of insights on many topics and proved to be lifeimpacting learning experiences.
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Current Career/Family Status
After working as Public Health Specialist at the Aga Khan University in
Karachi, USAID Islamabad, WHO-EMRO in Egypt, Chief Excecutive of
Arjumand And Associates, I retired from active service in 2016. Currently,
besides being President of EWCA-Islamabad Chapter, now working as
Curator of Gallery 6 – the largest private sector gallery in Islamabad and
also as Trustee of Horizon International Trust that provided free education
to underprivileged children. Also, Health Ministry has appointed me a
member of a few national committees.
The East-West Center's Influence
I learned to smile a lot – a very major change in my personality and
developed understanding of people. Interactions with peers from very
diverse cultural backgrounds and religions opened up my mind and I
learned to understand others, and to appreciate why people would react
in a certain way, to become much more tolerant, to open up to diverse
opinions and adapt to new ideas and thinking. Hence, EWC equipped me
with skills to be a better human being and a better person to understand
the diversity among human beings and to be tolerant to all. On returning
back in 1988, I found that my colleagues that went to other Universities in
the US were not as enriched as I was. It reflected clearly in public health
practice. They were very bookish in their approach, while I had a better
understanding of the community, hence responded to its needs in a more
useful way. Within few months of return after acquiring a MPH from UH, I
was selected by the USAID/Pakistan to be part of the $62 million health
program. Hence the EWC scholarship and UH degree served as a spring
board for my career.
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Sanda Kha
EWC Affiliation: Open Grants, Degree Scholar, 1983-1985
Myanmar

Fondest EWC Memory
When I first arrived in Honolulu, I was too nervous to talk to people from
cosmopolitan cities for two reasons. The first reason is that it was the first time
for me to go abroad, plus I am xenophobic. The second reason is that I had
an inferiority complex about studying English among the native speakers. The
EWC community changed my attitude. They gave me opportunities to have
friends from different countries, such as Canada, Papua New Guinea, New
Zealand, China, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, America, Fiji, etc. How can I forget
those sweet memories? On top of that, I am not xenophobic anymore. After
working as a teacher trainer in Myanmar for about 8 years, I travelled a lot
working as a teacher. Thank you very much EWC. Last but not least, after
studying at the University of Hawaii for about 2 years, I have more confidence
in teaching English as a second/foreign language not only in Myanmar but in
other Asian countries as well.
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When we first arrived, the students welcomed
us.

Current Career/Family Status
I work as a consultant (only for teaching English) to two schools without
taking salary. One is ' UNITY Private School' (Mandalay, Myingyan, and
Kyaukse). The other is 'KGI International School' in Mandalay. Apart from
that, I am the founder of 'DAW SANDA MYAT KHA Education Foundation'
with the objective "to renovate the primary schools which are ruined and
not presentable in villages."
The East-West Center's Influence
What I have done so far are only because of the EWC influence.
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William (Bill) Onorato
EWC Affiliation: Resource Systems Institute, 1986, 1988-1989
United States

With my family 2 years ago in Maui

At the Bonzai Pipeline Beach last April

Fondest EWC Memory
I participated as a speaker and panelist from the World Bank at numerous
EWC events for the Oceans Program, but most memorable was the
"Workshop on Offshore Hydrocarbon Regulation and Management and
Prospects for Joint Development in South-East and East Asia," in Bali,
Indonesia, in January of 1989. We were hosted at the beachfront Pertamina
Cottages enclave by Pertamina and co-sponsored by ASCOPE, IITOPS and
Petro Canada. During the course of the Workshop we fostered dialogue and
consensus between the government representatives from Thailand and
Malaysia and got them to agree in principle to establishing a petroleum Joint
Development Area in the Gulf of Siam, where they had a longstanding
offshore border dispute. It took awhile thereafter but they finally established
the first ever JDA in Asia. The EWC's mediation made this success possible.
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Current Career/Family Status
I retired awhile ago as Legal Adviser, Energy, for the World Bank in
Washington, DC. I conduct a private consulting practice worldwide on
energy/petroleum issues and I act from time-to-time as a party-appointed
arbitrator and/or expert witness in energy-related international
arbitrations. I am also an Honorary Fellow of CEPMLP of the University of
Dundee in Scotland. I currently live in McLean, VA, USA.

