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EastWestCenter.org/PIDP 

The Pacific Islands Development Program (PIDP) was established in 

1980 as the research and training arm for the Pacific Islands  

Conference of Leaders—a forum through which heads of government 

discuss critical policy issues with a wide range of interested countries, 

donors, nongovernmental organizations, and private sector  

representatives. PIDP activities are designed to assist Pacific Island 

leaders in advancing their collective efforts to achieve and sustain 

equitable social and economic development. In support of the  

East-West Center’s mission, the PIDP serves as a catalyst for  

development and a link connecting the Pacific, the United States,  

and other regions. 

 

The Pacific Islands Brief series seeks to stimulate discussion by  

providing concise overviews of contemporary issues in the Pacific 

Islands region. It is available exclusively in electronic format. The views 

expressed in this series are solely those of the authors and not of any 

organization with which they are affiliated, nor do they reflect the policy 

or position of PIDP or the East-West Center. 

 

The East-West Center promotes better relations and understanding 

among the people and nations of the United States, Asia, and the 

Pacific through cooperative study, research, and dialogue.  

Established by the US Congress in 1960, the Center serves as a 

resource for information and analysis on critical issues of common 

concern, bringing people together to exchange views, build 

expertise, and develop policy options.  
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