The East-West Center's Influence
By extending the reach of my upstream petroleum expertise into South
East and East Asia. Also by the numerous networking and cooperative
relationships I developed through participating in EWC events.
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Vasanthi Ranganathan
EWC Affiliation: Open Grants, Degree Scholar, 1987-1989
India

Connecting home and Hawaiʻi from Burns Hall

Fondest EWC Memory
Being Editor of Horizon, along with David Mongold, helped me gain insights
into the many thoughts penned by various international participants. Attending
luncheon workshops on cross-cultures organized by Dr. Richard Brislin of ICC
helped me to learn immensely and later put it to good use when I did
workshops in Chennai on cross-cultural issues in the early 90's. My host
family experiences with Trudy Wong helped me initiate a year long plan of a
holiday in India for Shironee and also helped me come back and stay with
them when I attended the EWC alumni conference in 2010. Giving
presentations in various schools on Indian culture, making a presentation on
Sati, a ritual of India. Chairing International festival for the cultural program
helped me make capsules on Indian culture which today may help in
developing cultural tourism. Working with Dr. Saleem Ahmed of RSI on sociocultural aspects of Neem helped me research rites and rituals which are
handed over to generations by the family. Picking mangoes while walking
across EWC, rainbows falling across you as we sat under the trees, cooking
and having varied cuisines, calling across to each other, was all fun.
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Current Career/Family Status
Resource Head, Lake View L & D Center. I plan a number of highly
interactive lessons for students in schools, colleges and community on
career choices and employment. Ravishankar graduated from Kaimuki
High, treasures his learning of Taekwondo from Dan Romano, is
president of K-7 academy teaching cyber security. Grand son is in the
2nd year medical program. Anuradha attended St. Francis, is now a home
maker, mother of 2, my 1st granddaughter is an engineer, gold medalist
management graduate. I lost my best half who visited EWC 6 times
during my 4 year study

The East-West Center's Influence
I returned to India in 1991. I have since established neighborhood
counselling centers in almost 5 states as entrepreneurial enterprises.
Offered a number of training programs in corporates and communities on
Career choices. Now launching Thinnai Palli as an After school enterprise
focusing on local development for cultural tourism
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Curtis Smith
EWC Affiliation: Institute for Culture and Communication, Degree Scholar, 1989-1991
United States

Fondest EWC Memory
My fondest memories of my wife's and my time at the EWC include making
interesting new friends while living in Hale Mānoa, having a feeling of
community and support within the Center, and our educational trips to such
destinations as the Big Island and Kalaupapa. Of course, my fondest memory
was the birth of our Son, Christof, during the last few months of my fellowship.

Current Career/Family Status
I am currently Professor of Chinese and Chair of the Department of World
Languages and Literatures at California State University, Sacramento.
My wife and I have one son, who completed his Ph.D. in February, 2019,
is now completing his M.D. as part of the Medical Scientist Training
Program (MSTP).

The East-West Center's Influence
The East-West Center was essential to my transition from a college
graduate to a graduate student with academic aspirations. Thanks to the
Center's support, I was able to complete my M.A. in Chinese literature
and continue to earn my Ph.D. in Chinese from National Taiwan Normal
University, and then teach in tenured positions in Taiwan and the United
States.
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David Stilwell
EWC Affiliation: Institute for Culture and Communication, Degree Scholar, 1987-1988
United States

Jan and Dave enjoying all that Hawaiʻi has to
offer. EWC is perfectly placed.

Fondest EWC Memory
Friday nights at the club cottage. Doug Lamerson would bring a boom box
and his cassette tapes. One Friday at the end of the semester fellow Air
Force 2LT Keric Chin and I brought a keg of beer and some meat to grill and
suddenly all was right with the world. I danced with my future wife Jan
Watanabe for the first time that night.
Current Career/Family Status
I leave Hawaiʻi this month (June 2019) to serve in the US State Department
as Assistant Secretary, East Asia Pacific. East-West Center equipped me
well. Our kids grew up all over the US and Asia as we moved from base to
base and are now on their own making the world a better place.
The East-West Center's Influence
The Hale Mānoa experience is like no other. Having the opportunity to
cook and share meals with Mr. Wang from China, Ms. Fang from
Malaysia, Mr. Tan from Singapore and Mr. Aswathanarayana from India
opened my eyes to a much wider world.
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Rajesh Aggarwal
EWC Affiliation: Program on Population, 1996
India

Celebrating India's Republic Day at Hale
Manoa, 1996

High-class technology at work in 1996

Current Career/Family Status
I am an Associate Professor at the Population Research Centre, Centre
for Research in Rural and Industrial Development (CRRID), in
Chandigarh, India

The East-West Center's Influence
Treating the world as a global village.
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Bo (Christopher) Cui
EWC Affiliation: Education Program, Degree Scholar, 1994-1996
United States

First Halloween Party at EWC

Fondest EWC Memory
Photos fade but memories are forever. Our fondest EWC memory is the birth
of our older son while we were at the Center.

Current Career/Family Status
I am an Executive Editor-in-Chief of five international medical journals

The East-West Center's Influence
The Center has given me an international perspective when looking at
what is happending around the world.
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Kuo-Ching Lin
EWC Affiliation: Institute for Economic Development and Policy, 1991
Taiwan

Paid a visit to EWC on
7 September 2017 and took a photo with
President Dr. Richard Vuylsteke.

Fondest EWC Memory
I was invited as a visiting fellow to stay in the East-West Center for a month
and shared an office with a professor from Tokyo University. This was a
wonderful experience for me. The research project financed by EWC was
published as a book. I really appreciate and treasure this experience.
Current Career/Family Status
I have been a professor for 33 years, teaching in National University of
Singapore and National Taiwan University. I retired from National Taiwan
University two year ago. Currently I am working in an international
organization, Food and Fertilizer Technology Center for the Asian and
Pacific Region (FFTC). I am Director of FFTC.
The East-West Center's Influence
The Center has helped me to build up international contacts and work on
important issues in the Asian and Pacific Region.
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Linda Miller
EWC Affiliation: Consortium for Teaching Asia and the Pacific in Schools, 1991
United States

July 1991 outside the center

Fondest EWC Memory
I enjoyed learning the creative teaching strategies from Dr. David Grossman
and Namji Steineman. I used them in my classroom.
Current Career/Family Status
I retired after teaching 40 years in Secondary Social Studies and College
in Education Department. I am a first person interpreter for the life of the
founding mother of Las Vegas Helen J. Stewart. I have been to Hawaiʻi at
least once a year since 2009.
The East-West Center's Influence
I won 28 teaching awards and made me a more creative teacher. I also
was selected for the Asia and Pacific Islander award at the College of
Southern Nevada.
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Anny Wong
EWC Affiliation: Education Program, Degree Scholar, 1991-1996
Hong Kong

Fondest EWC Memory
Hale Manoa kitchen: to the left Thais and Indians cooking curries with their
own country flavors; to the right, Japanese eating a plate of Japanese curry;
we all connected by so much as a result of history, trade, human exchanges.
Race, ethnicity, languages, etc. may differ but we also all sit down to eat and
share each other's foods. When food is offered, along with nutrition comes
with it culture, history, family traditions and sincere generosity and hospitality.
When food is taken, it is trust, acceptance and the beginning of a
conversation and maybe even a lifelong friendship. More relationships and
learning are possibly enabled at the kitchens and tables in Hale Manoa and
Hale Kuahine than the conference rooms at Burns Halls and Jefferson Hall.

Current Career/Family Status
Based in northern Virginia, individual consulting on political and business
environment for industry clients, working on my Japan culture-related
book projects, fostering rescue Cocker Spaniels, living a wonderful life
with my BFF whom I met at EWC.

The East-West Center's Influence
EWC tuition and living support paid for the bulk of my Ph.D. program and
come out debt free. More importantly, appreciating multicultural living,
learning, dialogues, and friendships that have made my life far richer.
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Mei Hui Chang
EWC Affiliation: Education Program, Degree Scholar, 2007-2009
Taiwan

Fondest EWC Memory
It was a cute dorm, and atmosphere was always lively and relaxed. The rent
was the cheapest in that area. It wouldn't have worked if I had to rent an
apartment off-campus.

Current Career/Family Status
I live in Taiwan, in my hometown. I contracted work from US companies
so I've been able to afford a comfortable lifestyle with short work hours.
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Tini Kustini (Djuardiman)
EWC Affiliation: Education Program, AsiaPacificEd Institute, 2004
Indonesia

A cultural exchange in Toby Edwards' Alternative Learning Center
class at Rogers Middle School.

Fondest EWC Memory
Cross-cultural learning opportunities in Asia for students, and visiting teachers
programs for Asian and American teachers to work alongside their peers.

Current Career/Family Status
I am currently a teacher.
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Xuan (Thi Manh) Le
EWC Affiliation: Education Program, Degree Scholar, 2005-2007
Vietnam

Fondest EWC Memory
Remembering the place where I had always come to study, and
communicating with other staff and students in some activities such as
international cultures, Lion Club, political conferences and so on.
Current Career/Family Status
I am retired.
The East-West Center's Influence
Very helpful. Staff there were enthusiastic, open minded, and
knowledgeable. I love them and love EWC.
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Fidelis Leite Magalhaes
EWC Affiliation: Open Grants, Degree Scholar, 2003-2006
Timor-Leste

Fondest EWC Memory
The biggest experience at EWC was Wednesday evening seminars. I believe
I learned so much from the seminars and academic discussions.

Current Career/Family Status
I now serve as Minister for Legal Reforms and Parliamentary Affairs of
Timor-Leste

The East-West Center's Influence
I had great access to literature and many very smart friends. Our
discussions over dinner and drinks taught me so much. Things I learned
continue to inform my decisions and world view.
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Lam Nguyen (Bao)
EWC Affiliation: Research Program, Summer Seminar on Population, 2007
Vietnam

Fondest EWC Memory
I very appreciate what warmly members of EWC during my Summer time in
EWC. Hale Mānoa building also made me impressed with an open kitchen &
restroom! Thanks
Current Career/Family Status
I am working in Department of Planning and Architecture, Ministry of
Construction, Vietnam

The East-West Center's Influence
The EWC changed my mind of some ideas of civil society & how people
take care of each other, together.
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Cindy Yoshiko Shirata
EWC Affiliation: EWC/EWCA International Conference, Tokyo, 2004
Japan

Fondest EWC Memory
When I was working as the Secretary General of the Science Council of Asia, I
made a great connection with EWC alumni in many different countries through
the alumni office. Due to these connections, many countries joined the Science
Council of Asia, building a larger scientific network in Asia.
Current Career/Family Status
I am a Council Member in the Japan Ministry of Justice, an outside board
member of two Japanese public companies, and outside auditor of public
companies in Japan. I also teach accounting class at a university as the
Visiting Professor.

65

Naima Abdallah
EWC Affiliation: Professional Development Program, Senior Journalists Seminar, 2018
Tunisia

Fondest EWC Memory
I think that my participation in the senior journalists seminar in 2018 was the greatest
experience of my journalist career. The study tour and the high quality of issues and
discussion has provided me the opportunity to deepen my knowledge regarding the
constitutional structure of the USA and separation of the three powers. The visit to a
mosque, and for the first time in my life to a church and Jewish synagogue gave me
an overview of the religious landscape, how minorities live, and their contribution to
politics, economy, and in culture. What I saw, what I have lived, will remain in my
memory for long time. I think that I was so lucky to live this experience.
Current Career/Family Status
I am a news producer on public Tunisian television. I am a mother with two children
The East-West Center's Influence
I'm very thankful for EWC which was the bridge that helped me to meet many
journalists from more than fourteen countries with different backgrounds, different
culture, and working in different media. New horizons were opened to build my
professional network. The high quality of discussions regarding religion in
the public sphere was a great opportunity to deepen the approach and the
awareness as a senior journalist
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Dita Anggraini
EWC Affiliation: Professional Development Program, YSEALI, 2018
Indonesia

"cahya abisatya team". The team that worked
during my program and ended up still working together until now.
The best team I ever had!

Fondest EWC Memory
During the 5 weeks program with the EWC, I developed a strong interest in
environmental issues and leadership. I found amazing mentors that are still
closely working and support me until now. More than that, with 2 other fellows
from the program, I established an innovation lab about food-energy-water
nexus that are still operating. I found the best team ever that works perfectly
with me and my passion.
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Current Career/Family Status
Currently, I am working as a renewable energy engineer and project
management associate in Green School Bali and also developing my
innovation lab in Indonesia.

The East-West Center's Influence
EWC put a very strong leadership foundation in me to pursue a career
based on my passion. EWC also taught me to 'fall in love with the
problem' and not focus directly on the solution. That value is really
changing my perspective on seeing the problem around me. I have
become wiser, stronger, and more optimistic. In addition, in EWC
meetings, many experts and amazing people opened up collaborations
that still works like magic now. We are still working together in many
opportunities.
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Seema Aziz
EWC Affiliation: Asia Pacific Leadership Program, 2010-2011
Pakistan

Potluck celebrations organized by EWC

Fondest EWC Memory
It was a memorable time I have spent during my APLP fellowship from August
2010 to May 2011. It's now almost 9 years when I attended that course in
Hawaiʻi and South East Asia. Each and every moment I spent was memorable
but here I am sharing some pictures of international potluck event organized
by EWC where we share our food and cultures.
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Current Career/Family Status
Currently I am working with a private company as the Gender Monitoring
Officer based at NWFP, Peshawar, Pakistan.

The East-West Center's Influence
Exposure and experience I received from my fellowship helped me for
selecting my career path. My stay in South Asia as an EWC delegate
offered me plenty of opportunities to mingle with cross culture, research
opportunities with multinational companies and connections I built with
highly qualified professionals from different institutions. Today, what I am
and where I am credit goes to my people and the East-West Center.
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Karizza Bravo-Sotelo
EWC Affiliation: Education Program, 2015
Philippines

Fondest EWC Memory
My experience at EWC was one of the highlights of my 20's. It paved the way
for me to meet and collaborate with amazing people from the ASEAN region —
leaders who are making a difference in their respective fields. Likewise, my
classroom experience was rewarding. But more than the classroom experience,
I was fortunate to explore the beautiful island of Hawaii and enjoy its rich
cultural heritage.
Current Career/Family Status
Presently, I am an Instructional Coaching Manager of Teacher Fellows
at Teach for the Philippines, a for-purpose, non-profit organization that
provides inclusive, relevant, and excellent education to Filipinos.
The East-West Center's Influence
Though at first I was having second thoughts about joining the program because it
meant that my studies had to take a back seat, I believe that the experience was a
breather for me because when I returned to the Philippines, I was fired up to finish
my master’s thesis. The program I joined in helped to a great extent to crystallize
my research ideas.
71

Abdul Jabbar Chaudhary (Tabassum)
EWC Affiliation: East-West Seminars Program, Pakistan-US Journalist Exchange, 2015
Pakistan

I met noble laureate Kailash Satyarthi in Delhi
at the International media conference in 2016

Fondest EWC Memory
The EWC exchange made my career. I visited India, did reporting on how
India eradicated polio. I developed strong coordination among Indian
Journalists and till date we are not only in touch but also collaborating, sharing
content on a need basis. I have developed very strong professional and
personnel relations due to one visit that was provided by EWC .
Current Career/Family Status
I am a journalist, working with Express News (A TV channel in Pakistan)
The East-West Center's Influence
Professionally, now India is on my cell phone.
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Jennie Englund
EWC Affiliation: Education Program, 2011
United States

Researching Surf Culture at the
Bishop Museum

Fondest EWC Memory
Upon arriving at Lincoln Hall at 11 PM, I discovered I had lost my cell phone. The
receptionist was very helpful--the first face of the East-West Center for me. She tracked
down my phone which had been left behind in the taxi, and had it returned to me in
minutes. Her kindness and warmth was mirrored in many other teachers and staff, such
as Barbara Andaya and Sandi Osaki. The people of the East-West Center are among
the most wonderful humans I've come across!
Current Career/Family Status
Currently, I am a young adult author and adjunct instructor of composition at Rogue
Community College in Oregon.
The East-West Center's Influence
Watching foreign films in the authentic theater, being surrounded by art and exhibits like
President Obama's mother's photography, and cradled in the arms of Japanese
gardens, the East-West Center's sense of place awakened my senses and evoked my
creativity. Magical Manoa claimed the setting for my young adult book, Taylor Before
and After (MacMillan Publishers). From the foot of the Manoa mountains, celebrating
Oahu's diversity and ecology, the story integrates the Thai and Filipino cultures I had
studied and experienced on the island. I'm grateful to the Center, to the community, and
to Oahu for sparking the story and offering the setting I could share with young readers
who might not have the chance to visit.
73

Rizalina Geografo (Amesola)
EWC Affiliation: Asia Pacific Leadership Program, 2016-2017
Philippines

Meditation with Chris, Jem Me , Intan, Yeng and
Nutan. I am wearing Maong Pant.

Fondest EWC Memory
When I met G16, with them it is very inspiring to live each day knowing our
differences in terms of food, cooking style and we share a lot of things. There
are diverse cultures but we are united in terms of making decision in the
workshops and plans. In G16, we were able to form a group, we called it
"Gender Affinity Group", participated by Philippines, Bhutan, Nepal,
Indonesia, China, Cambodia and Bangladesh . Every week, we gathered
ourselves and discussed so many issues and concerns of women from the
countries mentioned. We invited speakers to facilitate learning sessions with
us. In our group we valued the presence of Gretchen and Christina. We set
plans, actions, and we are able to continue this group after a year that we
departed from each other and the EWC. The friendship, sisterhood and
brotherhood inside my generation is so inspiring. Presently few of them never
stopped communicating but I seldom hear others in our generation. I still wish
them well wherever they are in this world, nine months with them was such a
great experience and happy thoughts.
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Rizalina Geografo (Amesola) (continued)

Current Career/Family Status
I am doing Resource Mobilizations through proposal writing to support
my organization. I seldom go to field as a Chairperson of the Board. I
focus on broader leadership roles, such as being Mindanao Regional
Advisory Committee of the Foundation of Philippine Environment,
President of Philippine Against Child Trafficking, Iligan and Lanao del
Norte, Vice Chair of the Area Based Standards Network Iligan Lanao
Based.
The East-West Center's Influence
I adapted to many circumstances -VUCA while doing this it is important to
be gentle to myself (G's words to one of my leadership masterpieces).
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Joshua Lelemia Irvine
EWC Affiliation: Education Program, Degree Scholar, 2013-2019
Hawaii

Representing Lelemia Irvine (Hawaii), Deepika Lal
Chandra (Fiji), Deveraux Talagi (Niue) and Geejay
Mili (Papua New Guinea) the Pacific at East-West
Fest (April, 2014).

Fondest EWC Memory
My fondest memory at East-West Center was to present oli (chant) to all the
heads of states from the Pacific at the PICKL conference in 2016. To be able to
share the aloha spirit through the art of chant was a remarkable experience. In
2018, I wrote a mele heahea for the East-West Center that was featured in an
EWC CD produced by Layla Kilolu. I am willing to teach it.
Current Career/Family Status
I am blessed to have my dream job. In 2020, I am an Assistant Professor of
Physics at the University of Hawaiʻi--West Oʻahu.
The East-West Center's Influence
East-West Center had a profound impact on me. I met my besties (life long
friends) and have wonderful memories as I was pursuing my PhD in Civil
Engineering.
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Sameer Arshad Khatlani
EWC Affiliation: East-West Seminars Program, Senior Journalists Seminar, 2015
India

With my SJS fellows in Hawaiʻi

Fondest EWC Memory
The SJS experience had a profound impact on me and my understanding of
democracy and the pillars it rests on. It sensitized me towards the deeper
meaning of democracy and that it is not just about winning and losing
elections. It is as much about the rule of law, separation of powers and
minority rights. The SJS was a valuable opportunity to understand the
importance of globalization, the liberal world order and universal human
rights. Growing authoritarianism and populism threaten these values that have
taken root since the horrors of the Second World War. I have used my SJS
experiences and connections to create awareness about understanding the
threats to democracy and the liberal world order better and how best to
respond to them.
Current Career/Family Status
I am a Senior Assistant Editor with India's second largest circulated
newspaper, The Hindustan Times. I live in New Delhi's suburb of Noida
with my wife Qudsiya, and son Orhan.
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Pamela Luber
EWC Affiliation: Professional Development Program, YSEALI, 2018
Philippines

Filipino Youth Creativity Seen as a Solution for Community
Resilience and Disaster Risk Reduction Management
Through The Bulkanomiya Design Challenge in Legazpi,
Albay, Philippines.

Fondest EWC Memory
This particular experience did not happen in East-West Center per se but it
happened because of funding granted to me by the East-West Center. My
fondest memory when it comes to EWC would have to be the fact that I was
able to implement the Bulkanomiya Design Challenge with my partner, Kim, in
the city of Legazpi, in Albay, Philippines. It is a design challenge that gathered
the best student ideas in improving Albay's resiliency through innovative and
creative systems that reframed the Mayon Volcano as an asset rather than a
threat.
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Pamela Luber (continued)
With the guidance, wisdom, and support of our EWC mentors, Lance Boyd,
Christina Monroe, Doris Masser, and Jaymen Laupola, Kim and I were able
to reach around 200-250 students throughout the challenge, receiving 11
team proposals, and eventually training 5 teams in a culminating workshop,
where we helped refine their project proposals along with experts on
volcanology, disaster risk reduction management, local government policy,
and design thinking. All of the experiences I've had in and with EWC were
memorable, but this one was the fondest because I was empowered to
bring my idea to life and to give back to my community the best way I know
how - communications and design.
Current Career/Family Status
I currently work as the Integrated Marketing Communications Specialist
of World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Philippines' The Sustainable
Diner project, a pioneer project on sustainable consumption and
production focused on integrating sustainability practices in local
restaurant operations. I also do talks focused on using communications
for conservation, or I call it "commservation" for short. I'm single and a
proud mother to three rescued cats: Rocco, Aicee, and Wanda.
The East-West Center's Influence
My mentors from East-West Center really made it a point to inculcate in
us the importance of community action after receiving education. For
context, a lot of youth leaders now tend to apply for several fellowships
and then going to two or three of them without really using what they have
learned in those fellowships to concretely give back to their communities.
What I have learned in EWC is that every fellowship and opportunity we
receive serves a grander purpose. More than self-development, they
should be used to serve other people. Which is why, even if I was hesitant
at first given that I had a full-time job back home, I decided to apply for the
first grant funding opportunity presented to me by EWC.
79

Geejay Milli
EWC Affiliation: Education Program, Degree Scholar, 2013-2015
Papua New Guinea

Saturday hike to Mt. Olympus, Manoa

Fondest EWC Memory
2014 East-West Fest - many good memories with friends forged for a lifetime.
Also, Hale Manoa and Hale Kuahine merged with nature made it special.
Current Career/Family Status
I am a lecturer at the University of Papua New Guinea back home.
The East-West Center's Influence
I attribute so much of my current success to my experience at the EWC, such as
my openness to accepting and celebrating differences.
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Chuck Chuan Ng
EWC Affiliation: Education Program, SUSI, 2011
Malaysia

Opening and welcoming ceremony at EastWest Center, together with all five Malaysian
participants. From left: Cheah Lee Sun (UM),
myself, Auji Nabilah Abdul Razak (UPM),
Kumeraintharen Murugiah (USM) and Lui Wen
Leong (UPM)

Fondest EWC Memory
EWC was my first international destination that I ever traveled to at the age of 22.
Everything went out very well and I cannot forget the aloha and hospitality that I
received from all EWC staff I met there.
Current Career/Family Status
Senior Lecturer and Programme Coordinator (Environmental Technology);
School of Biological Sciences; Faculty of Science and Technology; Quest
International University Perak (QIUP)
The East-West Center's Influence
Expanded my thinking horizon and allowed me to step out of my personal
comfort zone which allows me to always strike for greater heights and
excellence in whatever field I am pursuing now. It has been solemnly a positive
stepping stone for me to think and act out of the common box for most of the
tasks/assignments in both my personal work and social life.
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Anh Tuan Pham
EWC Affiliation: International Graduate Student Conference, 2019
Vietnam

Presenting in engineering section - well done

Fondest EWC Memory
Very nice friends at EWC, green and beautiful campus

Current Career/Family Status
Research & development in Civil Engineering

The East-West Center's Influence
Great chance to learn, share and make close relationships

82

Ashiyan Rahmani
EWC Affiliation: Education Program, Affiliate Scholar, 2011-2012
United Kingdom

Fondest EWC Memory
In the final few weeks of completing my dissertation revisions, and arguably
one of the most stressful periods of my Ph.D., I returned to living at Hale
Mānoa for a short while. On my return to Hale Mānoa, the housing staff at
Hale Mānoa were so kind, and my EWC PhD classmates, also living at
Hale Mānoa, helped me navigate this short final stressful period, with
potlucks, and encouragement and material support, including sharing
cooking utensils, that I had already left behind, while I was back in Hawaiʻi a simple thing but profoundly supportive. In addition, participating in some
of the cultural events that involved Pacific Islands participants was so
joyous, and I enjoyed the social environment, dance and song of the Pacific
Islands related programs and activities. Finally, every semester, for the
class I was teaching, I brought my class on a field-trip to the EWC and met
with the staff.
Current Career/Family Status
Completed my Ph.D. at the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa in December
2018, and started teaching as a Lecturer, at Cal State, East Bay in Spring
2019.
The East-West Center's Influence
I was an affiliate scholar, whilst completing an MA at Oxford University, in
2011 to 2012. Moving to Hawaiʻi, I immediately became a part of the
University of Hawaiʻi community, ultimately leading to spending 5 years
completing my PhD and teaching at UHM from 2013 to 2018, including
connections with research in Fiji, meeting EWC program participants, and
supporting my teaching work, by meeting with the class I was teaching,
every semester, as a field trip.
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Aonii Ubaitoi
EWC Affiliation: Pacific Islands Leadership Program, 2018
Kiribati

Fondest EWC Memory
There are many good memories of the EWC. To name a few, EWC is
helping me grow in terms of leadership traits. I have been learning a lot
since my PILP experience. I met good people, especially our trainers who
are very welcoming and friendly people.
Current Career/Family Status
I am currently engaging in school supervision as it is my job at the moment.
I enjoyed sharing the good memories of the EWC and the memorable
learning experience. I am still looking for more opportunities like
scholarships hoping to broaden my knowledge and skills in the leadership
program
The East-West Center's Influence
The President and all staff at the EWC are helping people. They provide
us with sound understanding on the program and other field trip related
areas to support our learning experience.
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Celestino Ximenes
EWC Affiliation: Education Program, Degree Scholar, 2010-2012
Timor-Leste

Fondest EWC Memory
An unforgettable memory when I was at the EWC was the opportunity to
engage in different activities of sharing and networking through seminars,
concerts (on the lawn and East-West Fest), and meeting new people from
across the globe.

Current Career/Family Status
I am now working as Governance Adviser to USAID's project on horticulture
value chain development

The East-West Center's Influence
The Center has equipped me with expertise and knowledge through many
educational programs and internship opportunities that contribute to my
career.
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